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Want more?
Visit our website at www.stjohnwc.org,

Like our Facebook page:
“St. John the Evangelist West Chester” &

Follow us on Twitter @stjohnwc

St. John 
Weekend Mass 

Schedule

Welcome to  St .  John the Evange l i st  Catho l i c  Church!

WE WANT YOU TO KNOW:
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church, 
no matter what your current family or marital situation, no 
matter what your past or present religious affiliation, no 
matter what your personal history, age, background, race, 
or color—you are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and 

respected at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are the Catholic Christian community of St. John, diverse in age, talent and theology. Our stewardship of 
Time, Talent and Treasure provides opportunity for spiritual and personal growth. We are called to love and serve 
God through each other by caring for those within our community and beyond and by creating an environment 
that promotes Christian growth and faith. As a Christian community, we help individuals and families become 
more Christ-present through worship, education and service. We are actively committed to reach out selflessly 

and prayerfully to others. We warmly and openly welcome all who seek to deepen their faith in Jesus Christ.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Whatever the reason you are joining us today, we are happy that you are here. 
Whether you are a parishioner, a visitor, a friend, family member or neighbor, 
all are welcome! We are so thankful for the faith community that we have in 
our parish. Thank you to all of the parishioners who gave selflessly of them-

selves throughout the year. The very definition of the word church is “people” 
and our church is made up of the most warm, welcoming, and wonderful 

people I’ve met. I am proud to be on the receiving end of your giving and very 
happy to call St. John my parish home as your Pastor. Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year and may God’s blessings flow to you and your family!

In Christ, 
Fr. Don West

Pastor

Saturday Mass
5 p.m.

Sunday Masses
8 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.
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A Christmas prayer
Let the just rejoice,

for their Justifier is born.
Let the sick and infirm rejoice,

For their Savior is born.
Let the captives rejoice,

For their Redeemer is born.
Let slaves rejoice,

for their Master is born.
Let free men rejoice,

For their Liberator is born.
Let All Christians rejoice,
For Jesus Christ is born.

- St. Augustine of Hippo

Upcoming Events
MONDAY, DEC. 26
Office Closed
8:30am................Communion Service......................CHA

TUESDAY, DEC. 27
Office Closed
7:00pm................Communion Service......................CHA

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28
Office Closed
8:30am................Communion Service......................CHA

THURSDAY, DEC. 29
Office Closed
8:30am................Communion Service......................CHA

FRIDAY, DEC. 30
Office Closed
8:30am................Communion Service......................CHA

SATURDAY, DEC. 31
4:00pm................Reconciliation.....................................RR
5:00pm................Mass in memory of Paul Reed....CHU

SUNDAY, JAN. 1 
Happy New Year!
8:00am...............Mass for the Parish........................CHU
9:30am...............Mass in memory of Geraldine Beene...CHU
11:30am..............Mass in memory of Carol Ayers...CHU

Readings for This Week: Dec. 26 - 30
 

Monday  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31; Mt 10:17-22
Tuesday 1 Jn 1: 1-4; Ps 97; Jn 20: 1a, 2-8
Wednesday   1 Jn 1:5-2:2; Ps 124; Mt 2: 13-18
Thursday   1 Jn 2: 3-11; Ps 96; Lk 2: 22-35
Friday  Sir 3: 2-6, 12-14; Ps 128: 1-5; Mt 2: 13-15, 19-23

Daily readings can be accessed online from our parish 
Web site, www.stjohnwc.org. You can also access them 

from our parish app!

PRESIDER SCHEDULE
Dec. 31 / Jan. 1

SATURDAY

5 p.m. ........................................Fr. Don West

SUNDAY

8 a.m. .................................. Fr. Bob Schmitz
9:30 a.m. ................................. Fr. Don West
11:30 a.m. ................................. Fr. Don West

Please note that this schedule 

is subject to change. 
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St. John the Evangelist has created this theme in an effort to highlight that we have all been called by God 
and to emphasize places within our community where others can execute their time and talents.  Dur-

ing this Christmas season, it is important to acknowledge those who have less than us and how we can 
spread Jesus’ love through the ways he calls us. The coming of the Lord represents a new beginning and 

these groups all help those who may need a new start. Today, remember how God has blessed you. 
How has God called you to spread his love?

“ I  Have Cal l ed You By Name. . . ”
Our Par ish Theme!

St. John Stephen Ministry
The Christmas season can be especially hard on 
some people. The St. John’s Stephen Ministry has 
trained Christian care-giving men and women who 
can listen with a warm heart and show God’s love to 
those in our parish, and in our community, who are 
hurting. This ministry is here for you to be there for 
someone in need. Often times, hardships are more 
than what we can handle on our own. Through the 
help of a Stephen Minister, he or she brings the pres-
ence of a caring Christian friend to walk through and 
journey with us in those tough times. Is God calling 
you to reach out to a Stephen Minister? Or is He call-
ing you to reach out for someone you know? Now is 
the time to get the help you need to find healing and 
peace. Call Scott Steinke at the Parish Office at (513) 
777-6433 ext. 115 to find out more about how a Ste-
phen Minister can be there for you.

Catholics Returning Home
Do you know someone who has drifted away from 
his/her Catholic faith? We may want to reach out to 
those disconnected from the church, but we aren’t 
sure how to offer support. As baptized, practicing 
Catholics, we have a precious gift of faith and love 
from the Lord that can be shared with our friends 
and loved ones. You can make a dramatic differ-
ence in someone’s life by simply reaching out to 
him/her and saying, “we miss you”. For more infor-
mation contact Deacon Jerry Barney at 777-6433, 
ext. 121 or jbarney@stjohnwc.org.

Christ Renews His Parish
Christ Renews His Parish is an effective spiritual process 
of “renewal” which calls together members of our parish to 
experience personal and spiritual growth, both as individu-
als and as a community of believers. The weekends can be 
a wonderful time of prayer, fellowship, development, and  
enhancement in your own spiritual life with Christ. This is 
a personal invitation to the men and women in our parish 
who have not yet been on one of these retreat weekends! 
Don’t let these pass you by because they are the only ones 
for the year! It is a great way to enliven and strengthen your 
own faith and our faith together. 

Men’s renewal weekend ---- January 28 & 29, 2017
Women’s renewal weekend ---- February 11 & 12, 2017

Bible Study
Bible Study groups will be starting sometime in January 
(start date varies with each group). Please contact the 
facilitator listed for further information:  
•Monday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30 in the Hospitality 
Room, reflecting upon the upcoming Sunday readings. 
Contact Barb Garand at 779-2825, or garand@xavier.
edu 
•Wednesday mornings from 9:10 – 10:40 in Hospitality 
Room, studying Second Corinthians. Contact Jerry Bar-
ney at 777-6433, x121, or jbarney@stjohnwc.org 
•Wednesday evenings from 7 – 8:30 at Fred and Melis-
sa Merritt’s home, where we will be exploring the Sun-
day bible readings. Contact Fred Merritt at 907-2792, or 
fmerritt8292@gmail.com 
•Thursday nights from 7 – 8:30 at Patricia Johnson’s 
home, studying the Acts of the Apostles. Contact Pa-
tricia Johnson at 479-6414, or oneohiolady@gmail.com 
We hope you can join one of these groups. It will be an 
opportunity to grow in your understanding of the bible, 
and more importantly to grow in your faith.



Welcome, new parishioners!

Show N’ Tell Mass for Adults
Monday, Jan. 9, 7 – 8:30 p.m. 
in the St. John Chapel
Please join us in learning about Mass as Deacon 
Jerry Barney explores the various parts of the Mass, 
and the meaning of the symbols and rituals used.  
He will also look at the history of the mass, and the 
teachings of our church on the Eucharist such as:  
The Mass as a Sacrifice, and the Real Presence.
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Gathered In My Name 
Did you know that our very own Fr. 
Don is a published author? We are 
selling Gathered in My Name, his 
new book filled with Gospel reflec-
tions, for $10. These gospel “con-
versations” will help people begin to 
understand what Jesus offers us and 
to accept the challenge to hear the 
calling to be the people Christ calls us to be; people 
who will share God’s love with others. These reflec-
tive books on the Gospel of Matthew will make great 
Christmas gifts, so be sure to pick up a few in our 
Parish Office during office hours!

Download our parish app today! 
Stay connected with St. John. 
Set up prayer reminders.
Listen to homilies.
Scan the code or search your 
app store for myparish.

Christmas Means Family
Every Christmas, we gather together with our fam-
ily members to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  As we 
break bread together, share a few gifts and some 
good stories, we are creating family traditions for 
future generations.  

As Catholics, attending Christmas Mass is also an 
important part of our Christmas tradition.  Here at St. 
John, we feel that you are part of our parish family!  
Church is where you can receive prayers, love, and 
even help when you need it.  We give each other 
support during difficult times and cheer each other 
on in times of great joy.  We watch each other’s chil-
dren grow and learn about our faith.  We volunteer 
side by side, ministering to our community.  As a 
parish, we are truly family for each other as we travel on our faith journey.  

In order for our parish family to grow and flourish, we invite you to spend time with others by taking part 
in some of the many opportunities at St. John.  If you ever need help along your journey, reach out to us.  
We are here to support our parish family.  You are our brothers and sisters in Christ!  Merry Christmas and 
have a blessed 2017.

Joan Seibenick
Business Manager
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RCIA / Ministry to Returning Catholics
Jerry Barney .......................................777-6433, ext. 121
Stephen Ministry/CRHP
Scott Steinke ....................................... 777-6433, ext. 115
Young Adult Ministry

Josh Plandowski .................................777-6433, ext. 114
Companions on the Journey
(Grief support for those who have lost a loved one; meets the 2nd 
& 4th Thursdays of the month in the Hospitality Room at 7 p.m.)
Ron Meyer...........................................................376-1277
Small Church Communities (Journey of Faith)
Jerry Barney .......................................777-6433, ext. 121
Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing)
Contact the office  .............................................777-6433
Communion to the Sick/Shut-Ins
Carol Thomas .................................................... 860-5311
St. Vincent de Paul
Steve Gross  ......................................... 777-6433, ext.120
Divorced & Separated
Father Don West......................................777-6433, ext. 133
Prayer Network
If you or someone you know is struggling w/ a difficulty or crisis, con-
tact the Prayer Network. They will ask members of the Network to pray.
Email ................................prayernetwork@stjohnwc.org
Margaret Kellogg .............................................. 777-4253
Shirley Gressel ................................................. 398-3106
Cry Room
Cry Room is available to parents during all Masses.
Scott Steinke ...................................... .777-6433, ext. 115
Hospital Notifications
If you know that you are going to the hospital and would like 
to be remembered at Mass or have a pastoral staff member 
visit, please call the parish office at 777-6433. We are no lon-
ger notified by hospitals or chaplains about parishioners who 
are ill.

Pastoral Team

Rev. Don West ....................... dwest@stjohnwc.org

Deacon Jerry Barney .......... jbarney@stjohnwc.org

Scott Steinke ..................... .ssteinke@stjohnwc.org

Anna Peloquin ................ apeloquin@stjohnwc.org

Josh Plandowski .......... jplandowski@stjohnwc.org

Michael Dailey ....................mdailey@stjohnwc.org

Joan Seibenick ................ jseibenick@stjohnwc.org

Angela Pugliano ...............apugliano@stjohnwc.org

Parish Staff

Karen Hake ............................khake@stjohnwc.org

Sharon Miller ....................... smiller@stjohnwc.org

Marianne Ball ........................ mball@stjohnwc.org

Kirt Robb ............................... krobb@stjohnwc.org

Jodi Krusling .................... jkrusling@stjohnwc.org

Gail Motz ................................gmotz@stjohnwc.org

Joan Egan ......................... joan.egan@cinci.rr.com

Deacon Fred Merritt ...........fmerritt@stjohnwc.org

Formation & Education
Early Childhood Program (during 9:30 Mass)

Jodi Krusling ........................ jkrusling@stjohnwc.org

PSR (Grds 1-8), 1st Eucharist, 1st Reconciliation

Anna Peloquin .....................apeloquin@stjohnwc.org

High School Youth Ministry, Jr. High/High School Ac-
tivities, Young Adults, Retreats, Confirmation

Josh Plandowski .............. jplandowski@stjohnwc.org

St. Gabriel Consolidated School (our Parish School)

Mary Richardson, Parish Rep .......................777-1565

Amy Tanaka, Parish Rep ..............................702-8361

St. Gabriel Grade School .............................. 771-5220

Parish Organizations
Pastoral Council, Leslie Nelson pastoralcouncil@stjohnwc.org

Worship Commission, Scott Steinke ............ 777-6433

Justice & Peace Commission, Tony Klimek . 787-0038

Finance Committee, John Insco ......... (513) 755-7594

Athletic Boosters, Don Bretl ........................942-6267

Knights of Columbus, John Dorger .............489-0457

K of C Membership, Charlie Minneci ......... 330-6898

kofc13608.membership@gmail.com

Boy Scouts Troop #940, Bill Bentley .... 513 515-2619

Girl Scouts, Diane Biehle ............................. 777-4946

Festival Committee, Anita Turpin .alt1062@yahoo.com


