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become what you see, receive
Hear the words of St. Augustine ringing in our ears: “Become what you see, receive what you are.” Through our baptism, we become members of Christ’s body. Each time we
receive Communion, we are swept up more fully into Christ
and become more deeply involved in God’s saving plan. I
love to talk about the Eucharist, because it is the source and
summit of the church. The words of St. Augustine above
express it perfectly: we are the Body of Christ.
During the weekends in May, the children of pur parish receive their First Communion. As the young ones came for
their interviews, there was a sense of nervous energy from
both the children and their parents. They are excited to
make their First Communion. It is amazing to watch them
come up for the first time to receive Jesus. They know that
their “Amen” means they believe in what they receive. They
are receiving what they are: Christ’s body.
As the pandemic continues, I am still saddened that parishioners feel unsafe coming to church to receive the Eucharist.
I cannot tell you how many people have told me they miss
receiving the Body of Jesus. While they enjoy seeing Mass
streaming, it is not the same as being there to fully participate in the Eucharist. I am blessed to receive Communion
everyday of the week. While we did not always have a gathering for Mass, we still had Mass so that others could attend
from home. I pray that the restrictions will be lifted soon, so
we can fully welcome everyone back to the Mass.

what you are

of that innocence and eagerness of the young ones coming
before the Lord for the first time. It is wonderful to have
them receive their First Communion within the community of St. John and not a private celebration just for them.
Sacraments happen in a community of faith-filled people.
We support one another, pray for one another, worship with
one another. At the Last Supper, Jesus told his disciples
to “do this in remembrance of me.” Each time we gather,
we need to remind ourselves of what happened that night.
There should always be a nervous energy about receiving the
Eucharist. Not only did I see that energy in the First Communion candidates, but I saw in those who were members
of the RCIA - adults who received Jesus into their hearts
through the sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time.
I pray that we never get too comfortable with the Eucharist
being so available in our lives. We might condition ourselves
to think that we are merely receiving the body and blood
because everyone else in our row is. Do not let that happen to you! Make your experience with the Eucharist special
each time you participate in the sacrament. After all, it is
truly Jesus you are receiving, and he is our life and salvation.
Remember what St. Augustine said about the Eucharist:
‘Become what you see, receive what you are.’ Become what
you receive so that you can continue to be Christ for one
another.

FR. DON WEST
PASTOR

One of things that I must avoid is taking the Eucharist for
granted. That is why I like First Communion. It reminds me

UPCOMING DATES ON THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR
SUNDAY, May 16: The Ascension of the Lord
Sunday, May 23: Pentecost Sunday

Sunday, June 6: the solemnity of the most holy body
and blood of christ (corpus christi)

Monday, May 24: The memorial of the blessed virgin
mary, mother of the church

Friday, June 11: the solemnity of the most
sacred heart of jesus

Sunday, May 30: The solemnity of the most holy
trinity

Saturday, June 12: The Immaculate heart of the
blessed virgin mary

Monday, May 31: the feast of the visitation of the
blessed virgin mary

Thursday, June 24: The nativity of Saint John the
Baptist

Print your own Liturgical Calendar here: https://www.usccb.org/resources/2021cal.pdf

sharing the gospel

through action

Hospitality: the friendly and generous reception and entertainment
of guests, visitors, or strangers.
Hospitality is the relationship between a guest and a host,
wherein the host receives the guest with goodwill. Hospitality is also the way people treat others. When someone makes
you feel comfortable and at home, that person is being hospitable, providing a warm, friendly environment. Anything
hospitable is welcoming and open. Most churches have Hospitality Ministers (you know, those great people that stand
in the gathering space saying hi and handing out worship
aids). These ministers have the gift of hospitality. God gives
this gift to certain members of the Body of Christ to provide
a warm welcome to those who visit our parish. However, all
of us are called to be ministers of hospitality in the Body of
Christ in different ways!
Once, at a parish I was serving at, a priest joked that the
people who came to Mass early were at fault for making the
people who arrived on time, late, because the early arrivals
took the closest parking spaces! Naturally, that’s what we do,
right? But think about it... wouldn’t it be a great way to show
hospitality? Park at the back of the lot so others won’t have
to walk in late!
Several years ago, I was visiting the German town of Schwangau. The hotel I was staying in said we could walk to the
Catholic church and Mass began at 4:15. We got there
during the opening hymn, but of course, the only open pew
was in the front row. When I walked to the pew, a tiny elderly woman moved over (she did not make me climb over her),
and she shared her hymnal with me! This made me feel so
welcome. Please make others feel as welcome. When someone comes to get in the pew that you are sitting in, scoot to
the middle, it’s the hospitable thing to do! Also, be brave,
sit in the front! Share your worship aid! Hospitality does not
end in the gathering space.
Finally, at the end of Mass, we are sent out to be the face
of Christ to our community. Be hospitable, let people get
in front of you in traffic. Hold the door for someone. Let
someone with just a few items cut in front of you at the store.
Wear your mask! If you think about other people, you will be
living what St. Francis exhorts us to do: “Go out and spread
the Gospel. Use words if necessary.”

a focus on the

heart

During the month of June, we celebrate both the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and the
Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary. I love
these devotional feast days in the Catholic Church,
because it reminds us how purely unblemished the
love Christ has for us is. As humans, it is so easy to
take this love for granted. How can we even begin to
comprehend the unconditional and merciful love
that He gives us? I know this is something that we
are reminded of constantly, but He died for us. We
turned away from Him and He still gave his life for us.
The beautiful part of having these two important days
in the Church back-to-back is that Mary is truly the example of what Jesus wished for us when He appeared
to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque. He desired a stronger
devotion to His Sacred Heart - for us to focus on the
love that He gives so easily to us. Mary’s willingness to
listen and to give her complete trust in God’s will is
a model of how open our hearts should be to receiving that love and giving it in return. When we leave
the Easter season at Pentecost, how easy is it for us
to place the reminder of that love on the backburner? How easy is it for us to skip Mass over the summer and not receive the Eucharist? I am so thankful
for these two days of remembrance after Pentecost,
should I lose my way. That bare minimum, one hour
each weekend is such a small act for us to show our
devotion to Christ, and what are we getting in return?
Absolutely. everything we could ever need.
Fun fact: did you know that St. John the Evangelist
is actually a saint who is largely associated with the
Sacred Heart devotion? He is known as the disciple
whom Jesus loved, the one called the “Apostle of
Love” due his consistent theme of love throughout
his Gospel and epistle writings, and he reclined on
the chest of Jesus at the Last Supper. This image is repeated when St. Margaret Mary Alacoque received the
vision where she rested her head upon Jesus’ heart.
This vision was seen by St. Margaret on the feast day
of St. John the Evangelist (Filz, G., Catholic Company).

SARAH CHIVERS

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATION

LYNN MEISBERGER
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

in the simplicity of signing

How can the Trinity be proved?
The Trinity can only be proved through the divine revelation that Jesus brought us. It cannot be
proved by natural reason or from the Old Testament alone. The Compendium of the Catechism
of the Catholic Church states:

The early Church Fathers attested to the use of the sign of
the cross and spoke of it not just as a simple gesture, but as
a seal upon ourselves, made with boldness and humility,
that helps us to consciously remember Christ’s sacrifice on
the cross and place our hearts and minds in the presence of
the Holy Trinity. Many of the church’s early leaders speak
of it as something we actually ought to be mindful of in all
we do. St. Cyril of Jerusalem stated, “Let us then not be
ashamed to confess the Crucified. Be the cross our seal,
made with boldness by our fingers on our brow and in everything; over the bread we eat and the cups we drink, in
our comings and in our goings out; before our sleep, when
we lie down and when we awake; when we are traveling, and
when we are at rest.”

“God has left some traces of his trinitarian being in
creation and in the Old Testament but his inmost being
as the Holy Trinity is a mystery which is inaccessible to
reason alone or even to Israel’s faith before the Incarnation of the Son of God and the sending of the Holy
Spirit. This mystery was revealed by Jesus Christ and
it is the source of all the other mysteries” [CCC 45].

Pope Innocent III mentions the signing and what it represents. He says, “This is how it is done: from above to
below, because Christ descended from the heavens to the
earth…and from the left to the right, because from misery (left) we must cross over to glory (right), just as Christ
crossed over from death to life.”

“At that time Jesus declared, ‘I thank thee, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hidden these
things from the wise and understanding and revealed
them to babes; yea, Father, for such was thy gracious
will’” [Matthew 11:25-26].

Many others who wrote on this topic note that the signing
of the cross, for us as the faithful, should always be done
with devotion. It is through the simplicity of signing ourselves that we remember how Christ offered the perfect
sacrifice for our redemption and salvation while actively
speaking out loud upon our lips the great mystery of God as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is a wonder and a blessing every time we invoke this sign upon ourselves. And it certainly
brings us closer to the deep love God has for us. So, let us
always take our time, with love and care, making the sign of
the cross. For it is through this gesture that we become ever
mindful of our faith and the blessings we all receive from
the Holy Trinity.

SCOTT STEINKE

DIRECTOR OF LITURGY

How can we show that the Father, the Son, and
the Spirit are distinct Persons?
The distinction of the persons can be shown, for
example, in the fact that Jesus speaks to his Father. This would make no sense if they were one
and the same person.

The fact that Jesus is not the same Person as the
Holy Spirit is revealed when Jesus — who has been
functioning as the Counselor (Greek, Parakletos)
of the disciples--says he will pray to the Father and
the Father will give them “another Counselor,”
who is the Holy Spirit. This shows the distinction
of all three Persons: Jesus who prays; the Father
who sends; and the Spirit who comes:
“And I will pray the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, to be with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him; you know him, for he
dwells with you, and will be in you” [John 14:16-17].
Read more about the Trinity here: www.ncregister.com/blog/12-things-to-know-and-shareabout-the-holy-trinity

The Holy Trinity: Christianity’s central mystery

The sign of the cross is a wonderful and beautiful gesture
that reminds the Christian faithful of the cross of salvation,
while at the same time, invokes the sacred Holy Trinity.
Technically, the sign of the cross is known as a sacramental,
“a sacred sign instituted by the Church which prepares a
person to receive grace and which sanctifies a moment or
circumstance.” Along with this, the gesture has been used
since the early times of the Church to begin and conclude
prayers and the Mass.

The Church teaches that the Holy Trinity is the
central mystery of the Christian Faith. Here are
just a couple questions about the Trinity answered by the National Catholic Register:

Basket bonanza mini fest 2021
Even without our annual Family Festival, we still want
to add a little fun back into our summer! So, we will
be holding a Basket Bonanza Mini Fest during the
first week of August.
The online process is as easy as 1-2-3!

1
2
3

Purchase tickets from our website
www.stjohnwc.org
(click on the donate/payment link).
Choose which baskets you want to
place tickets into (the form link
will be automatically emailed to you).
Watch the live online drawing
on Sunday, August 8.

Don’t Forget!
• Grand Raffle Tickets for the $1,000, $2,000 and
$10,000 prizes! Tickets are $10 each or 6 for $50.
• Added this year: a limited online auction for St.
John parking spots, gift cards, sports memorabilia
and more!

How can you participate? You can...
The Basket Bonanza will be as amazing as it is during • Purchase Basket Bonanza tickets online, after
our festival! There will around 65 baskets to choose
Masses on weekends starting July 17, at the parish
from. Tickets can be purchased for $1 per ticket, 60
office or during the Mini Fest hours
tickets for $20 and 175 tickets for $50. Each ticket is • Buy Grand Raffle tickets online, at the parish ofplaced into a box for a chance on that basket. You
fice, at the Mini Fest or via mail
can fill out an online form telling our basket work- • Bid on Bid & Buy items online during the Mini
ers where to place your tickets. Online ticket sales
Fest
start on June 1 for the Grand Raffle and July 1 for • Purchase basket wishlist items from Amazon at
Basket Bonanza. Both end August 7 at noon.
https://a.co/emjwGhi or from the wishlist on our
website
July 31 through August 8, we will have Basket Bonan- • Make a donation to the Basket Bonanza using
za Mini Fest open house hours. There will be lots of
the Festival Fund donation button from our “Dotime to come in, view the baskets safely and choose
nate/Purchase” website link
where to place your tickets, if you want to do so in per- • Work a shift during the Mini Fest by signing up
son. You can also buy Grand Raffle tickets and view
at this site: https://stjohntheevangelistchurch.
the Bid & Buy online auction items.
volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=52950
Saturday, July 31 | 4pm-7pm
Sunday, August 1 | 10am-1pm
Friday, August 6 | 4pm-8pm
Saturday, August 7 | 4pm-8pm
Sunday, August 8 | 10am-5pm
(Basket and Grand Raffle winners will be announced
on August 8 at 5pm. Ticket sales close at 4pm.)

If you have wishlist questions, please call Brigid in
the parish office at 513-777-6433 or email bloebig@stjohnhwc.org. If you want to help the Basket Bonanza
Chair, Janet Raters, with building or shopping, please
contact her at 513-324-9676 or jmraters@gmail.com.
Thank you for supporting our Basket Bonanza Mini
Fest any way that you can!

celebrating our catholic faith
Congratulations to those who were initiated into the
catholic faith through rcia at the easter vigil!
Brett Cunningham
Kelly Cunningham
Aynur Gilkey

Roger DeBorde
Mary Demois
Mark Youtcheff

Our Sympathies GoOut To...
Jonathan Bond on the death of his mother
The family of Vincent LaChapelle
Ceal Bellman on the death of her brother Fr. Jack Wessling
Gary Rieder on the death of his mother
The family of Florence & Donald Gregory
Marilyn Capano on the death of her son
Fr. Mark Burger on the death of his brother
Margaret Popp on the death of her mother Caherine Soltis
Johanna Braciak on the death of her father

A NOTE FROM the

D I R E C T O R O F F I N A N C E & A D M I N I S T R AT I O N
As of the third week of March, our current weekly giving
YTD is $1.051M versus a budget of $1.118M (6% behind
budget). This number moves around from month to month,
but we have been lucky to stay within 4-8% of our weekly giving budget on a regular basis. Also, our Basket Bonanza and
Grand Raffle income from 2020 helped us to stay within
budget so far for our YTD overall income. We hope to break
even at the end of our fiscal year on June 30. This says a
lot about our parishioners and the fact that even during the
most difficult year in our memories, giving is still happening!
As a matter of fact, our parishioners have stepped up to the
plate in amazing ways this spring. We have had many items
on our wishlist (some of them emergency repairs) paid for
by donations. We have given to Reach Out Lakota, Pregnancy Center East, Chosen, St. Leo, St. Vincent de Paul and
Campton in very meaningful ways. Every time we do a collection of items, we post an amazon wishlist and the delivery
trucks start rolling in. You guys are absolute rock stars! We
have replaced plumbing, HVAC systems, boiler and generator parts, campus signs, a printer and crosses for PSR; the
list goes on. We have three big expenses that we hope to have
completed very soon as well – a new roof on Favret Hall,
new storm windows on upper Favret Hall and a new, large
printer/copier in our weekday office. Please let me know if
you are willing and able to donate to any of these.
I want to take a moment to send a huge Thank You to everyone who continues to give during this pandemic. It means
so much to all of us on the parish staff. We hope that you

have all gotten through this past year in good health. We are
praying for all of our parishioners!
On another note... The St. John Mini Fest is coming up on
August 6-7-8! We will have our Basket Bonanza, Grand Raffle and a small Bid & Buy. Turn back a page for more information on the Mini Fest, and look for any updates on our
website, bulletin and Facebook page. Be assured that we are
truly looking forward to a full festival in 2022!
Are you interested in giving electronically? Did you know
that you can set up electronic giving to our parish in under
five minutes? It is super easy to do using your checking account or credit card. It is also safe and secure. Go to www.
stjohnwc.org and click on “Donate/Purchase” to find “Sunday Collection.” Any questions? Feel free to call or email
Brigid Loebig at bloebig@stjohnwc.org or 777-6433, ext. 119.
Happy Mother’s Day and Father’s Day to all of our moms,
dads, grandparents and parent figures this spring! As always,
I continue to pray for you; please continue to pray for me as
well! Thank you for all that you do for our parish family. I
am proud to be a part of this community.

JOAN SEIBENICK

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

Thank you for giving to our lenten collections!
CHOSEN $1,414.00

Campton Mission $2,257.00

Pregnancy Center East $1,198.00

St. Vincent de Paul $3,542.00

Reach Out Lakota $2,296.50

St. Leo $1,844.50

OVER $12,000 RAISED!
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