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9080 Cincinnati-Dayton Rd., West Chester, OH 45069 • 513-777-6433 • www.stjohnwc.org

WELCOME TO ALL!
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church, no matter what your current
family or marital situation, no matter what your past or present religious affiliation, no matter
what your personal history, age, background, race, or color—you are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church.

CONTACT US
Phone 513-777-6433 • Fax 513-777-9741 • info@stjohnwc.org • www.stjohnwc.org
St. John the Evangelist Church, West Chester

Parish Phone Numbers
Pavillion 513-755-4973 • Parish Center 513-755-4973 • For emergencies, please call 513-777-6433 and press 5.

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday ....................................... 8:30am - 5:30pm
Friday ................................................................ 8:30am - Noon

Saturday (Church Office) ........................... 3:30pm - 6:00pm
Sunday (Church Office) ............................. 7:30am - 1:00pm

Pastoral Team

Parish Staff

Rev. Don West .......................................................... Pastor
Ext. 133 ................................................. dwest@stjohnwc.org
Sarah Chivers .............................. P.A. of Communication
Ext. 116 .............................................. schivers@stjohnwc.org
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch ... P.A. of Adult Faith Formation
Ext. 121 ............................ ccipollamcculloch@stjohnwc.org
Lynn Meisberger ........................................... P.A. of Music
Ext. 128 ...................................... lmeisberger@stjohnwc.org
Annie Mesewicz ............................. P.A. of Youth Ministry
Ext. 114 ........................................ amesewicz@stjohnwc.org
Mary Montour ............ P.A. of Children’s Faith Formation
Ext. 118 .......................................... mmontour@stjohnwc.org
Joan Seibenick .................................. Business Manager
Ext. 124 ......................................... jseibenick@stjohnwc.org
Scott Steinke ................................................ P.A. of Liturgy
Ext. 115 .............................................. ssteinke@stjohnwc.org

Karen Hake ............................................. Office Manager
Ext. 110 ................................................. khake@stjohnwc.org
Brigid Loebig ................................................ Bookkeeper
Ext. 119 .............................................. bloebig@stjohnwc.org
Deacon Fred Merritt ........................... Senior Ministry
Ext. 132 .............................................. fmerritt@stjohnwc.org
Kirt Robb ........................................... Facilities Manager
Ext. 122 .................................................. krobb@stjohnwc.org
Karen Simmons .......... PSR Administrative Assisstant
Ext. 111 ........................................ ksimmons@stjohnwc.org
Deacon Jerry Barney ............ jbarney@stjohnwc.org
Deacon Rick Reder ....................... rreder@stjohnwc.org
Darren Coe ................................................. Maintenance
Ellen Krumme ................... Weekend Office Assisstant
Janet Raters ...................... Weekend Office Assisstant
Bette Vorbroker ......... Weekend Office Administrator

Monthly Total as of December 31, 2020

Total Monthly Amount:

Sunday Offerings...............................................$105,332.75
Online Donations...............................................$44,201.50
Second Collection...................................................$39,734.78
Total.......................................................................$189,269.03

Fiscal Year-to-Date Amount:

Feb. 3, Team 2: David L., Rosemary S., Kathy S.
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Actual: $149,534.25
Budget: $130,000.00

Actual: $712,506.34
Budget: $702,00.00
Over/(Under): 10,506.34

FATHER DON’S REFLECTION
LK 2:22-40

“…Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘Behold, this
child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign
that will be contradicted-and you yourself a sword will pierce-so that
the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.’”
In my office a painting of the Presentation of the Lord by Rembrandt.
It is a beautiful picture that shows the mother Mary and the child Jesus in her lap and Simeon in front of them blessing the family. The
lighting used almost looks like Rembrandt had shown a spotlight on
the whole scene. The colors are so striking in this simple painting.
Today we celebrate the Presentation of the Lord. It is a time when
Mary and Joseph went to the temple to offer sacrifice to the Lord and
present Jesus to Him as dictated by the Law of Moses. Simeon is a
righteous man who has long waited for this moment in time. He knew
he would not die until this encounter took place. Simeon’s message
is one that is full of mystery.
I can’t imagine how this message was received by Mary and Joseph.
Here is their child, their son, being talked about with such lofty musings. He is one who will bring sadness to Mary for Simeon says a
sword shall pierce her heart. But at the same time, he shall reveal the
hearts of many. He will bring people to a point in their lives that they
will have to make a choice, to accept or reject his message. I would
think that Mary and Joseph would reflect back upon all this amazing
information as the child grew in wisdom and age.

PRESIDER SCHEDULE:
February 8 / 9
SATURDAY

5:00 p.m......................................Fr. Bill Farris

SUNDAY

8:00 a.m......................................Fr. Don West
9:30 a.m.......................................Fr. Don West
11:30 a.m......................................Fr. Don West
(Please note that this schedule is subject to change. )

Readings for This Week: Feb. 3-7

There too, in the temple was a prophetess, Anna, who gave thanks to
God for the opportunity to see this child. She spoke about the child
to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. Jesus was the
source of salvation, in the eyes of Anna. She was given the gift to
recognize the child Jesus as the one who the world was waiting for.

Monday
		

2 Sm 15:13-14, 30/16:5-13;
Ps 3; Mk 5:1-20

Tuesday
		

2 Sm 18:9-10, 14B, 24-25A,
30-19:3; Ps 86; Mt 8:17

Wouldn’t you like to have been with the family as they traveled back
to Nazareth? And to be in on the conversation with Mary and Joseph
about what was said about their child, Jesus? Parents have been
known to brag about their children from time to time. Mary and Joseph could have taken bragging to a new level. What proud parents
they must have been returning from the temple. But I am sure Mary
was concerned about the words about a sword piercing her heart. No
parents would want to hear such things predicted for them. But many
parents, like Mary, have swords piercing their hearts. What Mary will
endure as the mother of Jesus will bring a mixture of sadness and joy.
When all is said and done, the joy of her son’s death and resurrection
will bring redemption for all.

Wednesday
2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Ps 32; 		
		Jn 10:27

So, we can see today that Simeon and Anna were right in their predictions of this child, Jesus. Looking from the outside in, can we see
who Jesus is and what he has meant to each of us? The child grew in
wisdom and the favor of God remained upon him. Simeon and Anna
could die peacefully for they saw what we now know is true. Jesus
came to bring salvation to the world. But not everyone will see Jesus
for who he really is - the savior of the world. We too have seen the
Christ of the Lord as Simeon did in the temple. Only, we recognize
him in the breaking of the bread, as the Body of Christ. Let us rejoice
and be glad that our savior has come to us. Go announce to the world
the Good News. Have a great week!
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Thursday
1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; 1 Ch 29:10,
		
11AB, 11D-12A, 12BCD; Mk
		6:7-13
Friday

Sir 47:2-11; Ps 18; Mk 6:14-29

Next Weekend: Feb. 8/9

First Reading: IS 58:7-10
“If you bestow your bread on the hungry and
satisfy the afflicted; then light shall rise for you
in the darkness.”
Second Reading: 1 COR 2:1-5
“I came to you in weakness and fear and much
trembling... so that your faith might not rest on
human wisdom but on the power of God.”
Gospel: MT 5:13-16
“You are the salt of the earth.”

Parish Festival Open Positions

SPIRITED SENIORS

Do you love the annual parish festival? Are you interested
in being a part of the team that plans and executes this
exciting event? Great news: there are several positions
available! Consider using your time and talents and join
the festival team as one of the following chair or co-chair
positions:
•
•
•
•
•

Please join us at our upcoming meetings!
February 12, 2020: Sing-a-long with Jim Rosenberger
The theme for February is “Take your love temperature:
How do I love thee? Let me count the Ways.”
March 11, 2020: Bingo

Sponsorships Chair
Prizes Co-Chair
Basket Co-Chair
Grounds Co-Chair
Entertainment Co-Chair

Wedding Anniversaries Celebration

On Saturday, February 15 at the 5:00pm mass, the parish
will recognize and congratulate those couples who are
celebrating their 5th, 10th, 15th…and so on in increments of
5, Wedding Anniversary at any time this year. If you are one
of these couples, and wish to be recognized at this Mass,
please contact the parish office at 777-6433 by no later
than noon on Thursday, February 13 so you can be part of
this wonderful celebration. HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

To express interest in a position, or for more information, please contact Joan
Seibenick at
jseibenick@stjohnwc.org.

Yoga for the Spirit

KoC Baby Bottle Fundraiser

Join us in Favret Hall on the first and third Mondays of the
month for mindful movement and prayerful meditation.
Bring your mat and a water bottle. If you have any questions regarding the practice, you can contact our teacher,
Michelle Deutsch, at mdeutsch@fuse.net. See you there!

Don’t forget: The Knights of Columbus will be collecting the filled baby bottles before all the Masses on the
weekend of February 8 & 9 for Pregnancy Center East.
Pregnancy Center East provides services to women who
struggle to supply basic needs for their children. They
give diapers, formula, clothing, and other Items to their
clients. Most importantly, they provide counseling and
Pro-Life alternatives to women that are confronted with
an untimely pregnancy. Their goal is to encourage those
with an unplanned pregnancy to Choose Life.

Hearing Devices Available

Please remember that we have hearing aids available in the
Church Office for anyone who needs them during Mass. It’s
an ear piece and allows you to hear anything coming from the
microphones (readers, singers, Father Don) more clearly.

Honor Roll Students

Congratulations to the following students from St. John who have made their respective schools’ honor rolls:

Lloyd, Carson
Meyer, Henry
Morton-Strauss, Brennan
Reed, Alexander
Strecker, Christopher

Brown, Jordyn
Burke, Nathan
Evans, Ethan
Googins, Ellen
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Mueller, Daniel
Schehr, Landon
Schehr, Tyler
Walker, Ashley

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Father Daughter Dance

February 7 from 7-8:30pm | Favret Hall

Calling all Fathers and Daughters: it’s time for the 2nd
Annual St. John Father/Daughter Dance! Once again,
we will have a DJ to get the dance floor hopping, and
will have light refreshments on hand. If Dad is unavailable, please feel free to bring an older brother, uncle,
grandfather, etc. Please visit the website for more information and to register!

St. Valentine Dinner Party

February 15 from 6:30-8:30pm | Pavilion

Are you a single person looking to learn more about
the vocation of marriage and meet some other great
people? Are you and your partner looking for a
unique date for Valentine’s Day? Join us for the St.
Valentine Dinner Party! Deacon Rick and his wife Janet will share about their vocational journey. A concurrent opportunity for engaging childcare with kid
friendly snacks will occur in the Center.
Cost to attend is $20/couple or $10/person, you are
free to send check or money in advance or bring it to
the door. (If cost is a prohibiting factor, just reach out
to Caitlin in the parish office) Please RSVP for yourselves and your children for these events by Feb. 7.
RSVP to Caitlin at ccipollamcculloch@stjohnwc.org
or register on our website.

Generations of Faith

February 18 & 19 from 6-8pm | Parish Center

Join us for our “Night of Service” with service stations that help neighboring charities. The evening is
free to all parishioners! Dinner begins at 6 p.m. in the
Center, with service to follow. Please register on the
parish website.

Lenten Fish Fry-Days

Fridays during Lent (February 28 - April 3)
from 4:30 - 7:30pm | Parish Center

See our Facebook page for more details. All meals
managed by the Knights of Columbus.
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C H I L D R E N ’ S

FAITH FORMATION
MARY MONTOUR • MMONTOUR@STJOHNWC.ORG • 513-777-6433, EXT. 118

Early Childhood Education

Please remember, there is no class on Sunday, February 16. Classes will continue to meet on Sundays
during 9:30 mass. If you have any questions about
the program, please contact Katie at kbehrle@stjohnwc.org.

Parish School of Religion (PSR)

Thank you to parents of children in grades 1 – 3, for
coming inside the center to pick up your children
when classes are over. We appreciate the partnership to ensure the safety of our children. Friendly reminder to check the Family Handbook for inclement
Home Study
weather information. Friendly reminder that all PSR
Our last Home Study gathering was a great success, families should choose one night to come to Genfilling Favret Hall with families and lots of pot luck erations of Faith (Feb. 18 or Feb. 19) for food, service,
food! Families are reminded to continue working on and fellowship.
Unit 4 (chapters 16 – 20), as well as catching up on
any incomplete chapters from Units 1-3. Friendly re- First Eucharist
minder that all PSR families should choose one night Preparation has begun! Thank you to parents who
to come to Generations of Faith (Feb. 18 or Feb. 19) attended the Parent Meeting and returned the refor food, service, and fellowship. Our next Family quired paperwork. Please keep the children and
families in prayer to be close to Jesus Christ, Bread
Gathering is Feb. 9, 1:00 – 2:00 pm in Favret Hall.
of Life, as they journey to the table of the Lord. More
information can be found on our parish website.
Vacation Bible School
Mark your calendars for June
22 – 26, 2020, 9:00 – noon
daily, as “Rocky Railway—Jesus’
Power Pull Us Through” comes
to St. John!

“My eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.”
Based on Luke 2:22-40...
Down
1. Babies were consecrated according to the law of who?
2. Jesus was destined for the rise and fall of many in ___.
5. Who was the prophetess?
Across
3. ”The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of ___ was upon him.”
4. Where did Mary and Joseph bring Jesus in Jerusalem?
6. Who blessed Jesus and his family?
7. Whose heart will be pierced with a sword?

Find the answers on page 10.

ARISE: High School Youth Ministry

Arise is having a social this Sunday from 7-8:30pm
in the youth room. Come for games, snacks, and fellowship!
SERVICE EVENT FOR TEENS: Saturday, February
15 is our first ever High School Ministry Service day.
We are gathering at A Child’s Hope International for
a Hands Against Hunger service opportunity. Meet
us there at 9am and we can work together to foster
a more caring world, learn about our brother’s and
sister’s in need of nutritional supplies, and build community. The service event starts at 9am and ends at
12pm. RSVP to Annie at amesewicz@stjohnwc.org.

Confirmation Mystagogia

The next session is Sunday, Feb. 9 from 6:30-8:30pm
in the Youth Room in Favret Hall. The topic for the
night is focused on what happens at Mass. These are
mandatory sessions for every Confirmation student
who has received the sacrament of Confirmation in
2019. Since it is a requirement for Confirmation,
we will be taking attendance. .....In these sessions,
we will explore spirituality and personal relationship
with Christ in small group settings – there is also a
social aspect rooted in a spiritual core.

Scripture Reflection
Luke 2:22-40
Describe what Simeon was feeling when he
saw Jesus. Have you experienced similar
emotions?
What does Simeon mean by saying “this
child is appointed for the fall and rising of
many in Israel?”
How does Luke 2:40 describe Jesus
as a child?

YO U T H

MINISTRY
ANNIE MESEWICZ • AMESEWICZ@STJOHNWC.ORG • 513-777-6433, EXT. 114

We focus this section of the bulletin on those who
are important parts of our community: those who
volunteer their time and talents to making our
St. John community the collective Body of Christ.

Recognize a Fellow Parishioner
Each week, Parish Staff look forward to recognizing a parishioner that exceeds in volunteer work for St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church. Volunteers come in all variations: student, parent, group leader, group participant,
they all make a difference for our Parish!
Do you know someone who volunteers at St. John who deserves to be acknowledged in the bulletin? Send an
e-mail to Sarah Chivers at schivers@stjohnwc.org with the following information:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Their name
Positions held at St. John
Groups involved with
Special accomplishments
Little bit of personal trivia (favorite hobbies/past-times, family, etc.
A photo of the nominee

Want to get more involved yourself? Check out the artcles on this page for just a few ways to use your time and
talents to serve the St. John community!

Service Opportunities

Faith Community Dinner Service

Cooking for Campton Mission

Our parish is continuing in assisting with the Community
Dinners that are served weekly at Faith United Methodist Church on Cox Road. The dinner is part of the Stepping Forward program that also provides job and life skill
classes, homework help for children and referrals to resources for families in need in our area. We are partnering with Faith Church to cook and serve the dinner on
Tuesday, March 3rd.

The St. John Community generously helps support Campton Mission each year through donations and the annual
mission trip each summer. We are seeking new volunteer support to help on our Cook Team June 17th-20th.
Cook Team members will do the shopping before the trip
(with guidance from former Cook Team members) as well as prepare
meals for 60 for during
the trip. We are excited
to have the commitment
of one new member of
the team, but are looking for 3 more people to
join the team. With questions or interest in the position,
please contact Caitlin at ccipollamcculloch@stjohnwc.org
or (513) 777-6433 x 121.

There are 2 shifts available:
Prep and/or Cook – 4:30 – 6:00
Serve and Clean Up – 5:45 – 7:30
Please contact Sue Noe at sue.m.noe@gmail.com or 513256-8781 to volunteer. Please indicate which job and time
works best for you. Thank you to those who have volunteered in the past and we look forward to new volunteers.
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PARISH OUTREACH, RESOURCES & ORGANIZATIONS
Parish Ministries

Formation & Education

Baptism
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch ................ 513-777-6433, ext. 121
Communion to the Sick/Shut-Ins
Julie Chapman .................................................. 513-807-8004
Companions on the Journey

Early Childhood Program (during 9:30am Mass)
Katie Behrle ........................................ kbehrle@stjohnwc.org
Liturgy of the Word with Children
Scott Steinke ...................................... 513-777-6433, ext. 115
PSR (grades 1-8), 1st Eucharist, 1st Reconciliation
Mary Montour ............................... mmontour@stjohnwc.org

Grief support for those who have lost a loved one; meets the 2nd & 4th
Thursdays of the month in the Hospitality Room at 7 p.m.

Ron Meyer ............................................................ 513-376-1277
Confirmation Preparation
Annie Mesewicz .................................. 513-777-6433, ext. 114
Funeral Preparation
Scott Steinke ....................................... 513-777-6433, ext. 115
Hospital Notifications

St. Gabriel Consolidated School ... stgabeschool.org
..................................................................... 513-771-5220
St. Gabriel Consolidated School in collaboration with our three
parishes, St. Gabriel, St. John, West Chester and St. Maximilian Kolbe, in partnership with the families of our diverse student body believe Christ is the center of all that we do.

Shaylen Gettelfinger ........... Marketing Coordinator
513-578-3640 ....................... segettelfinger@hotmail.com
Amy Tanaka ............................ Parish Representative
............................................................................... 513-702-8361

If you know that you are going to the hospital and would like to be
remembered at Mass or have a pastoral staff member visit, please
call the parish office at 777-6433. We are no longer notified by hospitals or chaplains about parishioners who are ill.

Liturgical Ministry
Opportunities available as Altar Attendants, Eucharistic Ministers,
Hospitality Ministers, Lectors and Sacristans.

Scott Steinke ...................................... 513-777-6433, ext. 115
Meal Ministry
Joan Seibenick ....................... 513-777-6433, ext. 124
Music

Parish Organizations

Opportunities available in the Adult Choir, High School Choir, Youth
Choir, or as Singers & Instrumentalists.

Lynn Meisberger .............................. 513-777-6433, ext. 128
Prayer Network
If you or someone you know is struggling w/ a difficulty or crisis, contact the
Prayer Network. They will ask members of the Network to pray.

.................................................. prayernetwork@stjohnwc.org
Margaret Kellogg ............................................... 513-777-4253
Mary Moore ...................................................... 513-492-9015
RCIA Fullness of Joy / Ministry to Returning Catholics
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch ................... 513-777-6433, ext. 121
Sacrament of the Sick
Contact the Parish Office ............................ 513-777-6433
Small Church Communities (Journey of Faith)
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch ................ 513-777-6433, ext. 121
St. Vincent de Paul
Guy Lavergne ....................................... 513-777-6433, ext. 120
Stephen Ministry
Scott Steinke ....................................... 513-777-6433, ext. 115
Wedding Preparation
Fr. Don West ....................................... 513-777-6433, ext. 133
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Boy Scouts Troop #940
Steve Bush ......................................................... 513-206-2937
Festival Committee
Kevin & Gina Kohls .................................................. 513-256-8934
Finance Committee
John Insco .......................................................... 513-755-7594
Girl Scouts
Laura Smith ........................................................ 513-378-6709
Knights of Columbus
Patrick Leeper ................................................... 513513-604-4449
Knights of Columbus Membership
Bob Heglin ......................................................... 513 509-6537
Justice & Peace Commission
Tony Klimek ................................................................... 513-787-0038
Pastoral Council
Dan Woods ...................................... pastoralcouncil@stjohnwc.org
Spirited Seniors
Deacon Fred Merritt ...................... 513-777-6433, ext. 132
Worship Commission
Scott Steinke ...................................................... 513-777-6433

February

Chapel....................................................CHA
Church................................................... CHU
Conference Room..................................CR
Center..................................................... CTR
Favret Hall................................................FH
Gathering Space.....................................GS
Hospitality Room....................................HR

MONDAY, FEB. 3

Pavilion....................................................PAV
Plaza........................................................ PLZ
Reconciliation Room.............................. RR
Staff Conf. Room.................................. SCR
Spirit House.......................................... SPH
South Wing of FH.................................. SW
Youth Room.............................................. YR

SATURDAY, FEB. 8

8:30am............. Communion Service.................................CHA
9:30am............. Bible Study.....................................................HR
6:00pm.............St. Gabe Basketball Practice..................CTR
6:30pm............. Yoga for the Spirit.........................................FH
7:00pm............. Pastoral Council Meeting...........................CR
7:00pm............. Boy Scouts Meeting..................................PAV

4:00pm............. Reconciliation................................................RR
5:00pm............. Mass........................................................CHU
....................................... in memory of Maureen Hanekamp

SUNDAY, FEB. 9

8:00am............. Mass..............................................................CHU
......................................................... in memory of Betty Davis
9:30am............. Mass..........................................................CHU
....................................... in memory of Lil & Tom Carmichael
9:30am............. Early Childhood Program........................CTR
10:45am............ PSR.................................................................CTR
11:30am............. Mass..............................................................CHU
......................................................... in memory of Joe Capano
1:00pm.............. Baptism........................................................CHU
1:00pm.............. PSR Home Study Family Gathering.....CHU
1:00pm.............. Girl Scouts Troop #40624......................PAV
3:00pm.............Chosen...........................................CTR Kitchen
6:30pm............. Jr. High PSR....................................................FH
6:30pm............. Confirmation Mystagogia........................CTR
8:15pm.............. Basketball Open Gym...............................CTR

TUESDAY, FEB. 4

8:30am............. Mass..............................................................CHA
...................................................... in memory of Albert Trona
6:00pm.............St. Gabe Basketball Practice..................CTR
6:30pm.............Justice and Peace Meeting.....................SCR
7:00pm............. AFF Book Club..............................................HR

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 5

8:30am............. Mass..............................................................CHA
................................................. in memory of M. Mary Sullivan
9:15am.............Bible Study.......................................................HR
5:30pm............. Youth Choir.................................................CHU
6:30pm............. PSR.................................................................CTR
6:30pm............. Prayer Shawl Ministry................................PAV
7:00pm............. Adult Choir..................................................CHU

For my eyes
have seen your
salvation, that you have
prepared in the presence of all
peoples, a light for revelation to
the gentiles, and for glory to
your people israel.

THURSDAY, FEB. 6

8:30am............. Communion Service.................................CHA
9:30am............. Scripture Study..............................................CR
6:00pm............. RCIA...............................................................SPH
7:00pm............. Boy Scouts...................................................CTR
7:00pm............. St. Vincent de Paul.......................................CR

luke 2:30-32

FRIDAY, FEB. 7

8:30am............. Communion Service.................................CHA
7:00pm.............. Father Daughter Dance............................FH

Crossword puzzle answers: 1. Moses 2. Israel 3. God
4. Temple 5. Anna 6. Simeon 7. Mary

On the first weekend of each month, the Knights of Columbus lead the rosary before all Masses. The rosary will start
20 minutes before Mass except for the 11:30 a.m. Mass. At the 11:30 a.m. Mass, the rosary will begin at 11 a.m. Come
and join us as we lead the rosary. We have much to be thankful for and you can also include any special intentions.
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