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Family Festival 

On Eagle’s Wings 
From the Pastor 
It is July already and you can tell the Parish is gearing 
up for the annual festival. It is never too early to pray 
for good weather. The baskets for the Basket Bonanza 
booth are already taking shape and will be ready for 
the big weekend. It looks like another great year for the 
booth with some awesome baskets to win. By now you 
have received your tickets for the Major Awards Raf-
fle—remember that it only takes one to win! It is also 
time to search your homes for things that you might 
want to donate to our Silent Auction. There are always 
great bargains to be had at the festival. These fun 
events are made possible by the work that has to be 
completed long before the festival weekend happens. 
Volunteers are the heart of it all. Make plans to sign up 
to volunteer and help make the festival the best one so 
far. We can always use more help in setting up and 
tearing down, and you can check our website for more 
opportunities. Give a little time back and support the 
parish at the same time. It is wonderful to see every-
one pitching in every year to make the festival a true 
family get-together.  
 
Besides volunteering your time over the weekend, 
what else do you enjoy about the festival? Is it the corn 
on the cob? Perhaps it is the pulled pork sandwich or 
the walking taco. My favorite sandwich is a goetta dog, 
but a close second is the Italian sausage sandwich. 
They sure hit the spot.  There are so many choices to 
make and so many things to do. Along with the deli-
cious food, we have fun for the adults and the kids—
live music, games, rides, and raffles. All in all, it is just 
a fun three days to spend with our parish family.    
 

Besides the festival preparation taking place, what else 
has been going on in your life? Many of us have been 
on vacation or are making plans to take a vacation 
soon. It is always good to get away from the daily has-
sles and responsibilities that are put upon us, but we 
must remember that we can’t take a break from our 
faith. Have you had a chance to spend time with the 
Lord? Is attending Sunday Mass still a priority in your 
life? Do you know where your Bible is right now? Has 
the good book been opened lately?  Besides praying 
before meals with your family, has there been any oth-
er time dedicated to prayer? Have you given thanks for 
the many blessings God has given you? 
 
On June 2, I celebrated my 25th anniversary of being 
ordained a priest. I am so very grateful to the outpour-
ing of support that the parish showed me. I was truly 
humbled by all who made this anniversary so special to 
me, and I am blessed to be a part of this parish family. 
I cannot thank all of you enough for all you do for the 
parish and me. I thank the Lord for the many gifts that 
He has placed in my care and I continue to be better at 
sharing those gifts. Stop and let the Lord know how 
much He means to you. Stop in and see Him on a reg-
ular basis and show your gratitude for all that He has 
given you.  Be sure to share those gifts for the building 
up of the kingdom. Enjoy the rest of the summer! You 
are special indeed!  
 
 
 
Father Don West 

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church  
July/August 2015 From the Pastor 

St. John Church, 9080 Cincinnati-Dayton Road, West Chester, OH 45069 



From the Business 
Manager 

As I type this article, I have just put the finishing 
touches on our next fiscal year budget and will be 
planning out any repairs and maintenance that 
we can squeeze in using 2014-15 money.  Our 
fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30 each year.  
As you know by now, we are having the brick on 
the exterior of the church building cleaned and 
repaired. This work will go on through the sum-
mer, finishing in mid- to late August. Thank you to 
all of our parishioners who share their gifts of 
treasure with us. With your help, we are able to 
take good care of our facilities. 
 
Speaking of August, our 2015 Family Festival will 
be on August 7, 8, and 9.  There are so many 
ways for you to help with our festival. You can 
donate to the Silent Auction, help create a basket 
for Basket Bonanza, volunteer as a booth captain 
or a festival worker, help with setup and teardown 
before and after the festival, or bake for the des-
sert booth. Most importantly, you can pray for 
good weather and the safety and success of our 
festival! This year’s festival will have some new 
surprises, like a craft beer tasting and a daily split
-the-pot. We will have a few new booths and 
many of the tried-and-true food and game booths 

as well. There truly is something for everyone 
with rides, games, entertainment, and treats at 
our festival. It is wonderful to see our parish and 
community come together to celebrate time with 
family during our festival. Did you know that our 
festival is the largest public event in West Ches-
ter all year? If you have never attended, make 
sure to mark your calendar to join us this year. 
 
Our Pastoral Staff has been working on a three-
year plan to energize and strengthen our minis-
tries. We will be working on creating new service 
opportunities for all ages and making sure that 
our ministries are focused on the true needs of 
our parishioners.  We will be sharing more infor-
mation on this over the next few months.  As we 
continue with our theme of “Be Christ to One An-
other,” we want to make sure we are all working 
to share Christ with each other in our daily lives.   
 
Have a blessed summer and I will see you at our 
festival! 
 
 

 
Joan Seibenick, Business Manager 

Thank You to the Finance Committee and Pastoral Council for your service to our parish! 
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Finance Committee: 
Brian Krause – Chair 

Nick Bitter 
Dan Brankamp 
Dennis Caruso 

Rick Iannitti 
John Insco 

Jack Mueller 
Dick Shoemaker 

Brigid Loebig 

Pastoral Council: 
Ken Krusling, Facilitator 

Jan Klimek, Co-Facilitator 
Mary Jo Cini  

Donna Denning 
Terry Miesle 
Leslie Nelson 

Lisa Risser  
Annemarie Steinbauer 

Debbie Whitis 

Gary Dittrich 
Jeremy Fauber 

 
Congrats to New Members:  

Betty Grothjan 
Stacy Hillman 

Sue Keegan-Biehle 
Ron Meyer 

Peter Seibenick 
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Platinum Sponsor - $500 
Cassinelli & Shanker - West Chester Orthodontics 

Community Montessori School  
The Dog House - Pet Groomer  

Mueller Funeral Home 
SDA Studios – Mary St. Romain  

Tide Dry Cleaners  
Super Sponsor - $250 
Eagle Tee Golf Center 

Hillandale Family of Communities 
Dr. Jodie Jenkins DDS 

Lakota Hills Animal Clinic 
State Farm – Randy Grimes & Brent Arter 

Wetherington Golf and Country Club  
Booth Sponsor - $150 
Estep’s Auto Service 
Don Reisenberg CPA 

Lyons & Lyons Attorneys at Law 
Rack Seven Paving 

Roth & Hassett, CPAs 
Schmidt, Dhonau, and Kucner Funeral Homes 

Schmidt Builders 
Werling Inc Roofing & Siding 

West Chester Towing & Auto Repair  

Do you own a business or are you a professional in or around West Chester? We have a great 
way for you to advertise your business to thousands of local families while also helping your par-
ish. Become a booth sponsor! Each year, the St. John Family Festival is known for its great 
food, fun games, and exciting prizes! In order to defray the expenses of putting on this event, we 
ask local business professionals to help sponsor it by advertising at the festival. We have four 
levels of sponsorship, starting at $150, to meet your needs and budget. Contact Joan Seibenick 
at jseibenick@stjohnwc.org for more details. Thanks for your support! 

Do you work for a company or know a business that would like to donate a product or gift card to the Si-
lent Auction Booth? If so, let us know! Timeshares are always a great hit as well! Contact Judy Lenihan at 
lenihanj5555@gmail.com for donating today. Thank you to those companies who have already donated 
to the Silent Auction: 

Arby’s 
CarX and Oil Express  

Cincinnati Museum Center  
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park 

COSI 
Dave and Buster’s 

Grand Finale Restaurant  

Great Parks of Hamilton County  
Hyland Family Chiropractic 

Jag’s Steak & Seafood 
Mad Potter 

Mindful Wellness 
Perfection Gymnastics School 

Recreations Outlet  

Skate town USA 
Skyline (747 & Smith Rd.) 

The Web 
Twin Dragon Chinese Buffet and Grill  

West Chester Jazzercise 
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6 p.m. to 12 a.m. 

5 p.m. to 12 a.m. 

4 to 10 p.m. 

You can be a part of the Basket Bonanza Booth by contributing a gift 
item or gift certificate that helps create themed baskets. Don’t know 

what to get? Our designers will do the shopping for you. You can drop 
off all donations at the church weekday or weekend office. Be sure to 
indicate that they are for the Basket Bonanza Booth. If you have any 

questions, feel free to contact Barb Rojas at brojas@cinci.rr.com. 
Thanks! 
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Help wanted! Our festival has always been a success because of YOU! We 
need volunteers to assist with pre-event set-up, working the booths during the 
festival, nightly clean-up, and final tear-down. Give just two hours (or more if 
you are able) and we’ll give you an experience to remember—great fun, great 
people, great food. Please sign-up online. Go to our parish website, click on 
the link, select the booth you’d like to work, enter your contact information and 
the date/time of your choice. If you don’t have web access, feel free to contact 

our volunteer coordinators Sharon Hall at ssajhhall@aol.com, Joan Seibenick at 
jseibenick@stjohnwc.org, Auriel Buchanan at abuchanan@stjohnwc.org, or call the parish office 
at 777-6433. Thanks for your help! 

 
The Major Awards Raffle is a favorite at our festival, and this year we are doing 
something a little different. All raffle tickets bought before the start of the festival 
will be eligible for a drawing each night of the festival: 
Friday Night Drawing: $1,000 Cash 
Saturday Night Drawing: $2,000 Cash 
Sunday Night Grand Prize Drawing: $10,000 Cash  
 

That means your tickets have an opportunity for $13,000 and if you purchase your tickets before 
July 27 an opportunity for $13,250. The tickets are $10 each or six (6) for $50.  Please feel free 
to sell the tickets to friends or relatives. You may return the ticket stubs and $100 in the en-
closed envelope to the Parish Office or drop it in the Sunday collection.  
 
The last early bird drawing with a prize of $250 will be held on Monday, July 27, and will be aired 
live online via Streamspot on our website. Buy your tickets now to be eligible for this drawing! 
Tickets for purchase have been mailed to parishioners. You can also buy your tickets on our 
website and in our Parish Office. Tickets will also be sold after Masses prior to the early bird 
drawings. 

 
Silent Auction is an important part of our festival fundraising effort and your 
donations make it possible. This year we need to fill the tent and Pavilion 
with your high-quality items. Before you schedule your garage sale, set 
aside the best items for your parish.  Items needed (in good condition):  
cars (yes! donate your used car!), boats, furniture, stamps, coins, mowers, 
bikes, appliances, stereos, collectibles, antiques, certificates, home décor, 
house wares…use your imagination! Items we cannot accept: broken items, 
mattresses, exercise equipment, organs, pianos, clothing, most computers, 

monitors or TVs.  Drop off your items at the Parish Education Center:  July 12, 19, and 26 from 
12-3 p.m.  Need an item picked up? Contact Tom Deutsch to schedule (513) 543-1922 (leave a 
message!).  For more information on our Silent Auction, contact Judy Lenihan at lenihan-
j5555@gmail.com.  
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Who is St. Ignatius of  Loyola? 

July 31 is the feast of St Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus 
(more commonly known as the Jesuits). By looking at his early life, one would 
not have guessed that Ignatius would become a saint. Born in Spain, he became 
a “dandy,” spending his family’s fortune on the latest fashions of the day in order 
to attract the attention of young ladies. He decided on the career of a solider 
hoping to find fame and glory. Unfortunately, his career was cut short by a can-
nonball that hit his leg. During the many months as he was waiting for the leg to 
heal, he started to read the only book available to him: The Lives of the Saints. 
As he read about their lives and pondered the sacrifices and great things that 
they did for God, he realized that these things brought him great joy and he 

wished to be like the saints. And when he thought of all the ways that he tried to make himself hap-
py through buying fancy clothes and impressing ladies with stories of the glory of war, he felt dis-
appointed. So once his leg healed, he discerned that he would give up his old life and humbly pray 
for God’s guidance in the wilderness of Manresa, Spain. In silent prayer and surrounded by crea-
tion, he had a profound experience of God’s love and ultimately his experiences there prompted 
him to found the Society of Jesus. Throughout the rest of his life, he wrote many books, his most 
famous being The Spiritual Exercises, which is a four week retreat manual for retreat directors 
where one imaginatively and prayerfully places himself/herself in the biblical stories of Jesus.  
 
This fall, the Children’s Faith Formation program at St. John will be using a textbook that is rooted 
in Ignatian Spirituality called, Finding God. This series both teaches the foundation of the faith 
through Scripture and Tradition as well as allows children to reflect and pray upon their own life ex-
periences where they have seen and experienced God in their daily lives, relationships, and 
throughout all of creation. St. Ignatius of Loyola, pray for us! 
 
Interested in learning more about St Ignatius and the Jesuits? Visit these websites: 
Society of Jesus Home Page: http://www.jesuits.org/ 
St. Ignatius from "Who Cares About The Saints?" with Fr. James Martin, S.J.: https://youtu.be/

h4ZLuk_X8u0 

 

St. Ignatius Prayer for Generosity 
Lord, teach me to be generous.Teach me to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the 
cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for 
reward, save that of knowing that I do your will. 
 
Some present-day Jesuits:  
Pope Francis (Jorge Mario Bergoglio), the first Jesuit pope 
James Martin S.J., writer and author of My Life with the Saints and the Jesuits Guide to Almost 

Everything 
Fr Greg Boyle S.J., founder of Home Boy Industries that ministers to gangs in the LA area. 
Br. Guy Consolmagno, the Astronomer at the Vatican 
Jesuits, in addition to being priests and brothers have taken the faith into all realms throughout his-

tory through careers as teachers, scientists, mathematicians, biologists, theologians, missionar-
ies, architects, inventors, poets and playwrights. 

 
 
 
Anna Peloquin, Pastoral Associate of Children’s Faith Formation 

http://www.jesuits.org/
https://youtu.be/h4ZLuk_X8u0
https://youtu.be/h4ZLuk_X8u0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Francis
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Reestablishing the St. John Green Committee 

Our Catholic Catechism says “Man must therefore respect the particular goodness of every creature, to 
avoid any disordered use of things which would be in contempt of the Creator and would bring disastrous 
consequences for human beings and their environment” (#339). Our U.S. Bishops teach:  “The environmen-
tal crisis of our own day constitutes an exceptional call to conversion. As individuals, as institutions, as a 
people, we need a change of heart to save the planet for our children and generations yet unborn. So vast 
are the problems, so intertwined with our economy and way of life, that nothing but a wholehearted and ev-
er more profound turning to God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, will allow us to carry out our responsibili-
ties as faithful stewards of God's creation. Only when believers look to values of the Scriptures, honestly 
admit their limitations and failings, and commit their selves to common action on behalf of the land and the 
wretched of the earth will we be ready to participate fully in resolving this crisis.” (U.S. Catholic Bishops, 
“Renewing the Earth”) 
 

In response to this challenge, and similar teaching given by the past three and current Popes, St. John par-
ish took the “St. Francis Pledge” which contains these elements: 

PRAY and reflect on the duty to care for God’s Creation and protect the poor and vul-
nerable. 
LEARN about and educate others on the causes and moral dimensions of climate 
change. 
ASSESS how we as individuals and in our families, parishes and other affiliations con-
tribute to climate change by our own energy use, consumption, waste, etc. 
ACT to change our choices and behaviors to reduce the ways we contribute to climate 
change. 
ADVOCATE for Catholic principles and priorities in climate change discussions and 
decisions, especially as they impact those who are poor and vulnerable. 

 

To fulfill these responsibilities, a number of actions were taken by our parish in recent years: 
 Our Scouts built a garden that provides fresh produce for the patrons of the Reach Out Lakota 

food pantry 
 We established a semi-annual spring and fall electronic recycling program 
 We recycle at our parish festival and in all of the buildings on our campus 
 We have had several education programs regarding Catholic Social Teaching on the subject of 

the “Ecology” 
 We have disseminated information to the parish about what can be recycled and the places in 

our area that recycle these materials 
 We have held “Earth Day” prayer services  
 Our maintenance staff have done an excellent job to make our campus much more energy effi-

cient by updating our HVAC systems and lighting, using “Energy Star” rated appliances, in-
stalling new windows, and improving insulation  

 

The notion of “Global Warming” or “Climate Change” and its connection to human use of fossil fuels is un-
der debate.  However, most can agree that we need to conserve our resources because they are obviously 
limited.  Furthermore, most or all would agree that we need to avoid pollution of our air, land, and water be-
cause this abuse of the environment leads to increased incidents of cancer and other diseases.  The pollu-
tion found in the big cities of China and its consequences serves as a warning to us all that we must be 
careful with how we treat Mother Earth. 
 
To help our parish and the West Chester community become even more proactive concerning the care our 
environment, we are reestablishing our Green Committee. If you would like to serve on this committee, con-
tact the Chairperson, Tony Klimek at 942-0143 or tonyklimek3@gmail.com  or Jerry Barney at 777-6433 
x121 or jbarney@stjohnwc.org. 

 
 
Deacon Jerry Barney  

http://nccbuscc.org/sdwp/ejp/bishopsstatement.shtml
mailto:tonyklimek3@gmail.com
mailto:jbarney@stjohnwc.org


Our Prayers and Sympathy Go Out To… 

 
 

May 
Mike Adleta on the death of his father 

Elizabeth Waits on the death of her mother 
Diane Claytor on the death of her mother 

Jerry Nelson on the death of his father 
Lesia Koth on the death of her brother 

Leslie and Greg Nelson on the death of their grandfather 
Gary Dirrtich on the death of his aunt 

 
 

May God’s blessings flow to all parishioners who have suffered  
the loss of  a family member or friend. 
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