
Advent & 
Christmas 

On Eagle’s Wings 
From the Pastor 
When I was a junior high teacher in a parish school, I 
taught mostly religion classes on a regular basis. Every 
year we did a giving tree, a project to help all of us fo-
cus on the Advent season. The tree had window open-
ings and each window had a calendar day. Behind the 
window there was something that the class had to do 
that day. Each classroom had their own issues they 
wanted to work on. Sometimes it was something as 
simple as obeying their teacher that day. Other times it 
was a bit more challenging when they were asked to 
show more respect for one another. This project in-
volved the whole junior high during the Advent season.  
There was a sense of preparation for the coming of 
Jesus at Christmas.  It taught young people that there 
was more to Christmas; they learned to give them-
selves to and for others. They learned a little more 
about how to prepare for the season. 
 
Typically, we rush through the season of Advent. Some 
years we don’t even have four full weeks. All we are 
assured of is four Sundays of Advent. There are years 
when we are moving the Advent material out as the 
Christmas decorations are being set-up. Advent mir-
rors our life. We seem to be always in a hurry, and we 
all have good reasons or excuses for why we are so 
busy. However, if we lift up the reasons to the Lord, 
how well do you think that conversation would go? 
 
Here we are in the beginning of November and Advent 
is just around the corner. Ask yourself, “How is this 
year going to be different?” My favorite thing we did 
during Advent as a family was before supper the family 
would gather around the Advent wreath and say the 

daily prayers and light the candle. It was special and 
even more so if it was your turn to light the candle. 
Maybe this year, you could do something like the giv-
ing tree, working as a family or a group of friends on 
doing something special every day of the season. They 
are simple to make and it might make the anticipation 
to opening the last door something special. 
 
It is easy to ignore the season of Advent. We have lots 
of Christmas parties to attend, and we need time to 
decorate, buy presents, send Christmas cards, and 
bake those delicious Christmas cookies. It can be over-
whelming thinking of all of those tasks to finish. If those 
material things capture our time and our heart, how 
can we be ready to celebrate the Christ coming into 
our lives? Advent gives us an opportunity to remember 
not only the child Jesus coming into the world to shat-
ter darkness and end sin, but to anticipate his coming 
again. The reason for the season is all about Jesus. 
This gets lost all too often. When we take the time to 
truly prepare and anticipate His coming, then Christ-
mas opens a new world to us.  Please take the time to 
reflect on the season. 
 
May you have a blessed Thanksgiving! May the lights 
of the Advent wreath prepare you for the light that nev-
er fails; the Light of Christ! May God bless each of you 
and keep you close to his heart. 
 
 
 
Father Don West 

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church  
November/December 2015 From the Pastor 

St. John Church, 9080 Cincinnati-Dayton Road, West Chester, OH 45069 



From the Business 
Manager 

As you have heard already, our festival in August 
was a huge success. Our gross income was ex-
cellent and our Basket Bonanza created our high-
est booth earnings for the third year. All of our 
booth captains do an amazing job and we appre-
ciate their time and talent. The total net profit 
from our festival will be finalized in November, but 
we expect it to be over $150,000!  A sincere 
thank you to all of our parishioners who helped to 
make our festival happen. Our festival provides 
us with around 10 percent of our annual income 
and without all of our hard working volunteers, we 
would never be able to achieve these amazing 
results. Our festival is the largest event in West 
Chester and one of the top festivals in the Archdi-
ocese. We attract people from all over the region 
to share their time with us on festival weekend. 
Our parishioners create this wonderful experi-
ence for so many families.     
 
Our weekly contributions are just keeping up with 
our budget. We want to give thanks to those pa-
rishioners who are sharing their treasure with our 
parish. Without you, we could not do all that we 
do for others! If you are interested in setting up 
your regular contributions electronically, it is easy 
to do. Just click on “Donate/Payment” button on 
our website and follow the instructions. If you 
would like to donate stock to our parish, the infor-
mation is listed in the next column. As always, if 
you ever have questions about giving, I am al-
ways available via phone, email, or in person.  
Don’t hesitate to contact me with your questions. 
 
The Annual Parish Report for the fiscal year 2014
-15 is included with this mailing. It will also be 
passed out during a weekend of Masses in No-
vember and it will be available online. It is im-

portant to see where our income comes from and 
also how it is spent. If you have questions about 
this report, please feel free to send me a note.   
 
If you would like to give to St. John parish with a 
stock donation, that would mean a lot to us.  Do-
nations of stock to St. John Church are pro-
cessed through our individual custodial account 
at Fifth Third Bank. To donate stock to our parish, 
please make sure to include the information be-
low in your communication. Please note: the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati Gift Acceptance Policy 
requires a donor name be included with the 
transfer. All stock transfers without a donor name 
and a recipient account number will be rejected 
and returned to the donor account.  

 
Company Name: Fifth Third Bank  
DTC Number:  2116 
Account Number: 010447175IBV  
Account Name:  St. John West Chester 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Mari-
anne Ball in the Parish Office at 777-6433, ext. 
119, or mball@stjohnwc.org.  
 
Have a blessed November and December.  Re-
member to give thanks for all of your gifts on 
Thanksgiving Day.  And, on the weekend after 
Thanksgiving, November 28 & 29, we begin the 
Advent season.  Make sure that you are creating 
memories over the holiday. Be Christ to One An-
other! 
 
 

 
Joan Seibenick, Business Manager 

November/December 2015 | On Eagle’s Wings | Page 2 



November/December 2015 | On Eagle’s Wings | Page 3 

Light Pollution 
 

When I studied music at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Washington, I had the privilege 
of singing in the school’s Choir of the West. At the beginning of each year, the choir went on 
retreat to a camp out in the woods. We worked on music and got to know each other through the 
various activities of the retreat. We often carried memories of the retreat through the entire choir 
year. 

                 
On my first retreat with the choir, a group of us went on a 
night hike. It was dark enough that you could not see 
anything in front of you without a flashlight. The group came 
to a clearing, and above us was a sky so full of stars it took 
my breath away. I had never seen stars like that before, 
having grown up in the suburbs and lived largely in the city. 
When I asked a friend why we do not see stars like that in 
the city, he responded “light pollution.” The lights of the city 
collectively “pollute” the sky so that we can no longer see the 
stars above us.  

                 
During November and December, a spiritual light pollution occurs. The secular celebration of 
Christmas begins and drowns the world around us in Christmas lights, the lights of advertising in 
markets, Christmas parties, and Christmas music declaring Christ to be born weeks before the 
celebration of his birthday. It is almost impossible to talk of waiting for the coming of Christ when 
the lights and noise of the city drown out the beautiful firmament above us, where we look in 
waiting for the Star of Bethlehem. 
                 
What can we do to turn down this light pollution? We can remember the season of Advent at 
home by lighting a candle on the Advent wreath, reading Scriptures, and praying to the Lord 
who is to come. We can sing songs at home and at church like “Christ, Be Our Light, Jesus, 
Hope of the World” (with the lyric “Jesus, Light in our Darkness”), and “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel” (“O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death's dark shadows put to flight.”) We can make the 
choice in our daily life as individuals and families to slow down, breathe, pray, and remember 
the Lord who is to come. 
 
We’ll hear the words of Isaiah at the Christmas 
Mass: “The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light. Upon those who dwelt in a land 
of gloom, a light has shone.” If we choose to pay 
attention to the Lord instead of the spiritual light 
pollution of the world around us, there is a sky full 
of stars above us, with the star of Bethlehem 
shining bright that will take our breath away. 
 
 
 
 
Michael Daily, Music Minister 
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Immaculate Conception 
 
The Immaculate Conception is a Holy Day of Obligation that many 

Catholics do not fully understand.  It is a Holy Day held on 

December 8 during the Advent season, only a short time before 

Christmas. Thus many Catholics believe this day is meant to honor 

Jesus’ conception, when in fact, this day actually celebrates the 

conception of Mary, the Mother of God.  

 

The Catholic Church teaches that Mary was conceived by normal 

biological means, but God preserved Mary from original sin at the 

time of her conception. In order for Mary to be the Mother of the 

Savior, she needed to be preserved from the stain of original sin. 

The Church teaches that by the grace given to Mary by God, she 

remained free from sin during her entire life.  

 

Knowing that Mary was free from sin makes her seem like an impossible model to live by, but 

even so we must strive to be like her because Mary said yes to God. She said yes when she 

was young and vulnerable. She said yes when she had a lot to lose. Most importantly, she said 

yes knowing it would lead to a life different from what she imagined. What a difficult and 

selfless choice she made.  

 

On this feast day, we honor Mary, the Mother of God, for the shining example she set for all 

people. She accepted the Lord’s plan to be the Mother of God, even though she was afraid 

and unsure of what the angel was saying to her. She made a courageous choice, trusting in 

God’s plan for her. We turn to Mary as an inspiration and leader for our faith. She endured 

many hardships in being the Mother of God, even watching her son die on the cross. Her trust 

and devotion to God is one that we are called to follow in our lives. During this Advent and 

Christmas season, I encourage you to pray to Mary. I hope that we all can respond to God’s 

call for us, especially during this holiday season.  

 

God Bless, 

Josh 

Joshua Plandowski, Pastoral Associate of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

Sources 

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/document/feast-of-the-immaculate-conception-641/ 

Catechism of the Catholic Church pp136-139.  

 

P.S. At St. John, we celebrate Holy Days of Obligation with three Mass times: 6:30 a.m., noon, 

and 7:30 p.m. Please join us on Dec. 8 at one of these times. 

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/document/feast-of-the-immaculate-conception-641/
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Creating Advent Traditions 
We all have family traditions that make our memories of holidays special. Whether it 

was camping as a family over Memorial Day, a big Easter egg hunt in grandma’s 

backyard, attending midnight Mass at Christmas together, or a family picnic on 

Labor Day with all our cousins, these events are ingrained in our minds and shape 

the things we do with our own families today.  Keeping traditions alive or creating 

new ones bond us as a family. As a parish family, we also have traditions that are 

important to us. Sharing the Breakfast in Bethlehem with our young children, 

teaching PSR classes, spending time together over a funnel cake at the festival, 

decorating our cars for Trunk-n-Treat—there are many things that we do together 

that help to form us as a parish family. All of these things help to make us who we 

are as a community. 

 

As we prepare to begin the Advent season as a Church, perhaps we could think about starting a new 

tradition within our families and parish. The start of Advent signals to us that we are preparing for the 

birth of Christ. How fortunate we are that God sent his only son to save us! Advent is one of the most 

exciting times for us as Christians.  

 

“And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of 

the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.”  (John 1:14) 

 

What are some ways that we can join together as families and as a parish to celebrate this most 

awesome gift? I think the simplest way is to attend Mass together every weekend. Really listen to the 

readings. Read them together and discuss them as a family or on your own. What do these readings 

mean? Keep your worship aid so you can look up the readings in your Bible. In most Catholic Bibles, 

you will see notes and interpretations along with the readings. That will help you to think them 

through. Don’t carry your Bible with you? A great resource is www.USCCB.org, which is accessible 

through your smart phone and our parish app. 

 

Another great idea for an Advent tradition is setting up your own wreath and Advent candles.  

Traditionally, there are three purple candles and one pink candle around the circle and one white 

candle in the middle. We light the four candles in the following order: Hope (purple), Preparation 

(purple), Joy (pink) and Love (purple). The white candle is lit last (the Christ candle). Look up the full 

meaning of these candles and think about what you can do as a family each week in alliance with the 

candle’s theme. How can you spread hope, joy, and love in preparation of Christ’s birth? 

 

If we prepare for Christ’s birth together as a parish and family, we can more deeply celebrate the true 

gift of God’s love for us.  He gave us Jesus as a gift.  How can we more fully share this gift with each 

other and be Christ for one another all year long?  Think of ways that you and your family can create 

a new tradition for Advent! 

 

 

Joan Seibenick, Business Manager 

http://www.USCCB.org
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Update from St. Gabriel 
Consolidated School 
By: Nicole Brainard, Principal 

 
As many Catholics did, the students at St. Gabriel 

Consolidated School gave special focus to the visit 

of Pope Francis to the United States at the end of 

September.  As a school community, we are 

making a concerted effort to ensure that we do not 

lose sight of his message to the world now that his 

visit has concluded.  One of the quotes we shared 

with the children on our morning announcements 

was, “Dear Young People, do not bury your talents, 

the gifts that God has given you!  Do not be afraid 

to dream of great things!”  Over the next two 

months, the St. Gabriel Consolidated School 

Community will be looking at this quote and others 

from the perspectives of both Thanksgiving and 

Advent. 

 

For Thanksgiving, while we will continue to have our annual food drive for the poor, we will be 

stressing the concept of having an “attitude of gratitude.”  Our young people have a great many 

gifts.  While we, of course, want them to be shared with others, we also want the children to see 

them for what they are; gifts from God for which they should be thankful.  Our focus at SGCS for 

November will be to express gratitude for these gifts and all that they enable us to do for others.  

I encourage you all to reflect on this question: What if you woke up today with only what you 

thanked God for last night? 

 

In December we will all be preparing for the birth of the Christ-child through the seasons of 

Advent and Christmas.  Arguably, the birth of Jesus is one of the greatest moments in the history 

of the world.  While we do not necessarily expect great things of this magnitude from the children 

in our school, we will encourage them to not only dream of, but do the great things of which they 

are capable.  From the random acts of kindness we see from them each day to those who go 

above and beyond to help others, the children of St. Gabriel Consolidated School are fully 

capable of helping to prepare themselves and others to welcome the newborn Jesus.  There is 

absolutely no doubt that these children are destined to do great things for our school, the Church 

and our world. 

 

On behalf of the St. Gabriel Consolidated School Community, we wish you all a blessed 

Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas! 
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First Weekend of  Advent 
Saturday, Nov. 28 & Sunday, Nov. 29 

 

St. Nick Toy Drive for Campton Mission 
Saturday, Nov. 28, and Sunday, Nov. 29, in the Gathering Space 

 

Advent Lessons and Carols 
Friday, Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m. at St. Maximilian Kolbe Church 

Led by choirs from St. John and St. Max 
 

St. John Christmas Craft Show 
Saturday, Dec. 5, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Favret Hall, the Pavilion, and the Parish Center 

 

Junior High Youth Ministry Christmas Party 
Saturday, Dec. 5, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the Youth Room. 

 

Feast of  the Immaculate Conception 
Tuesday, Dec. 8, Feast Day Masses at 6:30 a.m., Noon, and 7:30 p.m. 

 

Advent Holy Hour of  Adoration 
Tuesday, Dec. 8, in the Chapel immediately following the 7:30 p.m. Mass 

 

Christmas Baskets for the Needy 
Sign-Up Weekends - Nov. 7, 8, 14, & 15 in Gathering Space 

Drop Off - Sat., Dec. 12, from 9 to 10 a.m. in the St. John Parking Lot 
 

Breakfast in Bethlehem 
Saturday, Dec. 12, from 9 to 10:30 a.m. in Favret Hall 

 

High School Youth Ministry Christmas Party 
Sunday, Dec. 13, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in Favret Hall 

 

Advent Penance Services 
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 6:30 p.m. at Good Shepherd 

Wednesday, Dec. 2, 7 p.m. at St. Susanna 
Saturday, Dec. 5, 10 a.m. at St. Maximilian-Kolbe 

Monday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m. at St. Susanna 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, 6:30 p.m. at Good Shepherd 

Tuesday, Dec. 15, 7 p.m. at St. Maximilian-Kolbe 
Thursday, Dec. 17, 7 p.m. at St. John the Evangelist 

 

Christmas Eve Mass Schedule - Thursday, Dec. 24 
3 p.m. Children’s Mass 

5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass 
10:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass with prelude music beginning at 10 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day Mass Schedule - Friday, Dec. 25 
10 a.m. Christmas Day Mass 

2015  
Advent & 
Christmas Events 

St. John the 
Evangelist 

Catholic Church 



Our Prayers and Sympathy Go Out To… 

 

August 
Arnold Ward on the death of his father 

Robin Wilmhoff on the death of her father 
Dan Howard on the death of his father 

 
September 

Jerry Barney on the death of his uncle 
The family of Carol Peters 

 
October 

Marcy Krendl on the death of her father 
Marge Wagner on the death of her brother 

 

May God’s blessings flow to all parishioners who have suffered  
the loss of  a family member or friend. 

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church 

9080 Cincinnati-Dayton Road 

West Chester, OH 45069 
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