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Monthly Total as of Nov., 2019

Total Monthly Amount:

Sunday Offerings.................................................. $72,739.35
Online Donations................................................$35,609.00
Second Collection.........................................................$9,047.85

Fiscal Year-to-Date Amount:

Total........................................................................ $117,396.20

Actual: $108,348.35
Budget: $104,000.00

Actual: $562,972
Budget: $572,000
Over/(Under): (9,027)

Jan. 13 , Team 3: Dan B., Jeanne C., Carole E.
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FATHER DON’S REFLECTION
MT 3:13-17

“…he came up from the water and behold, the heavens were opened for him,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon him. And
a voice came from the heavens, saying, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased.’”
Jesus came to the Jordan to be baptized by John. John tried to talk Jesus out of the baptism, but Jesus insisted
that it take place. The question is, why? Why would Jesus come to receive the baptism that John was performing?
It was a baptism that called for the person to renounce their sins and change their heart. Jesus surely did not need
any sins to be removed and his heart was pure. However, Jesus said in reply to John’s questioning: “Allow it now,
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” It was part of the Father’s master plan for salvation and Jesus
is the fulfillment of that plan.
Jesus was embraced by both the Spirit who descended upon him and the Father’s words announcing his pleasure.
In one way, this is an endorsement of Jesus and a commissioning into his mission to do the will of the Father. It is
both an ending and a beginning. For John, his mission was complete. He made straight the path of the Lord. He
prepared, as best as he could, the people for the coming of the Christ. As Jesus rose out of the river Jordan, his
mission began. He was anointed by the Spirit of God and the Father blessed him as well. What a scene that must
have been for the people of the Jordan to witness. How amazing it would have been to be there and witness the
Good News about the Son of God. It would be a baptism they would not soon forget.
On this feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we can all look to what took place at our baptisms. We were brought into
the family of God through the waters. As the water was poured or we were immersed into the water, the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit washed over us. We were freed of our original sin, but even more importantly, we were brought
into the family of God. It was to fulfill all righteousness. We entered the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. While
it was a one-time event, it is something that we are called to daily. Our “yes” to the baptismal promises are ones we
should often respond to in our lives. Every time we bless ourselves with holy water and make the sign of the cross,
we are calling to mind what took place in our baptisms. It calls us to the relationship we have with Jesus and the
Good News we are all called to proclaim. Each and every day of our lives, we should say “yes” to the Good News
that Jesus gave us.
What took place with Jesus at the Jordan River is something that happens to us today in our Sacraments of Initiation. The Holy Spirit comes to us in a profound way in the Sacrament of Confirmation. Confirmation completes the
Sacraments of Initiation, which began with the waters of baptism. That is why it is so powerful for me when we see
adults come into the church and receive their baptism, confirmation and Eucharist all at one liturgy. The true Easter
joy comes from that rich moment in their sacramental life. But no matter when we enter the initiation sacraments,
we all long to hear what Jesus heard when he came out of the water: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.” God is indeed pleased with us when we follow his will. May we say yes to the Lord on this feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. Have a great week!

Readings for This Week: Jan. 13 - 17
Monday

1 Sm 1: 1-8; Ps 116; Mk 1: 14-20

Tuesday

1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2; Mk 1: 21-28

Wednesday 1 Sm 3: 1-10, 19-20; Ps 40; Mk 1: 29-39
Thursday

1 Sm 4: 1-11; Ps 44; Mk 1: 40-45

Friday

1 Sm 8: 4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89; Mk 2: 1-12

Daily readings can be accessed online from our parish
Web site, www.stjohnwc.org. You can also access them
from our parish app!
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WELCOME
PARISH THEME
“We are the Body
of Christ”

Mother Son Event - GAME Night!
January 17, 2020, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Parish Center

We are so excited to announce our second annual Mother-Son event! We will
be having a GAME NIGHT on January
17. Mothers and Sons of St. John should
prepare for a fun and exciting night of
games, food, photo booth and light refreshments. If Mom is not available, you
may bring another guest, such as an older
sister, aunt, grandmother, family friend,
etc. Please visit the St. John website to
RSVP by Jan. 10, 2020. We hope to see
you there!

Father - Daughter Dance

February 7, 2020 from 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Favret Hall

WE WANT YOU TO KNOW

No matter what your present status in the
Catholic Church, no matter what your current
family or marital situation, no matter what your
past or present religious affiliation, no matter
what your personal history, age, background,
race, or color—you are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected at St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church.

PRESIDER SCHEDULE:

Calling all Fathers and Daughters: it’s time
for the Second Annual St. John Father/
Daughter Dance! This year’s dance will be
held on Friday February 7, 2020, in Favret Hall. Once again, we will have a DJ to
get the dance floor hopping, and will have
light refreshments on hand. If Dad is unavailable, please feel free to bring an older
brother, uncle, grandfather, etc. We will be
setting up the night of Thursday February
6th if anyone would like to assist with decorating, etc. Please visit the website for more information and to register!

A warm welcome to Michael & Toinette
Riehle and their daughter Jenna who are
new parishioners here at St. John!

Jan. 18 / 19
SATURDAY

5:00 p.m......................................Fr. Don West

SUNDAY

8:00 a.m......................................Fr. Don West
9:30 a.m.......................................Fr. Don West
11:30 a.m......................................Fr. Don West
Please note that this schedule
is subject to change.

Want more?
Visit our website at www.stjohnwc.org,
Like our Facebook page:
“St. John the Evangelist West Chester” &
Follow us on Twitter @stjohnwc

Catholics Returning Home

Have you, or someone you know, drifted away from his/her Catholic
faith? If you would like to return to the Catholic Church, we have a ministry to help welcome you back. Many times a past hurt or misunderstanding gets in the way of someone from receiving all that the church
has to offer. Come and test the waters again, you might be surprised
what God has in store for you! If interested, please contact Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch at 777-6433, ext. 121 or ccipollamcculloch@stjohnwc.org.

Adult Faith Formation Book Discussion

Enrique’s Journey Book Discussion will be held in the Hospitality
Room on Monday January 13 at 7 p.m. Feel free to join us for this
important discussion. Questions? Please contact Caitlin at ccipollamcculloch@stjohnwc.org
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CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION

Mary Montour - mmontour@stjohnwc.org - 777-6433, ext. 118

Early Childhood Education
Our Early Childhood classes are learning about Jesus and all the wonderful ways He takes care
of His people. Classes will continue to meet on Sundays during 9:30 mass. If you have any
questions about the program, please contact Katie- kbehrle@stjohnwc.org
Home Study
A friendly reminder that this Sunday, Jan 12, Home Study families will meet in Favret Hall, from 1:00 – 2:00pm, to
go over Unit 3. We agreed at our last meeting to make this gathering a pot luck lunch.
First Eucharist
If your child is in 2nd grade you should have received a letter via postal service with paperwork to begin the process of
family and child preparation. Please read through completely, mark your calendars with the dates included, and return
any required paperwork as soon as you can. Our Parent Meeting for First Eucharist is Monday, January 27, 2020, 7 – 8
pm, in Favret Hall. For more information, go to https://www.stjohnwc.org/first-eucharist.html.
Mother Son Game Night! Friday, Jan. 17, 2020, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m., in our Parish Center
Please mark your calendars for our second annual Mother-Son event, which promises to be a night of festive, interactive games, food and fellowship. Go to https://www.stjohnwc.org/mother-son-dance-rsvp.html to register!
Father Daughter Dance - February 7, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Join us for our second annual Father Daughter Valentine dance! If Dad is unavailable, please feel free to bring an older
brother, uncle, grandfather, etc. We will be setting up the night of Thursday February 6th if anyone would like to assist
with decorating, etc. Please visit the website for more information and to register!

YOUTH MINISTRY
Confirmation Mystagogia

Mystagogia sessions are required events
for the students who have been Confirmed in 2019. These sessions will be
set-up like Youth Ministry nights and
will be held in the Youth Room in Favret Hall. The dates are Sunday, Jan. 12,
Feb. 9, Mar. 8, and Apr. 19 and are held
from 6:30-8:30pm! Come and explore your spirituality
and relationship with Christ while also forming friendships with other High School aged teens. Contact Annie
at amesewicz@stjohnwc.org with any questions about
Confirmation or Confirmation prep.
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Hello from the New Pastoral Associate
of Communication

Spirited Seniors
Below are our meeting dates / themes for the near future:
February 12, 2020: Sing-a-long with Jim Rosenberger
March 11, 2020: Bingo

Friends of Jesus

Friends of Jesus is a group for adults with developmental
disabilities (18 years of age or older). This group’s focus is primarily for support, prayer and socializing. The
parishes of All Saints, St. Columban, Good Shepherd, St.
Margaret of York, St. Philip the Apostle and St. Vincent
Ferrer would like to extend an invitation to our neighboring parishes who would like to join us on the following Saturdays in 2019 - 2020:
January 25, March 21, with a date for the year-end picnic
in 2020 to be determined, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., at All
Saints Parish Center, 8939 Montgomery Road. We come
together in prayer, do some craft-making and enjoy refreshments. New members are always welcome but need
to RSVP first prior to attending so we can plan for food
and craft supplies. For questions or to RSVP, please contact Jane Callan at 793-3546.

Hello everyone! My name is Sarah Chivers, and I am excited to be serving the St. John’s community as the new
Pastoral Associate of Communications. I graduated from
Wright State University in May 2019 with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Communication Studies. Less than a month
after graduating, I married my high school sweetheart,
Daniel, who is a recent convert to the Catholic faith. We
are expecting our first child, Amelia Jane, in late April.
In my free time, I enjoy photography, hiking with my
husband and our black Lab, Luna, and spending time
with my family. I look forward to meeting you all!

Yoga for the Spirit

Jan. 20, 6:30 p.m. in Favret Hall

Join us for the first and third Mondays
of the month for mindful movement and
prayerful meditation. Bring your mat
and a water bottle. If you have any questions regarding the practice, you can
contact our teacher, Michelle Deutsch,
at mdeutsch@fuse.net. See you there!

At our January 25th gathering we will focus on the Feast
of the Epiphany when the Magi came to bring gifts to the
baby Jesus. At this time we will focus on the gifts we can
give.
If you would like you could bring a canned good or staple
that could be taken to a food pantry.

St. John Parishioners: Setting the Table of the Lord

If you have ever set your table at home for a big family meal, then you already have an idea of what our Liturgical
Ministers do every weekend for each Mass. The Altar Attendants, Sacristans, Hospitality Ministers, Eucharistic Ministers, and Lectors all play a big role in “The Meal”, the Mass, we share together.
Many of our parishioners give their time and talents each and every weekend, and we are absolutely grateful for the
wonderful gift they give. But, we fall very short on help for each Mass. We are in need of Altar Attendants, Sacristans,
Hospitality Ministers, and Eucharistic Ministers every weekend. We encourage you and your family to prayerfully
consider being part of the Liturgical Ministry. It is, without a doubt, a great way for the entire family to become more
involved in our weekend Masses. Training is simple and
takes little of your time. We would appreciate your consideration of participating in this ministry and would certainly
LOVE TO HAVE YOU! If you are interested, please contact Scott Steinke at 777-6433, or email him at ssteinke@
stjohnwc.org .
6

Generations of Faith

St. Gabe’s Open House

Join us for one of the most important service events of the year,
Generations of Faith! Bring your families to enjoy a salad
and pizza dinner, service stations that help a number of
neighboring charities, and fun activities for all ages.

St. Gabriel Consolidated School
invites you to our
Open House on
Sunday, Jan. 26, 2020 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Families
are welcome to tour the school, meet our teachers and get
information about all the programs and extra-curricular
activities we provide. Information is also available on
our website www.stgabeschool.org. Registration for the
2020-2021 school year opens to parishioners on Jan. 13.

Feb. 18 & 19, 2020

Jan. 26, 2020 from 1 - 3 p.m.

What we need for Generations of Faith:
St. Leo Personal Care Bags
deodorant, shampoo, shaving cream, razors, klee ex, toilet tissue, hand wipes, dish soap, disinfectant cleaner,
paper towels, laundry detergent, Lysol spray, vinegar
Pregnancy Center East Baby Shower Bags
Baby Wipes, Baby Food items (baby food/cereal), Bottles, Bath Items (shampoo/wash/lotion/powder), Diapers, Baby towels/wash cloths, Clothing items or onesies,
Pairs of Socks, Bibs, Receiving Blankets (thin) *Please
NO glass food jars
Baby Blankets
One-yard pieces of solid and patterned FLEECE baby
blanket fabric
Reach Out Lakota Hispanic Food Bags
Masa or Maseca, Dried pinto beans, Long grain white
rice, Tomato sauce, chili powder, cumin, oregano, cilantro, salt, pepper, garlic powder, onion powder
Family Promise Bags:
(Home care items)
Toilet paper, paper towels, tissues, trash bags, all purpose cleaner, dishwashing liquid
(Personal care items)
Soap – bar or liquid, shampoo, deodorant, feminine hygiene items, toothpaste, toothbrushes

Important dates to remember:
Wednesday, January 15 - Ed Choice Informational Meeting at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, January 21 - Looking Ahead; Planning for Success in High School and Beyond at 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, January 26 - Open House from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Jan. 27 - Jan. 31 - Catholic Schools Week
Thursday, January 30 - All school Mass and Faith Friends
activities at St. Max
February 3 - February 14 - Everybody Counts Program
Friday, March 20 - Teacher’s Religious In Service Day at
St. John

Companions on the Journey

We also accept cash donations! Please drop off these
supplies before the week of Feb. 18 & 19 so that we can
organize them.

Getting Married?

Marriage preparation is an important process and should
be started as soon as possible upon engagement. Even if
you elect to be married elsewhere, we are happy to provide
the marriage preparation needed. If you have a prior marriage and are in need of annulment, please feel free to call.
For more information, contact Fr. Don West at 777-6433
or dwest@stjohnwc.org, Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch at 7776433, ext. 121, or ccipollamcculloch@stjohnwc.org, or
Deacon Fred Merritt at 777-7737 fmerritt@stjohnwc.org.
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Grief Support Group.
Companions on the Journey will resume their regular 2nd and 4th Thursday schedule starting Jan
9 and Jan 23. Now that
the Holidays are over, winter can be a difficult season for
grief. Join us from 7-8:30 pm in the Hospitality Suite
and discuss topics that are part of the healing process.
The group is open to all in the community who have experienced the death of a loved one. Be with others who
understand and care. January will mark the 27th anniversary of the group. Registration is not necessary, but
call Ron Meyer at 376-1277or Kathy McConnell at 5606151 for more details.

Additional Thank You to Those Who
Donated Towards Christmas Flowers:
John & Kathy Adams
John & Renee Plavsic
Elaine Mahoney in memory of James A. Mahoney
Mary Flynn in memory of Jack Flynn
Carol Thomas in memory of David Thomas, Ann Mueller,
Rick & Annie Sckenk and Edward & Charlotte Riedel

We focus this section of the bulletin on those who are
important parts of our community: those who volunteer
their time and talents to making our St. John community
the collective Body of Christ.

Dear St John the Evangelist Parishioners,
George and Maxine Thomas would like to send a special “thank you’” to all those who gave their time and effort to
support the Christmas craft fair through volunteering to work the craft fair, bake, decorate the baking goods with
Christmas wrappings, donate to the raffle, manifest their talents through their crafts, students’ giving service, Knights
of Columbus, Church employees, especially Kirt, and last but not least, those who prayed for successful weather.
While organizing this event is challenging, we found that the support above is evidence that all of us form the Body
of Christ with God as our eyes for direction.
This message was sent by the members of St. Vincent de Paul:
On behalf of the St. John’s SVdP conference, we would like to express our sincere gratitude for the immense contribution that you make to the Craft Fair and choosing us to be the benefactor of the proceeds. These funds are a large
and very important part of our budget. Without these funds, we could not have the impact that we do with our local
neighbors. Our team is blessed to interact with our neighbors who are experiencing challenges and being able to
help them with their urgent need. It is quite rewarding to see the expression or to be thanked by our neighbors for the
help we provide for their basic but critical needs they have. Perhaps it is helping them avoid a utility disconnect, help
with rent because they are short due to an illness or unexpected other expense or simply a gift card to help provide
gas money to help them get to work or funding to purchase fresh dairy/vegetables that they need. We typically help
100-125 households per year while also providing other available resource direction to many others. This would not
be possible without the help of the craft fair, the parish and many others.
Again thank you so much for your support. Have a Happy New Year!

Liturgy of the Word with Children

The goal of this ministry is to provide a meaningful and fun experience for Children Grades 1, 2, and 3 during the
Liturgy of the Word dismissal at the 9:30 and 11:30 AM Sunday Masses. We are currently looking for individuals
and/or couples like you to be a great part of this ministry, especially for the 11:30 Mass. You don’t need to do it every
weekend, or even every other weekend. Lots of resources are available to help you as a facilitator relate the Sunday
readings to them in a way that is interesting, understandable and empowers them to reflect upon its message and
connect it to their daily lives. It is not a religion class; Liturgy of the Word with Children is intended to help the children pray and reflect on God’s Word.
If you are interested in becoming a leader or assistant, feel free to sit in on a session and see how it’s done! Then,
contact Scott Steinke at the parish offices (777-6433) or at ssteinke@stjohnwc.org for more information on how you
can be a leader in this ministry!!
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January

Chapel....................................................CHA
Church................................................... CHU
Conference Room..................................CR
Center..................................................... CTR
Gathering Space.....................................GS
Favret Hall................................................FH
Reconciliation Room.............................. RR
South Wing of FH.................................. SW

MONDAY, JAN. 13

8:30am............. Communion Service..................................CHA
9:30am............. Bible Study......................................................HR
5:00pm............. St. Vincent de Paul Quarterly Meeting....CR
6:30pm............. Yoga for the Spirit...........................................FH
7:00pm............. AFF Book Discussion....................................HR
7:00pm............. K of C Council Meeting..............................PAV

TUESDAY, JAN. 14

8:30am............. Mass in memory of Brendan Horn.......CHA
7:00pm............. AFF Book Club................................................HR

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 15

8:30am............. Mass in memory of Betty Davis............CHA
5:30pm............. Youth Choir...................................................CHU
6:30pm............. PSR...................................................................CTR
7:00pm............. Adult Choir....................................................CHU

THURSDAY, JAN. 16

8:30am............. Mass in memory of Terence Dinan.......CHA
9:30am............. Scripture Study...............................................CR
6:00pm............. RCIA.................................................................SpH
7:00pm............. Boy Scouts....................................................CTR

Hospitality Room....................................HR
Pavilion....................................................PAV
Youth Room.............................................. YR
Staff Conf. Room.................................. SCR
Spirit House.......................................... SPH
Plaza........................................................ PLZ

SATURDAY, JAN. 18

4:00pm............. Reconciliation.................................................RR
5:00pm............. Mass in memory of Ann Perry...............CHU
6:00pm............St. Gabriel School information booth will be
in the Gathering Space after Mass

SUNDAY, JAN. 19

8:00am............. Mass in memory of Steve Meyer.........CHU
9:00am............St. Gabriel School information booth will be
in the Gathering Space after Mass
9:30am............. Mass for the Parish...................................CHU
10:30am............St. Gabriel School information booth will
be in the Gathering Space after Mass
9:30am............. Early Childhood Program.........................CTR
10:45am............ PSR..................................................................CTR
11:30am............. Mass in memory of Mary Ann Becker..CHU
12:30pm............St. Gabriel School information booth will
be in the Gathering Space after Mass
1:00pm.............. Girl Scouts.....................................................PAV
6:30pm............. Jr. High PSR....................................................FH
7:00pm............. ARISE Youth Ministry...................................YR
8:15pm.............. Basketball Open Gym...............................CTR

FRIDAY, JAN. 17

8:30am............. Communion Service...................................CHA
7:00pm............. Mother - Son Game Night..........................CTR

On the first weekend of each month the K of C leads the rosary before all Masses. The rosary will start 20 minutes before Mass except for the 11:30
a.m. Mass. At the 11:30 a.m. Mass, the rosary will begin at 11 a.m. Come and join us as we lead the rosary. We have much to be thankful for and you
can also include any special intentions.
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RCIA / Ministry to Returning Catholics
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch................... 777-6433, ext. 121
Stephen Ministry/CRHP
Scott Steinke........................................ 777-6433, ext. 115
Companions on the Journey
(Grief support for those who have lost a loved one; meets the 2nd
& 4th Thursdays of the month in the Hospitality Room at 7 p.m.)

Ron Meyer...........................................................376-1277
Small Church Communities (Journey of Faith)
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch................... 777-6433, ext. 121
Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing)
Contact the office .............................................. 777-6433
Communion to the Sick/Shut-Ins
Julie Chapman...........................................513-807-8004
St. Vincent de Paul
Guy Lavergne....................................... 777-6433 ext. 120
Prayer Network

Pastoral Team
Rev. Don West........................ dwest@stjohnwc.org
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch .......ccipollamcculloch@
stjohnwc.org
Scott Steinke...................... .ssteinke@stjohnwc.org
Mary Montour................ mmontour@stjohnwc.org
Lynn Meisberger........... lmeisberger@stjohnwc.org

If you or someone you know is struggling w/ a difficulty or crisis, contact the Prayer Network. They will ask members of the Network to pray.

Joan Seibenick................. jseibenick@stjohnwc.org

Email.................................prayernetwork@stjohnwc.org
Margaret Kellogg............................................... 777-4253
Mary Moore.......................................................492-9015
Cry Room
Cry Room is available to parents during all Masses.
Scott Steinke....................................... .777-6433, ext. 115
Hospital Notifications

Anne Mesewicz............... amesewicz@stjohnwc.org
Parish Staff
Karen Hake.....................................khake@stjohnwc.org
Karen Simmons...................... ksimmons@stjohnwc.org
Brigid Loebig............................... bloebig@stjohnwc.org
Kirt Robb........................................krobb@stjohnwc.org
Katie Behrle.................................kbehrle@stjohnwc.org
Deacon Fred Merritt................... fmerritt@stjohnwc.org
Volunteer Deacon Rick Reder.............rreder@stjohnwc.org

If you know that you are going to the hospital and would like
to be remembered at Mass or have a pastoral staff member
visit, please call the parish office at 777-6433. We are no longer notified by hospitals or chaplains about parishioners who
are ill

Volunteer Deacon Jerry Barney.. jbarney@stjohnwc.org

Formation & Education

Parish Organizations

Early Childhood Program (during 9:30 Mass)

Pastoral Council, Dan Woods....pastoralcouncil@stjohnwc.org

Katie Behrle..............................kbehrle@stjohnwc.org Worship Commission, Scott Steinke............. 777-6433
PSR (Grds 1-8), 1st Eucharist, 1st Reconciliation

Justice & Peace Commission,Tony Klimek... 787-0038

Mary Montour.................... mmontour@stjohnwc.org Finance Committee, John Insco.......... (513) 755-7594
St. Gabriel Consolidated School (our Parish School)

Knights of Columbus, Patrick Leeper........... 604-4449

Shaylen Gettelfinger....... segettelfinger@hotmail.com K of C Membership,
................................................................513-578-3640 Bob Heglin.............................................. 513 509-6537
Amy Tanaka, Parish Rep............................... 702-8361 Boy Scouts Troop #940, Steve Bush.....513-206-2937
St. Gabriel Grade School............................... 771-5220 Girl Scouts, Laura Smith........................513-378-6709
Festival Committee, Kevin & Gina Kohls.
Kohls.......513-256-8934
..... 513-256-8934
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