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On Eagle’s Wings 
From the Pastor 
I can’t believe summer is already over. It seems like 
only yesterday the festival was in full swing. Here we 
are at the beginning of September. School has already 
begun and the joy of doing homework and taking tests 
are once again a part of many of our lives.  
 
For some of you, the end of summer is a time for re-
turning to church and joining the community of St. John 
for Sunday Mass. Those who were gone, we missed 
you. Whether it was vacation time with family, travel-
ing, or taking part in tournaments with your children 
and their activities, it is good to have you home. Often 
the attendance at Mass depends on the school year. It 
is easy to get into that cycle, but taking time away from 
the Eucharist and the parish family isn’t the best 
choice.  
 
With the season of fall coming before us, it is a good 
time to reflect on how you are going to grow spiritually 
this year. One of the best ways might be how you pre-
pare for Sunday Mass. What better way to do that than 
to take time with your family, spouse, or best friend to 
read and pray over the Sunday readings before you 
come to Mass. Make time for yourself to look over the 
readings and pray about what they might be saying to 
you in your life right now. Maybe this is the year you 
choose to take a more active part in the liturgy. We 
have many talented and gifted people in our parish. 
Perhaps you and your family might want to help as 
Hospitality Ministers.  We are always looking for serv-
ers and Eucharistic Ministers. Why not consider joining 

the choir? I believe the more we actively take part in 
the liturgy, the more we grow in the Lord. Even if you 
make an effort to participate more in the weekly liturgy, 
that is a great choice. Can you imagine what liturgies 
would be like if everyone decided to make more of an 
effort? 
 
Could this be the year you take a few of the adult faith 
formation opportunities offered throughout the year? 
We can always grow deeper in our faith. Have you ev-
er thought about helping with the RCIA? Is it time to 
join a commission or committee? The fall brings so 
many opportunities to re-connect with our Lord and our 
community. Find ways to make God more present in 
your life. Allow the Gospel message to be your guide to 
being a more Christ-centered person. We are a Eucha-
ristic people; we are the Body of Christ. The more we 
understand that, the more alive we become as active 
builders of the Kingdom. We are called to become 
what we receive in the Eucharist. As the love of God 
fills our hearts in gratitude, we begin to share that love 
with others. We are called to be Christ to one another. 
If you have taken the summer off, now is the time to 
begin again. Even if you didn’t take the summer off, 
find new ways to grow in your faith. Have a great 
month!   
 
 
 
Father Don West 
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From the Business 
Manager 

So many things to talk about this month! Our 
budget year closed on a positive note, our festival 
was successful, and we have our fall Generations 
of Faith event coming up! 
 
We finalized our fiscal year on June 30 and 
closed the books by the end of July on the 2014-
2015 year. We finished the year on a positive 
note.  Father Don and our parish staff are work-
ing on ways to use these funds to make some 
purchases and improvements around our cam-
pus. Thank you to our parishioners for your gifts 
of treasure and thank you to our staff for watching 
every penny that you spend. You are all good 
stewards to our parish! Because we have been 
able to reduce our energy purchase rates and be-
cause we installed more efficient lighting and 
heating/cooling, we are in a good place with our 
energy costs.   
 
I would like all parishioners to consider giving to 
the parish electronically. It helps us to ensure that 
we have a regular income level. This summer’s 
income is down from prior years. While many 
families take vacation time, don’t forget that our 
parish bills don’t take that same time off. Please 
help us by giving on a regular basis if you are 
able. To set up electronic giving, go to our web-
site at www.stjohnwc.org and click on the 
“donate/payment” button.  It only takes a couple 
of minutes to create an automatic payment via 
your credit card or bank account.   
 
Our festival was so much fun! From the volun-
teers pushing muddy cars off the hill on Friday to 
the over 1,800 workers selling and cleaning and 
taking care of our patrons, it was an amazing 
weekend!  It makes me so proud to know how 

much work goes into our Festival, and also how 
much community togetherness is created.  Thank 
you to our festival committee, booth captains, boy 
scouts and all of our volunteers! Thank you to our 
sponsors and donors and to everyone who at-
tended our festival!  We could not do it without all 
of you. 
 
Coming up on October 13/14, we will be having 
our fall Generations of Faith event.  In alignment 
with our parish theme, “Be Christ to One Anoth-
er,” we will be having an evening of service for all 
parishioners to participate in. We are still in the 
planning stages, but be ready to have a hands on 
evening of sharing of your time and talent with 
others! Service opportunities are always mean-
ingful times, especially when we can all do this 
together.  Be watching for more information on 
this great event! 
 
Welcome to our newest staff additions!  Josh 
Plandowski has joined the Pastoral Staff as our 
Youth Minister. Please take some time to send 
him an email at jplandowski@stjohnwc.org and 
pray for him as he takes on this new job.  Also, 
our newest weekend worker is Catie LeJeune. 
Make sure to tell Catie hello when you are at 
Mass this weekend. 
 
Be Christ to one another in all that you do! Have 
a blessed September and October. I am continu-
ally praying for you. Please pray for our staff as 
well. 
 
 

 
Joan Seibenick, Business Manager 
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Faith Milestones 
 

Every Christmas we hear the story of the birth of the 
Savior of the World. How Mary and Joseph traveled to 
Bethlehem and there was no room for them in the inn, 
so they had to stay in a humble stable. Shepherds 
came from the fields and wise men from afar bearing 
gifts to worship and welcome the new King of Kings. 
But what happened next? Many of the Gospel writers 
pick up the story again at the Baptism of Jesus, as 
Jesus started his public ministry and gathered his 
disciples. Only the Gospel of Luke gives us an insight 
into Jesus as a twelve-year-old, a young child in 
biblical times on the verge of adulthood soon to make 

his bar mitzvah. While at first this story may seem to be the equivalent of Jesus getting lost in 
the grocery store or amusement park and found by anxious parents, we can learn much about 
how we, as children of God, are formed in faith. 
 
I invite you to read through the story of Jesus being lost in the Temple (Luke 2:41-52). Are there 
any words or phrases that stick out to you? What character do you relate to the most in the 
story? 
 
I am always struck by Jesus’ answer to Mary, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not 
know that I would be in my Father’s house?” Here is Jesus, who has been brought up by his 
mother, father, and community to follow Jewish customs, tradition, and law and above all to 
have a deep love and respect of God. Clearly, by his question there is also a realization that he 
is the Son of God; already he is following his Father’s will in the plan for our salvation. I draw 
your attention to the last line that makes up the next 21 years of Jesus life, “And Jesus grew in 
wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind” (Luke 2:52). God did not just swoop 
down to earth, save us and then return to heaven quickly. Instead, God adopted the patient and 
sometimes painful growing process of being human, which involved experiencing new things, 
making mistakes, building relationships with people, and gaining new knowledge.  
 
As we learn and grow as young children, we have many milestones that we pass through, such 
as learning to say our first words, taking our first steps, and tying our shoes by ourselves for the 
first time. There are also many indicators in our faith that appear throughout our lives, when we 
memorize the “Our Father,” receive Jesus in the Eucharist at our First Communion, receive 
God’s healing grace at our First Confession, or encounter Christ for the first time in the sick, 
forgotten, and lonely. As we continue to grow in “wisdom, stature and favor with God and 
humankind” we come to learn more about God through knowledge of Biblical stories and Church 
teachings, as well as experience God in sacraments and prayer, the beauty of creation, and in 
service of others. Our faith and relationship with God is a life-long journey. Take time to reflect 
on how you at this point in your life right now, can grow in wisdom and favor with God and 
humankind. 
 
 
 
Anna Peloquin, Pastoral Associate of Children’s Faith Formation 
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Is it time for a “Tune-Up”? 

Years ago before I entered ministry, I was an auto technician.  Back then we were called “auto 

mechanics.”  I did this for about five years, which included a year of studying car repair at Penta 

County Vocational School in Toledo, Ohio.  I graduated from it in 1973.  Since then, many 

developments have taken place in the automotive industry.  There have been innovations such 

as ABS (Anti-lock Braking System), EFI (Electronic Fuel Injection), ESC (Electronic Stability 

Control), and EPS (Electronic Power Steering), to name just a few examples.  These systems are 

foreign to me because I have not kept up with the training necessary to service them.   

Keeping up to date is needed for almost any subject. This is especially true when it comes to our 

Catholic faith.  Although our Church holds fast to the unchanging “Deposit of Faith,” expressions 

of it are reformulated as time marches on.  Since the Second Vatican Council (1962 – 65), our 

Church has evolved with many changes in our liturgy, and in the ways of looking at Scripture, and 

other areas of Church teaching.  Most notably, Catholic Social Teaching has grown tremendously 

over the past 50 years. Are we up to date?  Do we know our Catholic faith in terms of how it is 

understood today?   

We all need a “tune-up” from time to time when it comes to 

knowing our faith. Fortunately, we have many opportunities 

available to meet this need.  By September 7, you will 

receive in the mail our Adult Faith Formation Schedule. It 

lists not only the programs given here, but also what is 

available at our neighboring St. Susanna and St. 

Maximilian Kolbe parishes.  A variety of seminars will be 

presented with the hope that all concerned can find at least 

one or two that would interest them. We have the following 

options: Bible studies, Small Church Communities, RCIA, 

“Parenting Tips,” Marriage Enrichment, Catholic Doctrine, 

Seniors’ Club, reflection on some of the liturgical seasons, 

Book Clubs, Generations of Faith, New Life in the Spirit, 

and Christ Renews His Parish retreats. Most of these 

programs are holistic. They offer not only information, in terms of doctrine, but also aid the 

participants to make a connection of the message to their everyday faith lives, and how we can 

be Christ to one another. 

Please look over the schedule and mark your calendars regarding the seminars that strike your 

fancy. If you take the time to attend, you will be glad you did.  

God bless, 

 

Deacon Jerry Barney    
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The Strength to Serve One Another 

 
In the first letter of St. Peter, chapter 4, verses 10 and 11, it 
says “As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another as good stewards of God’s varied grace…whoever 
serves, let it be with the strength that God supplies, so that 
in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” 
This is just one example of a Bible passage where we are 
reminded of our call to serve. We see this call also 
throughout St. Paul’s letters, the letters from St. John, and 
certainly throughout the Gospels.  
 
This one from St. Peter though gives me a little more of a 
boost when it comes to serving others, and the reason 
comes in the second part of the passage. In that second 
part, Peter talks about strength: “Whoever serves, let it be 
with the strength that God supplies.” It seems like we all 

have a tough time in one way or another trying to find the energy or strength to help and serve. 
After a long hard day, week, or a busy month, it can be difficult to muster up the will to be a good 
steward to others, to volunteer for something at the church, or to be present for someone in 
need.  
 
The great thing about it is that God gives us the energy, the strength to do these things. In the 
wonderful gifts we have received, we are also blessed with an abundance of strength so that we 
can be Christ to one another and spread His never ending abundance of love and compassion to 
those around us. Opportunities to serve are all around us—there is a way for everyone to share 
his or her gift. There are numerous ways to get involved at St. John, as well as around the 
Cincinnati area. Check out our “Ways to Serve” page from the homepage of our website, 
www.stjohnwc.org. Here you will see ongoing and seasonal opportunities at St. John, as well as 
opportunities at other organizations in the area.  
 
Take the time to recognize and embrace the strength that comes from God through Christ and 
let’s use it to the best of our ability to make His glory shine forth in all things.  
 

Scott 
Scott Steinke, Pastoral Associate 

The National Catholic Youth Conference is 
approaching quickly! NCYC is a conference 
for Catholic teens across the nation that 
takes place in Indianapolis, Indiana, on 
November 19 through 21. If you are 
interested in attending or have any questions 
please call (513)755-4972 or email 
jplandowski@stjohnwc.org. 

mailto:jplandowski@stjohnwc.org
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A New School Year Begins  
With Exciting Opportunities 

By Principal Nicole Brainard 
 

For educators, the phrase “It’s the most wonderful time 
of the year,” does not describe the Christmas season.  
It refers instead to the magical time when a new 
school year begins; when students and teachers, 
alike, are refreshed, rejuvenated and thrilled to enter 
the hallways of a school building.  If parents are truly 
being honest, they too would often describe the 
beginning of the school year this way!   

 
This year, St. Gabriel Consolidated School has the opportunity to welcome not only new 
students from St. John the Evangelist parish but a few new educators to the faculty and staff.  
With one of our newly hired teachers, junior high math and social studies teacher, Mr. Derrick 
Wood, has come a wonderful new opportunity for partnership.  For the first time, St. Gabriel 
Consolidated School is partnering with Roger Bacon High School for Algebra I.  Mr. Wood, who 
will be recognized as a teacher of record by Roger Bacon, will instruct the St. Gabriel eighth 
grade Algebra students in our school utilizing the approved Archdiocesan graded course of 
study for high school Algebra I.  Provided his students successfully complete the course and the 
requisite assessments, they will be awarded credit in Algebra I by Roger Bacon.  This credit will 
be transferrable to other high schools, should the students choose to attend an institution other 
than Roger Bacon.   
 
In the past, St. Gabriel students would simply test out of Algebra I at the high school level and 
skip over that course, often beginning with Geometry instead.  The benefit of this was that our 
students were able to track to Calculus by their senior year in high school.  With the changes in 
Ohio’s high school graduation requirements, this process was no longer beneficial to our 
students and the partnership with Roger Bacon was born.  Now, our students can enjoy the 
luxury that Advanced Placement courses offer students entering college.  They can now enter 
high school with one of the credits they will need to graduate and free their schedule up for 
additional courses. 
 
As always, we welcome St. John families to come and see the wonderful things taking place in 
your parish school.  St. Gabriel is proud to serve the St. John community and is a school of 
excellence of which the parish can be extremely proud.  We continue to work to extend and 
enhance our partnership with the St. John community and welcome any suggestions that would 
enable us to grow in fellowship with this vibrant parish within our school community. 
 
This fall, I ask that the parishioners of St. John the 
Evangelist keep all students and teachers, in particular 
those at St. Gabriel Consolidated School, in their prayers 
and ask that God continue to bless each of them with the 
gifts of wisdom, patience, and compassion.  In return, 
please know that our school community will pray for each 
and every one of you this school year. 



Our Prayers and Sympathy Go Out To… 

 

June 
Bob Ellerman on the death of his mother 
Sylvia Astrop on the death of her mother 

July 
The family of Fr. Terry Smith 

Jorge Gonzalez on the death of his mother 
The Steingraeber family on the death of their angel Ashley 

John Dissel on the death of his grandson 
Sharon Nelson on the death of her brother-in-law 

Karen Miller on the death of her husband William Miller 

August 
John Rider on the death of his sister 

Jeremy Fauber on the death of his grandmother 
Nicole Kra on the death of her brother 

Marianne Ball on the death of her mother 
 

May God’s blessings flow to all parishioners who have suffered  
the loss of  a family member or friend. 
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