2017 - 2018

ADULT FAITH

Formation

2017 -2018
AFF Opportunities at St. John
B ISHOP BA RRO N v i d e o s e r i e s
“ Pi vo ta l Play e r s” B i s h o p Ba r r on v id e o se r ie s

Mondays: 7:00 – 8:30 p.m., September 18, 25, October 2, 16,
and 30 at St. John Church, Spirit House
Bishop Barron is on a new journey to unlock the truth behind
the Catholic Church's most influential people. CATHOLICISM:
The Pivotal Players is a multi-part film series that illumines a handful of saints, artists,
mystics, and scholars who not only shaped the life of the Church but changed the
course of civilization. There are 6 sessions (60-minute video + ½ hour discussion).

“David The King” B i s h o p B a r r o n v i d e o s e r ie s

Tuesdays: 9:00 – 10:30 a.m., September 19, 26, October 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31, St. John
Church - Hospitality Room
Bishop Barron offers seven 90-minute sessions to explore the Davidic themes
of Kingship in the Old Testament and their fulfillment in the New! Each section of
the study guide provides a detailed commentary on the DVD and “Questions for Understanding" based on the presentation, Scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. Each section also includes “Questions for Reflection" that help you connect
the material to your own life and experience.

ADDI C TION 10 1

Participating in Adult
Faith Formation
events is a great
way to explore your
role in your own faith
journey. How has
God called you?

Wednesday, September 20, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in Favret Hall
Do you love someone that is struggling with the disease of addiction? Are you a recovering addict?
You are not alone. This one-hour presentation is available to help educate communities on the many
ripples of addiction and how we are all affected, whether we think so or not. Through this education, the
hope is to give a better understanding of the overall aspects of addiction and in turn remove the stigma
which allows necessary changes to take place and begin to bring an end to this epidemic that is devastating a whole generation. Sponsored by our Parish Stephen Ministry. All are welcome to attend.
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AFF Opportunities con’t
GEN ERATIONS OF FA I T H
Tuesday, October 24 and the same program again Wednesday, October 25 in the St. John Center
Free Child Care available for children of attendees (pre-register by calling 777-6433)
This event is a great opportunity for members of the parish of all ages to come together to help serve the community by learning about a particular need and putting
together care packages for the chosen groups. Inspirational speakers will help provide
for personal growth as well. The parish also provides a FREE pizza dinner! We will have
OC TOBER 24/25
pizza at 6 p.m., speakers at 6:45, and the service project will follow immediately. If you
would like to volunteer, please contact our office at 777-6433 and let us know! You can
also register online by clicking the link on our homepage.
M at e ri a l D o n ati o ns - We are also in need of materials for the service work we will be doing. If you could
donate blanket materials like fleece (1 yard of fleece makes a baby blanket, 2 yards of fleece makes a
throw blanket for a teen or adult), that would be greatly appreciated. Any and all colors work. Check our
website for the complete list of items needed.

“ Here I A M” S e r i e s
Fall and Spring dates/times/location TBA
Oc t ob e r 2 0 1 7 : R e ne w a n d Re ch a rge
Do you feel run down by all the “stuff” going on in your life? Do the
people and world around you drain your energy? How we perceive
people and events in our lives can trigger how we feel, which impacts
how we act. Ron Meyer and Nilda Goheen have put together another
edition of their “Here I AM” series which allows us to see in our own
lives what steps you can take to reshape the way you think. We will talk about how you can live with more
energy, peace, and joy. Imagine how this could impact the upcoming holidays! Look for sign-up information in the bulletin for our spring retreat or contact Ron Meyer at 376-1277 or ronchitra65@gmail.com.
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” - Romans 12:2

R eform: A C at hol i c-Lu t he r a n C o n v er sat i o n
October 10, 19 and 21
This is a chance to grow in our understanding of the Lutheran tradition
and discover the common ground that is held with our Catholic faith.
October 31 is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Pope Francis has
said, “As Catholics and Lutherans, we have undertaken a common journey
of reconciliation. Now, in the context of the commemoration of the Reformation of 1517, we have a new opportunity to accept a common path, one
that has taken shape over the past fifty years in the ecumenical dialogue
between the Lutheran World Federation and the Catholic Church”.
For your convenience, this same program will be offered three times: Tuesday, October 10, from 7:00
– 9:00 p.m. at St. Susanna, again Thursday, October 19, from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Christ the King Lutheran church in Pisgah, and again Saturday, October 21, from 10:00 a.m. to noon at St. Max.
Pick the day and time that best fits your schedule.
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Ev erything You A lways Wa nt e d to K n o w Ab o u t C at h o l i c i sm , B u t
Were A fra id t o A s k
Monday, November 6, from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the St. John Chapel
Now is your chance! Fr. Norm Langenbrunner will be available to facilitate an open forum
to answer whatever questions you may have about the Catholic Faith. Fr. Norm has been a
Priest for our Archdiocese for 47 years. He is very knowledgeable about Catholicism and is
an interesting speaker. Join us!

AR E SC IENC E A ND R E L I GI ON COMPATI B L E?
Saturday, November 11, from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. in the Pavilion
Is it permissible for Catholics to accept the Theory of Evolution? If so, what are Catholics to believe regarding the truth of creation as given in Genesis? Deacon Jerry Barney will examine today’s notion of “scientific truth” vs. the various notions of “truth” present in the bible. Participants will gain a deeper understanding of the Catholic Church’s stance regarding Biblical truth and the relationship between science and religion.

LECTIONA RY R E FLE CT I ONS W I T H F R . D O N
Advent: November 29, December 6, 13, and 20
Lent/Easter: Wednesday, February 21, 28, and Thursday, March 7 , and Wednesdays of March 14 through May 16
Back by popular demand! After all the positive feedback, our Pastor, Fr. Don, has agreed to share his lectionary reflections again during the Advent, Lent, and Easter seasons. This is an opportunity for you to
go deeper into the meaning of the upcoming Sunday’s readings. All you need is a bible and an open
mind: we would love to have you join us! We begin at 7 p.m. and end at 8:30.

“ The Sulta n a nd t he S a i nt ” ( vi d eo / d i sc u ssi o n )
Sunday, January 21 from 3:00 – 5:15 p.m. at the Islamic Mosque, 8092 Plantation Drive, West Chester
Would you like to have a peaceful dialogue with our neighboring Muslims about the issues of religious liberty and tolerance? With the rise of new forms of extremism across the Middle East and North
Africa, Christians and Muslims around the world are facing a media narrative that pits both communities
against one another. The film, “The Sultan and the Saint” tells the true story about a meeting between
two great figures of Islam and Christianity. This inspiring film can teach us all the importance of respecting and listening to people of different faith traditions. After viewing the movie, participants will have a
discussion. This program is free. All that is required is a courteous attitude. This program is co-sponsored
by St. John Church Justice and Peace Commission, as part of its mission to foster Catholic Social Teaching, and the Islamic Center of Greater Cincinnati.

B ook D isc uss i on: “ T he Gla s s H o u se”
Thursday, February 8, 2018, from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in Rooms D & E (Basement of Favret Hall)
This book tells the story of Lancaster, Ohio, a town that has been devastated by a barrage of economic forces. Through research and interviews with dozens of Lancaster residents, Alexander
paints a picture of a town that’s typical of many formerly thriving communities across America.
Change is tough, especially with today’s societal disconnection and the financialization and digitalization of American life. This is a particularly timely read for our tumultuous and divisive era.
If you wish to participate, buy the book in advance and read it and then join us at our one-time
meeting to discuss it. This program is sponsored by our parish’s Justice and Peace Commission
as part of its ministry to foster Catholic Social Teaching.
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AFF Opportunities con’t
Marriage E nr i chm e nt: A nnu a l St. Val en t i n e D i n n er Par t y
Saturday, February 17, 2018 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at St. John Pavilion
You must pre-register no later than February 12 by calling Deacon Jerry Barney at 777-6433.
Free child care for attendees if requested at time of registration.
Want a deeper meaning in your St. Valentine’s Day celebration? Join us for a catered
dinner and special guest speakers. Jan and Tony Klimek, a couple from our parish who
have been married for 32 years, will share parts of their marriage and faith journey so that
others can reflect upon and grow in their own journeys. Jan and Tony will discuss how
they worked through (and around) the challenges of different backgrounds, establishing
their own family, raising their kids, and other curves in the road. They will also talk about keeping their relationship strong (as their kids move on) and they enter the next phase of their marriage adventure. Catered dinner
is $15 per couple. Bring a bottle of wine for your table (optional). Please join us on February 17.

GEN ERATIONS OF FA I T H
Tuesday, March 6 and the same program again Wednesday, March 7 in the St. John Center
Free Child Care available for children of attendees (pre-register by calling 777-6433)
Like we did in October, this event will be service-based and include some inspiring speakers as well as a
pizza dinner in the Center. We will have pizza at 6 p.m., speakers at 6:45, and service will follow immediately. If you would like to volunteer, please contact our office at 777-6433 and let us know! You can also
register online by clicking the link on our homepage.
M at e ri a l D o n ati o ns: We are also in need of materials for the service work we will be doing. If you could
donate blanket materials like fleece (1 yard of fleece makes a baby blanket, 2 yards of fleece makes a
throw blanket for a teen or adult), that would be greatly appreciated. Any and all colors work. Check our
website for the complete list of items needed.

K ids/Pa rents “S how ‘N T e ll M ass”
Monday, March 12, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the St. John Chapel
Free Child Care available for children of attendees (details below)
Have you ever wondered why the Priest places a small piece of the Host into the chalice during the
communion rite at mass? Are you puzzled by some of the symbols or rituals used in our Eucharistic
liturgy? Deacon Jerry Barney will answer your questions during a Show ‘N Tell Mass. Jerry will role play
a Mass, adding commentary to explain the meaning of symbols and rituals used. No matter how long
you’ve been attending Mass, there is something you will learn. Enhance your weekly church experience
with a deeper understanding of the significance of our liturgy. Note: This program is geared for families
with younger children ages 6 to 14. If you need child care while attending this program, preregister by
calling Deacon Jerry Barney at 777-6433, no later than March 5.

Parenting Adolescents: Practical Advice for Harried Parents/Guardians

Monday, March 19, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the St. John Pavilion
Free Child Care available for children of attendees (pre-register by calling 777-6433)
Are you challenged in your role as a parent/guardian of an adolescent? Would you like to gain
further insight as to how to be a better father/mother/guardian of a teenager? Our speaker, Bill
Schlater, was a Catholic School Principal for many years and later served as head of the Theology
Department for St. Xavier High School. He and his wife Liz have been married for 39 years and raised
4 very happy and successful boys. Bill will share some “pearls of wisdom” regarding what he has learned from
parenting and mentoring young people. Afterwards, the floor will be open for questions and further discussion. Bill
is down-to-earth and a very interesting speaker. You will be glad you attended. Bring a friend. The program is free.
Adult Faith Formation - Page 4

M arriag e E nri chm e nt: “ How t o Sh ar e t h e T h i n g s t h at B u g Yo u ”
Sunday, April 15, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the St. John Pavilion
You must register by April 4 by calling Jerry Barney at 777-6433. Free Child Care available for children
of attendees if requested.
Tired of being on “the treadmill of life” in your marriage? Do you want to grow deeper and more in
love with your spouse? This program will provide couples the opportunity to learn how to cope and deal
with the behaviors in your shared life that annoy you. This event is intended to help you have a deeper
and richer relationship no matter where you are in your marriage. A small investment of your time could
yield some great returns! The video features Dr. Gary Chapman: author, speaker, counselor. He has a
passion for people and for helping them form lasting relationships. He is the #1 bestselling author of
“The 5 Love Languages” series and director of Marriage and Family Life Consultants. Immediately after
viewing the film, parishioners Norm and Joann Walker will facilitate a discussion of it.

“ B efore the Fl ood” ( D ocu m e n tary )
Thursday, April 19, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. in the Hospitality Room
How much do you know about climate change? Join us as we view a National Geographic documentary to look at how climate change affects our environment and
what society can do to prevent the demise of endangered species, ecosystems and
native communities across the planet. Leonardo DiCaprio hosts this 90 minute film. A
discussion of the film will follow immediately after. This program, is sponsored by our
parish’s Justice and Peace Commission as part of its ministry to foster Catholic Social
Teaching.

Mary in the Ne w T e s ta m e nt
Wednesday, May 2, immediately after our 8:30 a.m. Mass (9:00 – 10:00 a.m.)
in the St. John Chapel
Where can Mary's role in the life of Christ and our lives be found in the New Testament? In the Marian month (May), an introduction to a Biblical perspective on Mary will
be given by Dr. Gloria Falcao Dodd. Gloria is the Director of Academic Programs at the
International Marian Research Institute, at the University of Dayton. We invite you to remain after the 8:30 a.m. Mass for this one hour presentation.

Events that take place in St. John Church or Chapel will be live-streamed at
www.stjohnwc.org/ watch-st-john-mass--events-online-streamspot.html
You can watch the event live or view
our archives for up to 30 days.
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CH RI S T REN EW S HIS PAR ISH
Do you feel like there is something missing in your life? Would you
like a closer relationship with Jesus?
Christ Renews His Parish is an effective spiritual renewal process that
calls together members of the parish to experience a personal conversion and Christian community in the environment of our own parish. Hundreds of men and women from our parish have experienced a new outlook on
life through this process. It is a personal rebirth and parish revitalization experience. There
is a renewal weekend for Men (January 27 and 28, 2018), and for Women (February 10
and 11, 2018). For more information, contact Scott Steinke at 777-6433, ext. 115.

a d ult co n firmation pr epar ation

rci a

Bo o k Clu b s
We are hoping to establish more small groups to meet periodically in the intimate setting of a parishioner’s home. This is a great opportunity to share
your insights of the books and learn from the insights of others creating
a broader awareness of how God works in our lives. Each group meets at
different times. A book is selected from our parish’s recommended list and read/discussed
as participants share their faith perspectives with each other. Right now, we have one book
club that meets on Tuesday evenings from 7:30 – 9:00 p.m. in our church Hospitality
Room. If you wish to join them or would like to start a new Book Club to meet on a different
day/time, please contact Deacon Jerry Barney at 777-6433, x121, or jbarney@stjohnwc.org.

L E C T ION ARY REF LEC TI ON
Here is a chance to get more out of Sunday Mass. Parishioners meet weekly to reflect
together on the upcoming Sunday bible readings (Lectionary). A group meets in the
Hospitality Room on Monday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Contact Bonnie Garay at
777-5701 for further information. Another group meets in the evening at Deacon Fred
and Melissa Merritt’s home. Date/time TBD. Contact Deacon Fred at 777-7737 for further information. Lectionary reflection with Fr. Don is also available during the Advent,
Lent and Easter seasons. See page 3 for further information.
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at St. John Church

Wednesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. starting September 20
Here is what some past participants have said about the RCIA:
“I learned a tremendous amount about the Catholic faith.”
“A truly transformational experience.”
“The Team was so warm and welcoming.”
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a formation process that affords
participants the opportunity to grow in their relationship with God. It is designed to help non-Catholic
adults discern whether or not the Lord is calling them to become fully initiated members of the Catholic Church. If they choose to become a Catholic, they will be initiated at the Easter Vigil Mass on
March 31, 2018. The Sponsor process is for adult Catholics who wish to grow in their own Catholic
faith and to serve as spiritual companions and/or initiation Sponsors for the Candidates. Please call
Deacon Jerry Barney at 777-6433, ext. 121 if you’re interested.

Ongoing Opportunities

This is for baptized Catholic adults wishing to receive a special outpouring of the Holy
Spirit through the Sacrament of Confirmation. Confirmation of baptized Catholic adults will
occur on Pentecost Sunday, May 20, 2018 at the 11:30 a.m. Mass. Formation/preparation
for the sacrament will be held on Thursdays during the Easter Season from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
in the Staff Conference Room (basement of Favret Hall). Contact Deacon Jerry Barney at 7776433, x121, or jbarney@stjohnwc.org for more information or to register.

Ongoing Opportunities
at St. John Church

b i b l e s tu dy

Do you have a hard time understanding some of what’s written in the bible? Our parish uses the “Little
Rock Scripture Study” program, which includes a Bible Commentary and a Study Guide. These resources
help participants understand and apply the meaning of the Scriptures to their daily faith lives. A group
meets weekly for 9 to 10 weeks per study on Wednesday mornings from 9:10 – 10:40 in the Hospitality Room beginning September 20. The cost is only $10.00 per study. Our Fall and Winter studies will
be, “Women of the Old Testament” and, “Women of the New Testament”. If you would like to join our
Wednesday morning study, or establish a new bible study group to meet on a different day/time, please
contact Deacon Jerry Barney at 777-6433, ext. 121.
Starting September 7, there will be a Thursday morning group that will do a 24-week study of the Gospel of Matthew. The cost is $30 per study. Contact Jeanne Gavigan at 779-9830 for further information.
Focusing on the Gospel of Matthew, this group will see Jesus as the awaited Messiah who relives the life
and struggles of Israel to become the Faithful and Victorious King. This study meets weekly on Thursdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in rooms D & E (basement of Favret Hall). Jeanne Gavigan 779-9830 can be
contacted for more Information.

R E T URN IN G CATHOLI C S MINI STRY

Have you, or someone you know, drifted away from his/her Catholic faith? If you would like to return
to the Catholic Church, we have a ministry to help welcome you back. Many times a past hurt or misunderstanding gets in the way of someone from receiving all that the church has to offer. Come and test the
waters again, you might be surprised what God has in store for you! If interested, please contact Deacon
Jerry Barney at 777-6433, ext. 121 or jbarney@stjohnwc.org.

F R EE C HURC H T OU R S
2017:
Sunday, September 10, 1:45 – 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 11, 9:30 – 10:15 a.m.
2018:
Sunday, February 18, 1:00 – 1:45 p.m.
Saturday, May 12, 9:30 – 10:15 a.m.
Have you ever wondered about the symbolism of our church’s art and architecture? This free tour is a
chance to learn more about our worship spaces. A trained guide will lead you and explain the following:
Significance of the architecture and art work such as our stained-glass windows, a brief biography of the
saints represented by our bas reliefs, various sacred objects such as the Tabernacle, Ambry, Credence Table, Ambo, and Altar, and a brief history of the making of our pipe organ. We hope you will join us to learn
more about our beautiful church!

s p i r it ed s en ior s

The Spirited Senior Ministry is open to members of the parish who are 55 years old
or older and their spouses. The Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of the month
beginning at 11:30 a.m. for lunch. There is an optional $10 donation accepted to
offset the cost of lunch. Lunch is followed by a guest speaker or entertainer and a
short business meeting, ending by 1:30 p.m. The Ministry does not meet in June and
has an outing to a Reds game in August. For additional information, contact Joanne or Marty McClain at
513.779.3575 or by email at martymcclain@hotmail.com.
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Ongoing Opportunities

Please check http://www.saint-max.org/ for contact
information, dates, times and locations.

Our Prayers and Sympathy Go Out To…

at St. Maximilian Kolbe Church

Answer the Call - Men’s fellowship and prayer.
Meets Thursdays & Saturdays.
Brown Bag Book Club - Meets during lunch on
Thursdays.
Faith Lessons for Moms - Fitness, prayer and
discussion on Wednesday mornings with child
care available.
Faith and Fitness - Women Pray the Rosary as
they are led by a certified fitness instructor.
Offered every Saturday morning.
Faith Lessons for Women- Prayer and discussion on Wednesday mornings.
Hearts a Fire - ‘33 Days to Morning Glory’ and

‘Consoling the Heart of Jesus’ August
are offered
several times
each
year.
Arnold Ward on the death of his father
Light Weight
- A Catholic
weight
Robin Wilmhoff
on thefaith
death based
of her father
loss Bible study.
Dan Howard on the death of his father
Living Waters - Praise, worship, and
community. Meets Sundays.
September
Men’s Spiritual Workout - Meets
Sundays.
Jerry Barney on the death of his uncle
Mother’s Rosary
- Come
pray
weekly
while
The family of Carol Peters
your child plays. Meets in the nursery.
St. Benedict’s Bible Study - A Saturday
October
morning Scripture study.
Marcy Krendl
on Study
the death- An
of her
father
Tuesday Morning
Bible
intermediMarge
Wagner
on
the
death
of
her
brother
ate Bible study.

May God’s blessings flow to all parishioners who have suffered
the loss of a family member or friend.
If you are interested in finding Adult Faith Formation opportunities at St. Susanna Catholic Church,
please visit their website at https://stsusanna.org/.
www.stjohnwc.org

(513)777-6433

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church
9080 Cincinnati-Dayton Road
West Chester, OH 45069
Return Service Requested
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