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Where has the summer gone? The festival is over 
and now we are right back into the start of school 
and fall activities. Sometimes, it amazes me how 
much the school year impacts the Church year. 
Many people take the summer off when it comes 
to spending time with God at our weekly liturgy. 
We should be very grateful that God doesn’t take 
any time off from us. God wants to be in our lives 
at all times, even if we sometimes want to shut the 
door and take a break. But God never stops call-
ing our name, hoping that we will respond to that 
call and invite him into our daily lives. 

Maybe we get too comfortable where we are, 
always doing the same thing day in and day out 
while nothing seems to change. That is not nec-
essarily a bad thing, but is it right for our spiritual 
lives? How well are we living the gospel message 
that Jesus has given us?  Maybe it is time for a 
change, to shake things up. Take a look over 
the Adult Formation options for this year. When is 
the last time you took time to learn more about 
yourself and your faith? Perhaps it’s time to finally 
pick up the bible and read the Good News. May-
be this is the year that you sign up to become a 
minister to enhance the weekend liturgies. How is 
God calling you to be more alive in your faith? In 
what ways are you called to model your faith at 
home, at school, at work, in the community, or in 
your parish family at St. John? For those who said 
they’d think about it or maybe next year - well 
guess what, the time is NOW.  

Once again in October, we will be having our 
Generations of Faith program. For those of you 
who were there last year, it was awesome to see 
everyone working to serve others. It was great to 
see our parish reach out to so many less fortunate 
individuals who needed a helping hand.  This year, 
we will be reaching out to others again. We will 
be asking for donations so that we may show the 
Lord’s mercy to others.  Then we will need help on 
the nights of Generations of Faith to assemble all 
the goods.  It would be great to see a huge turn-
out!

With each passing year that I am able to serve this 
community, I continue to see the wonderful work 
of the Lord in the St. John family. What a gift it is 
to see so many people stepping up to help in so 
many ways. I believe there are many more that 
are being called by name to do the work of the 
Lord. Whatever choices come your way this year, 
make time to get to know the God who is deeply 
in love with you. If you are called to learn more 
about your faith, put your faith in action and make 
the choice to respond to the call that God is offer-
ing. We just aren’t the same when you are not a 
part of our parish family. Something is missing when 
you make the choice to not get involved. Make 
your faith a priority; spend time with God!  Have a 
great month.



From the Business 
Manager
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As Joan Seibenick is on vacation, Angela Pugliano will be guest writing her column for this month’s issue.

We want to thank everyone SO much for supporting our annual family festival this year. We are so 
blessed with amazing, hard-working volunteers and Festival Committee members who help make 
this event our number one fund raiser each year. We are so grateful!

The Festival took in $231,800 over the weekend. While this is about $4,000 less than last year and 
$9,300 less than 2014, it was still immensely successful. 2014 and 2015 were two of our biggest festival 
years ever.  To put into perspective how good of a Festival we did have, we did better than 6 of the 
past 11 years!

Specifically, this is how some of our booths and events did this year: One of our biggest festival 
events, Basket Bonanza, had their best-ever weekend with $38,880 in sales! These baskets were 
generously donated to us by businesses, parishioners, and Basket Bonanza staff workers, especially 
Janet Raters, so we thank them all for their hard work and generosity! Our Blackjack/Poker had a 
great year crossing the $10k threshold for the first time since 2011, our frozen lemonade/ice cream 
booth had their best-ever weekend, the Sandwich booth had their best-ever weekend, and our 
Silent Auction was up by 2% from last year!

Our net income from this year was around $150,000, which is a huge source of support for our 
church. Final numbers will not be available until the end of the year, so be on the lookout for anoth-
er report from Joan around December. 

Again, we thank you all so much for all of your hard work helping us put together this awesome 
event. We have photos being featured of our Festival on page 5 if you missed them online. To those 
of you who came, we hope you enjoyed it and will be back next year!

Festival Success Update

Angela Pugliano
Pastoral Associate of 

Communications



Anna Peloquin
Pastoral Associate of Children’s Faith Formation
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When I attended Boston College, I had a professor named Jane Regan that would always start 
class with, “Church documents are our friends!” For those of you that have never read through 
a Church document written by the pope, they can be full of so much rich content that as you 
read, you may be left feeling a bit overwhelmed. But my professor’s enthusiasm encouraged 
me and my classmates. Since then, I’ve found that by reading Church documents, I get to 
experience the living Church. We are constantly growing in our understanding and love of 
God and so our faith is not something that remains stagnant.  These documents are not just for 
bishops and highly religious people to stick in a box to be filed away, but for all of their flock, 
to encourage them on their faith journey and to gently direct them to turn back to the Good 
Shepherd, Jesus Christ. 

In the opening of Pope Francis’ newest document, Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love, in English) 
he notes that married couples might want to read Chapters 4 and 5 and that everyone should 
read Chapter 8. As a new mother, I enjoyed reading Chapter 5, entitled Love Made Fruitful. 
Many times, I think the vocation of being a mother (and a father) is underestimated and it is 
beautiful to see it spelled out so beautifully here. “With great affection I urge all future mothers: 
keep happy and let nothing rob you of the interior joy of motherhood. Your child deserves your 
happiness. Don’t let fears, worries, other people’s comments or problems lessen your joy of 
being God’s means of bringing new life to the world” (171). Just that simple phrase, “your child 
deserves your happiness”, can be unpacked in many different ways by mothers of all walks 
of life, including single mothers, mothers facing a child with special needs or complications, 
or even mothers that are refugees. I am personally excited to teach my child about God and 
bringing them up in the community of the Catholic Church.  Every year, I love working with 
children and families to prepare them to receive the Eucharist for the first time. I look forward 
to sharing this experience with my own child in the future.

Another chapter that many parents and grandparents might be interested in is Chapter 7, 
which focuses on Educating Children. Christian morality is usually at the top of the list of what 
parents want to pass on to their children, because it affects all aspects of the way one lives 
their life. In the family setting, we first learn “to relate to others, to listen and share, to be patient 
and show respect, to help one another and live as one” (276). While schools, parishes, media, 
and communities influence our children, parents and guardians are the key role models for 
them. But Pope Francis takes this a step further by reminding parents to instill in their children 
a sense of autonomy to do what is right. “Doing what is right means more than, ‘judging what 
seems best’ or knowing clearly what needs to be done… a good ethical education includes 
showing a person that it is in his or her own interest to do what is right” (265). This right course 
might involve effort and sacrifice for the individual, but when good habits are ingrained in the 
child, then these challenges will seem small compared to the benefits that they see for them-
selves and others.

While I don't have time in this article to relay all the wonderful nuggets of information, all of 
these Church Documents have been translated into many different languages and are avail-
able online at http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html. Amoris Laetitia can be found 
under the Apostolic Exhortation tab.  I challenge you to start maybe just with one chapter, 
maybe it’s only a few paragraphs each day and see where the Holy Spirit leads you. Remem-
ber, Church documents are our friends!

A Quick Look at Amoris Laetitia
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Jerry Barney
Deacon

October is ‘Respect Life”Month: 
From the “Womb to the Tomb”

The Gospel Proclamation is complex.  Part of it surely has 
a “feel good” sentiment about a loving God who loves us 
unconditionally.  Naturally some ministers and some denom-
inations will focus on this message because it is not contro-
versial and is pleasing to the ear.  However, there are dimensions of the “Good News” 
that are extremely challenging that we would just as soon ignore or forget.  

For example, Jesus teaches us to pray for our enemies: "But I say to you, love your ene-
mies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). However, actually doing 
this can cause us to choke on the words.  I remember on the first anniversary of “911”, I 
was asked to Preside at a memorial service.  During my homily I spoke about the need 
for us to pray; to petition for the victims and the victims’ families, the “First Responders”, 
and for our nation as a whole.  I added that we also need to pray for our enemies, 
including Osama Bin Laden.  There were audible gasps within the assembly.  Under-
standably, this was a very hard line for all of us to swallow, but it is our Lord’s teaching 
nevertheless.

Likewise, our Catholic Tradition offers us biblically based mandates that are difficult to 
accept.  Central to our moral teaching is the notion that we respect all facets of hu-
man life from conception to natural death.  Here are some examples: We value the 
life of the unborn even when the circumstance of the pregnancy or the condition of 
the fetus requires heroic self-sacrifice in allowing the baby to be born.  We come to the 
aid of the homeless, despite our repugnance at his or her appearance, and suspicions 
about how they got there in the first place.  We will not induce death even if the ter-
minal patient is under great duress. We will not execute a murderer, even though our 
thirst for revenge demands it.  We are to offer the best of care for aging and/or sickly 
people even though euthanasia would be cheaper and less stressful emotionally.  We 
will care for our environment to ensure a safe and habitable planet for future genera-
tions regardless of the need for cumbersome and sometimes expensive lifestyle chang-
es. We have a “presumption against war”, and will only engage in warfare when it 
strictly meets with the criteria of our “Just War Principles”.

Following Jesus no doubt offers great joy and peace of mind. However, being an au-
thentic Christian is also very demanding.  Put another way: there is a “cost to Disciple-
ship”, which requires putting the needs of others first, and a deep concern for human 
life from the “womb to the tomb”.
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Thanks for making 
our annual summer 
festival such a fun 

3 days! If you’d 
like to see more 

photos, be sure to 
“like” us on Face-
book  by search-

ing for St. John the 
Evangelist, West 

Chester and check 
them out! Please 

join us next year for 
more family fun.

St. John Family Festival 2016



Update from St. Gabriel 
Consolidated School        
By: Nicole Brainard, Principal
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This year is an exciting year for the St. Gabriel Consolidated School Communi-
ty. It is the sesquicentennial, or 150th anniversary, of St. Gabriel School. A year-
long celebration of the school and its past, present and future will kick-off at 
St. John the Evangelist on September 29, which is the Feast of St. Gabriel. This 
celebration will be an all-school and all-community Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Joe Binzer. Monthly activities and mini-celebrations will continue throughout the 
school year, culminating with an alumni event on the school campus in May.  

An alumni database is being compiled so information regarding these anniver-
sary activities and events can be shared. All alumni are encouraged to provide 
the school with updated contact information by sending an e-mail to Sherie 
Brickner at s.brickner@stgabeschool.org. An alumni Facebook page will soon 
be available to enable our graduates to reconnect with former classmates and 
friends.

St. Gabriel School has a long and storied tradition of faith-filled excellence that 
continues today.100% of our 8th grade Algebra I students passed the Ohio State 
End of Course Exam in Algebra I, a ninth grade level exam, this past spring. Of 
the over 13,400 students in the State of Ohio who took the test, only 51% re-
ceived a passing score.  

Fifth through eighth grade students will have the opportunity to compete in 
VEXiQ Robotics competitions this year. We will continue our outreach programs 
to support those in need in our surrounding communities. These examples and 
many more are harbingers of a successful start to our next 150 years and we 
look forward to sharing future accomplishments with our St. John family.

C E L E B R A T I N G  1 5 0  Y E A R S
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Join us for

GENERATIONS of  FAITH 

St. John the Evangelist has created this new 
theme in an effort to highlight that we have all 
been called by God and to emphasize plac-
es within our community where others can ex-
ecute their time and talents.  For the next few 
months, we will be highlighting groups and min-
istries within the St. John Parish who have been 
called by God to give, serve, and share their 
talents. Please contact Angela at apugliano@

stjohnwc.org if you have a ministry in mind.

“I Have Called You By Name...”
Our New Parish Theme!

October 18 & 19, 2016
We will be having our annual 2 - night Genera-

tions of Faith event this October 18 & 19, starting 
at 6 p.m. As always, we will share a meal of pizza 
together in the Center before listening to inspiring 
speakers and then partaking in some service ac-
tivities! This year, we will be focusing on helping 
Catholic Charities put together relief baskets for 
refugees coming into this country with nothing. 
Please mark your calendars and join us for this 

St. John event!



www.stjohnwc.org    (513)777-6433

Our Prayers and Sympathy go out to...
Our Prayers and Sympathy Go Out To… 

 
August 

Arnold Ward on the death of his father 
Robin Wilmhoff on the death of her father 

Dan Howard on the death of his father 
 

September 
Jerry Barney on the death of his uncle 

The family of Carol Peters 
 

October 
Marcy Krendl on the death of her father 

Marge Wagner on the death of her brother 
 
May God’s blessings flow to all parishioners who have suffered  
the loss of  a family member or friend. 
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June
• Fr. Mark Burger on the death of his 
mother
•Steve Risola and the death of his 
wife, Michele Risola
•Hank Korb on the death of his wife, 
Jo Ann Korb
•Tim Askren on the death of his sister
•Dan Askren on the death of his aunt
•Kim Schwind on the death of her 
friend
•Judy Miller on the death of her 
sister-in-law

July
• Tim Reed on the death of his brother
•Gene Carns on the death of his     
brother
•Debra Tetzloff on the death of her 
brother
•Kirt Robb on the death of his brother-
in-law
•Anne Holbrook on the death of her 
aunt
•Robert Pfriem on the death of his 
father
•David Moster on the death of his 
mother
•Michael Dailey on the death of his uncle


