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Visit us online—www.stjohnwc.org

20th Sunday in Ordinary TimeSt. John the Evangelist Catholic Church

Contact Information
Phone ..................................513-777-6433

Fax .........................................513-777-9741

Email .......................... info@stjohnwc.org

Web .............................www.stjohnwc.org

Weekend Church Office 513-755-4977

Parish Phone Numbers
Pavilion ...............................513-755-4979

Parish Center .................... 513-755-4973

St. Vincent de Paul ..777-6433, ext. 120

Emergencies Only
777-6433, & press 5

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs .....................8:30am-5:30pm

Friday .................................. 8:30am-Noon

Saturday ...3:30pm-6:00pm (Church Office)

Sunday .....7:30am-1pm (Church Office)

Pastoral Team
Rev. Don West  ....................................................................Pastor, ext. 133
Scott Steinke.................................................. ... P.A. for Liturgy, ext. 115
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch ...................P.A. of Adult Faith Formation, ext. 121
Mary Montour  ............... P.A. of Children’s Faith Formation, ext. 118
Lynn Meisberger. ..................  Pastoral Associate of Music, ext. 128
Joan Seibenick  .................................  Business Manager, ext. 124
Angela Pugliano ................................  P.A. of Communication, ext. 116

Parish Staff
Karen Hake ......................................................... Office Manager, ext. 110
Karen Simmons ..........................PSR Administrative Assistant, ext. 111
Marianne Ball .......................................................... Bookkeeper, ext. 119
Kirt Robb ...................................................... Facilities Manager, ext. 122
Darren Coe  .......................................................................... Maintenance
Patrice Bradford ................................................................... Maintenance
Mary Montour ........................Director of Religious Education, ext. 118
Bette Vorbroker .....................................Weekend Office Administrator
Janet Raters .................................................... Weekend Office Assistant
Ellen Krumme......................................................Weekend Office Assistant
Deacon Fred Merritt .........................................Senior Ministry , ext. 132
Deacon Jerry Barney...................................................Volunteer Deacon
Deacon Rick Reder ......................................................Volunteer Deacon

See page 10 for a list of e-mail addresses.

Aug. 19: Team 2: David L., Rosemary S., Kathy S.

Total Monthly Amount:
Actual: $132,369.36

Budget: $130,000.00

Fiscal Year-to-Date Amount:
Actual: $132,369.00

Budget: $130,000.00
Over/(Under): $2,369.00 

Monthly Total as of July 30, 2019

Sunday Offerings ...................................................$79,101.36
Online Donations................................................$53,268.00
Second Collection for Peter’s Pence ...............$2,735.00

Total........................................................................$135,104.36
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FATHER DON’S REFLECTION
LK 12:49-53

Readings for This Week: Aug. 19 - 23

Monday    Jgs 2: 11-19; Ps 106; Mt 19: 16-22
Tuesday    Jgs 6: 11-24a; Ps 85; Mt 19: 23-30
Wednesday Jgs 9: 6-15; Ps 21; Mt 20: 1-16
Thursday   Jgs 11: 29-39a; Ps 40; Mt 22: 1-14
Friday     Ru 1: 1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146; Mt 22: 34-40

Daily readings can be accessed online from our parish 
Web site, www.stjohnwc.org. You can also access them 

from our parish app!

“Jesus said to his disciple: ‘I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it 
were already blazing! There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how 
great is my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think that I have come to es-
tablish peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.’”

Jesus was well aware of his mission. He knew that the baptism that was coming 
his way was death on the cross in Jerusalem. He wished that the world would have already been excited about his 
mission. He would have loved to have that fire ablaze now. But his news was met with a universal response. This 
news would bring anything but peace in the world.

As Jesus continued to unfold his mission, not everyone looked at it the same way. As Jesus said in the gospel, 
there would be division. There would be unrest.  Not all would want to buy into what Jesus offered.  Not all would 
be ready to get near that fire.  

The question is, “why?” Jesus’ fire was meant to charge the world with the Good News of the father. His mission is 
all about our salvation, and that should motivate us. However, as he stated, not everyone will be happy to see that. 
I hear many stories of houses divided when it comes to putting their faith in the gospel message.  Families seem to 
struggle with worship on a regular basis. Not all the members see God in the same light. Some members fail to see 
God in their lives at all. Some real tension can arise when a house is divided. It is sad when you know that someone 
has allowed the fire to go out in their lives.

I get discouraged when I see so many take time off from God. They stay away from the Eucharist and find anything 
and everything to take priority over their relationship with God.  Some people go out of their way to avoid the fire 
that Jesus has brought to the world.  But when you think about it, how can they avoid such a fire? One may feel that 
they have avoided it but, in the end, it will consume all of us.  The choice is up to us. Will it be a fire that ignites our 
faith and drives us to put Christ first, or will it be a fire that brings us to the eternal fire that never ends?

None of us enjoy division or conflict that leads to bigger issues.  Everyone, I think, would love to live in harmony.  
But when it comes to choosing who to side with, it makes sense to choose a relationship with God, given to us by 
Jesus himself.  The choices we make can be so empowering when we accept the Lord’s baptism that leads to our 
salvation. Peace cannot exist when division remains among brothers and sisters. Until we all realize what Jesus 
has brought to the world, there will still be those who want to put out the fire. Don’t let that fire go out within you. 
Keep it alive and allow Jesus to touch your heart with his unconditional love. Let Jesus set your heart ablaze with 
the mission to bring the Body of Christ into the world.  Be an instrument of healing the division in the world. Let 
it begin at home with those who love you the most. Don’t get discouraged, trust in the Lord.  Have a great week!



4

Want more?
Visit our website at www.stjohnwc.org,

Like our Facebook page:
“St. John the Evangelist West Chester” &

Follow us on Twitter @stjohnwc

WELCOME

WE WANT YOU TO KNOW
No matter what your present status in the 
Catholic Church, no matter what your current 
family or marital situation, no matter what your 
past or present religious affiliation, no matter 
what your personal history, age, background, 
race, or color—you are invited, welcomed, ac-
cepted, loved, and respected at St. John the 

Evangelist Catholic Church.

PARISH THEME
“We are the Body 

of Christ”

St. Gabriel Consolidated School
Are you considering a pri-
vate Catholic school edu-
cation for your children in 
grades K through 8?  St. Ga-
briel Consolidated School 

may be right for your family! We still have spots in most grades for 
the 2019-20 school year.

As a consolidated grade school, St. Gabriel serves St. John the Evan-
gelist, St. Max and St. Gabriel.  Your children will experience daily 
prayer and lessons in faith formation in addition to an excellent aca-
demic curriculum.  St. Gabe is a National Blue Ribbon School that 
is dedicated to nurturing the faith, academic and service lives of 
our students with an emphasis on enriching the whole child.  We 
partner with parents and parishes to create a Catholic environment 
which empowers each individual to become a valuable member of 
the church, school and community.  Interested?  Call us today at 513-
771-5520 or email a.gutman@stgabeschool.org. 

PRESIDER SCHEDULE:
Aug. 24 / 25

SATURDAY
5:00 p.m. ...................................Fr. Don West 

SUNDAY
8:00 a.m. ....................................Fr. Don West
9:30 a.m. .....................................Fr. Don West
11:30 a.m. ....................................Fr. Don West

Please note that this schedule 
is subject to change. 

Senior Fair and Senior Speaker Series
Wednesdays, 7 –8:30 p.m. in the Pavilion
Join us for our weekly senior speaker series this fall. The speaker 
series is free and open to all families and their caregivers.

September 11th: The Essentials of Elder Law
By Dennison Keller, Attorney at Law
September 18th or 25th: Aging In Place
By Katie Furniss, MSW, LSW
September 18th or 25th: Prepare to Care
By Gail Taylor, AARP Speakers Bureau
October 2nd: Normal vs. Not Normal Aging
By Teresa Youngstrom, RN

Save the Date! Senior Fair will take place at St. John on 
Monday, October 21 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Center.

Scripture Study
The Thursday Morning Scripture Study group will begin again on 
Sept.5th from 9:30-11:30am.

The group will be Focusing on the revised study of The Book of Rev-
elation by Ascension Press. The Study is 11weeks long. 

If you are interested in joining the group or would like more informa-
tion please call Jeanne Gavigan at 513-315-9250 or Joanne McClain 
at 513-265-3162



YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
Mary Montour - mmontour@stjohnwc.org - 777-6433, ext. 118

PSR 
Registration is open for next year. We begin classes on Sunday, Sept. 8 and Wed, Sept. 11. There are three options 
for PSR for elementary students: Sundays, 10:45 – 12:00, Wednesdays, 6:30 – 7:45, and Home Study, which in-
cludes five monthly group gatherings in Oct, Nov, Jan, Feb, and March. Junior High classes will be held on Sunday 
evenings, 6:30 – 8:00, or Home Study, including a commitment to attend the five monthly Sunday gatherings with 
other home study families. Catechists are needed for all grade levels to share faith and community spirit; guides and 
materials provided and your children attend PSR classes at no cost. Please see http://www.stjohnwc.org/st-john-
parish-school-of-religion-grades-1-8.html for more information. Questions? Contact Mary Montour, mmontour@
stjohnwc.org. 

VBS
Save the dates for VBS 2020, “Rocky Railway! Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through!” June 22 – 26!

Confirmation registration is now open! Registration for the December 22, 2019 
Confirmation Registration will end on September 13. 

Parent Meeting on Sunday, Aug. 25, 12:30, in the Chapel.

Visit our website at http://www.stjohnwc.org/confirmation.html to register!

Catechists and mentors are needed for Confirmation. Please contact Scott Steinke at 
ssteinke@stjohnwc.org if you are interested.
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Children’s
FAITH
Formation

Early Childhood Education
Do you have a 3, 4, or 5 year old child?  Did you know St. John 
the Evangelist Parish offers Early Childhood Religious Educa-
tion for preschool age and kindergarten children? Our program 
takes place on Sundays, during the 9:30 Mass, during the school 
year.  Our Open House is Sunday, Sept. 8, 10:30 am, to meet 
your child’s catechists and see the classrooms! The program is 
designed to promote a child’s self-esteem, while learning about 
God’s gifts of creation. Our preschool program presents only the 
most basic ideas of our faith in the simplest possible language. 
Visit St. John’s website to register! If you have questions about 
the Early Childhood Program, please e-mail Katie Behrle at kbeh-
rle@stjohnwc.org. 
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2019 St. John Family Festival

WOW! We cannot begin to THANK YOU ALL enough 
for your support of the 2019 festival.  From the amazing 
walking taco booth to the funky monkey game, things 
could not have been smoother or more successful.  This 
would not have been possible without the support of so 
many volunteers before, during, and after the festival.  
We were humbled by the time and energy that is put 
into making this such a fun event for the parish and sur-
rounding community.  As can be seen from the pictures 
and the many smiling faces we saw this weekend, ev-
eryone’s hard work paid off.  Fun was had, great food 
was eaten, basket tickets were purchased, some cards 
were played, wheels were spun, and friends got to 
catch up over a cold drink.  We cannot wait for next year.  
Please feel free to reach out to us (kkohls@moeller.org 
or rak53171@yahoo.com) if you have any questions or 
comments, or if you would like to get involved by being 
a committee member or booth captain for the 2020 St. 
John Church Festival—which mark your calendars now, 
will be August 7-8-9!

Warmest Blessings and Many Thanks!
Gina and Kevin Kohls
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Amazon Smile
Shop on Amazon? Sup-
port St. John at the same 
time! To register, simply 
go to the front page of our website and scroll down under 
“Parish news” to find the link. Thank you for supporting 
your parish!

Returning Catholics
A great thanks from Reach Out Lakota and Campton Mis-
sion for the generous collection of back to school items 
for our brothers and sisters in need.  You kindness and 
generosity allowed parents of children to send kids back 
to school with a little bit less stress this fall.  Thanks!

Share-A-Lunch
Aug. 25, 9 a.m. in Pavilion
Thank you to all contributors of SAL in July!  SAL will 
meet again at 9 AM on Sunday, August 25th in the Pa-
vilion.  Please come join us!  We will be preparing about 
300 peanut butter sandwiches and packing lunches.  
(Lunches are distributed at Reach Out Lakota and St. 
Francis- Cincinnati.)

In addition to the peanut butter, bread, fruit (raw or 
cups), and juice boxes needed for the lunches, we wel-
come other non-perishable donations, too.  The pantries 
are in particular need of healthy cereal, canned meat/ 
tuna, canned fruit, flour, sugar, cooking oil, spaghetti 
sauce (cans), shampoo, baby wipes, deodorant, and fe-
male sanitary items.  (Since we do not have a refrigera-
tor, please refrain from donating natural peanut butter 
or highly perishable fruit.)  Donations can be dropped 
off during our meeting time or in advance at the parish 
office.  Thanks again for your support!  Please contact 
Diane Claytor at 374-3349 with questions.

Fullness of Joy with RCIA
Sept. 19, 6 - 8 p.m. in the Spirit House
“Fullness of Joy” is an opportunity for current Catholics 
to get their faith recharged through a 30 week program 
that will prepare them to celebrate with fullness of joy the 
high holy days of the church year, The Pascal Triduum.  It 
is also an opportunity for people interested in becoming 
Catholic to prepare to receive the Sacraments of Initia-
tion at the Easter Vigil.  This opportunity for fellowship 
and faith formation will begin on September 19 at 6 p.m. 
in the Spirit House.  There will be food at 6 followed by a 
brief faith formation presentation and faith sharing.  The 
evening will conclude at 8 p.m. 

To get signed up or for more information please contact 
Caitlin at ccipollamcculloch@stjohnwc.org or 513-777-
6433 x 121.  A head count will be helpful to plan for food, 
so please kindly contact Caitlin if you are interested in 
participating!  This program is open to all adults and 
young adults in the parish, as well as those looking to join 
the Catholic Church at St. John.  It will run from mid-
September through mid- April with Holiday Breaks.  

Faith Community Dinner
Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2019
Our parish is again assisting with the Community Dinners 
that are served weekly at Faith United Methodist Church 
on Cox Road. The dinner is part of the Stepping Forward 
program that also provides job and life skill classes, home-
work help for children and referrals to resources for needy 
families in or area. We are partnering with Faith Church 
to cook and serve the dinner on Tuesday, Sept. 3rd. There 
are 2 shifts available: Prep and/or Cook – 4:30 – 6:00, 
Serve and Clean Up – 5:45 – 7:30

Please contact Sue Noe at sue.m.noe@gmail.com or 513-
256-8781 to volunteer. Please indicate which job and time 
works best for you. Thank you to those who have volun-
teered in the past and we look forward to new volunteers.

Girl Scouts
Aug. 25, 1:30 - 3 p.m. in Pavilion
Calling all girls and caregivers! Did you ever wonder 
what Girl Scouts is all about? Have you seen us selling 
cookies or working the fish fry and thought it looked like 
fun? Girl Scouts at St. John’s ran Operation Christmas 
Child, planted the flowers you see in front of Church, re-
cycled markers to help the planet, and even traveled to 
Savannah, George. Please join us on 8/25 from 1:30-3 in 
the Pavilion to learn more about what Girl Scouts do and 
how you can join in the fun!

Girls from troops 41543, 40624, and 44451 on Tybee 
Island this June.
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Companions on the Journey
In September, we will go 
back to the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of each month 
starting with Sept. 12 
and 26.  Several people 
with recent losses have 
joined the group and are 

finding it helpful with all of the issues that arise with 
the loss of a loved one.  Call Ron Meyer 376-1277 or 
Kathy McConnell 560-6151 for details.

Online Contributions - 
An Easy Way to Give!
Tired of filling out weekly envelopes? It is easy to set up 
your contributions electronically by using the “Donate” 
area on our website. Setting up regular payments (weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, or any timing that suits your needs) is 
as simple as spending 3 minutes online.  You can have your 
contributions deducted from your bank account (EFT) or 
a credit card. If you are also interested in donating stock, 
please contact Marianne Ball in the Parish Office at 777-
6433 or mball@stjohnwc.org.  Have questions about giv-
ing? Contact Joan Seibenick at jseibenick@stjohnwc.org. 

Betsy Butsch

So many volunteers and members of our parish make up this incredible Body 
of Christ...and we are especially thankful that it includes Betsy Butsch!

Larry and Betsy Butsch have been members of St. John since 1999 and have 
two adult children, Philip and Lauren. They are also new grandparents to Elise, 
Lauren‘s (& husband Sam’s) daughter. Betsy is a very active member of the 
parish and has been for years. Recently it’s her decoration efforts that have 
been so appreciated. Betsy is the genius behind the beautiful and clever decor 
filling Favret Hall and our Parish Center for both the Father/Daughter Dance in 
February as well as the Mother/Son dance in June. From concept to creation, 
the immersive and impressive decorations at both events made the experi-
ences nothing short of magical. We are so grateful for the time she put into 
making these nights come to life! 

Not only were her decorations a hit at the dances, but she 
has also given her time and talents to making Vacation Bi-
ble School come to life. Her service is unending: Betsy has 
also helped our with Breakfast in Bethlehem for years, vol-
unteered with the Knights of Columbus, and has been active 
with PSR when her kids were younger.  In addition, Betsy 
consistently works many shifts of the festival and the fish 
fries...she sure is a force around here! 

Thank you, Betsy, for everything you do to make this 
community a true Body of Christ.

As our theme changes this year, we are focusing this section of the bulletin on those 
who are important parts of our community: those who volunteer their time and talents 

to making our St. John community the collective Body of Christ. As before, please 
contact Angela at apugliano@stjohnwc.org if you have a ministry or person in mind 

that exemplifies this sense of community.

“We Are the Body of Christ”



In the Gathering Space:
• Knights of Columbus Recruiting
SATURDAY, AUG. 24
4:00pm ............ Reconciliation.................................................RR
5:00pm ............ Mass in memory of Jerome Tveter......CHU

SUNDAY, AUG. 25
8:00am ............ Mass for the Parish...................................CHU
9:00am ............ Share a Lunch..............................................PAV
9:30am ............ Mass in memory of Janet Wilhelm......CHU
9:30am ............ Early Childhood Catechist Meeting......CTR
10:30am .......... PSR Catechist Meeting.............................CTR
11:30am ............ Mass in memory of Mary Lou Messina..CHU
12:30pm .......... Confirmation Parent Info Meeting.........CHA
1:00pm ............. Baptism.........................................................CHU
1:00pm ............. Girl Scouts Recruitment............................PAV
3:15pm ............. K of C Chosen..............................................CTR

Chapel ...................................................CHA
Church .................................................. CHU
Conference Room .................................CR
Center .................................................... CTR
Gathering Space ....................................GS
Favret Hall ...............................................FH
Reconciliation Room ............................. RR
South Wing of FH .................................SW

Hospitality Room ...................................HR
Pavilion ...................................................PAV
Youth Room .............................................YR
Staff Conf. Room ................................. SCR
Spirit House ......................................... SPH
Plaza ....................................................... PLZAugust

All bulletin submissions must be received at least twelve 
(12) days in advance of the date the article is to be included.
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MONDAY, AUG. 19
8:30am ............ Communion Service..................................CHA
9:30am ............ Bible Study.......................................................HR
7:30pm ............ Baptism Prep................................................CHA

TUESDAY, AUG. 20
8:30am ............ Communion Service...................................CHA
6:30pm ............ VIRTUS Training.............................................FH
7:00pm ............ Stephen Ministry Training.........................SpH

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 21
8:30am ............ Communion Service..................................CHA
9:30am ............ Prayer Shawl Ministry................................PAV
7:00pm ............ Adult Choir....................................................CHU

THURSDAY, AUG. 22
8:30am ............ Communion Service..................................CHA
7:00pm ............ Companions on the Journey......................HR
7:00pm ............ St. Vincent de Paul........................................CR
7:00pm ............ Boy Scouts Troop 940................................CTR

FRIDAY, AUG. 23
8:30am ............ Communion Service..................................CHA

On the first weekend of each month the K of C leads the rosary before all Masses. The rosary will start 20 minutes before Mass except for the 11:30 
a.m. Mass. At the 11:30 a.m. Mass, the rosary will begin at 11 a.m. Come and join us as we lead the rosary. We have much to be thankful for and you 

can also include any special intentions.
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RCIA / Ministry to Returning Catholics
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch .................. 777-6433, ext. 121
Stephen Ministry/CRHP
Scott Steinke ....................................... 777-6433, ext. 115
Companions on the Journey
(Grief support for those who have lost a loved one; meets the 2nd 
& 4th Thursdays of the month in the Hospitality Room at 7 p.m.)
Ron Meyer...........................................................376-1277
Small Church Communities (Journey of Faith)
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch .................. 777-6433, ext. 121
Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing)
Contact the office  .............................................777-6433
Communion to the Sick/Shut-Ins
Julie Chapman ..........................................513-807-8004
St. Vincent de Paul
Guy Lavergne ...................................... 777-6433 ext. 120
Prayer Network
If you or someone you know is struggling w/ a difficulty or crisis, con-
tact the Prayer Network. They will ask members of the Network to pray.
Email ................................prayernetwork@stjohnwc.org
Margaret Kellogg .............................................. 777-4253
Mary Moore ......................................................492-9015
Cry Room
Cry Room is available to parents during all Masses.
Scott Steinke ...................................... .777-6433, ext. 115
Hospital Notifications
If you know that you are going to the hospital and would like 
to be remembered at Mass or have a pastoral staff member 
visit, please call the parish office at 777-6433. We are no lon-
ger notified by hospitals or chaplains about parishioners who 
are ill

Pastoral Team
Rev. Don West ....................... dwest@stjohnwc.org
Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch  ......ccipollamcculloch@
stjohnwc.org
Scott Steinke ..................... .ssteinke@stjohnwc.org
Mary Montour ............... mmontour@stjohnwc.org
Lynn Meisberger .......... lmeisberger@stjohnwc.org
Joan Seibenick ................ jseibenick@stjohnwc.org
Angela Pugliano ...............apugliano@stjohnwc.org

Parish Staff
Karen Hake ....................................khake@stjohnwc.org

Karen Simmons ..................... ksimmons@stjohnwc.org

Marianne Ball ................................mball@stjohnwc.org

Kirt Robb .......................................krobb@stjohnwc.org

Katie Behrle ..............................jkrusling@stjohnwc.org

Deacon Fred Merritt .................. fmerritt@stjohnwc.org

Volunteer Deacon Rick Reder ............rreder@stjohnwc.org

Volunteer Deacon Jerry Barney . jbarney@stjohnwc.org

Formation & Education
Early Childhood Program (during 9:30 Mass)

Katie Behrle .............................kbehrle@stjohnwc.org

PSR (Grds 1-8), 1st Eucharist, 1st Reconciliation

Mary Montour ................... mmontour@stjohnwc.org

St. Gabriel Consolidated School (our Parish School)

Mary Richardson, Parish Rep .......................777-1565

Amy Tanaka, Parish Rep ..............................702-8361

St. Gabriel Grade School .............................. 771-5220

Parish Organizations
Pastoral Council, Dan Woods ...pastoralcouncil@stjohnwc.org

Worship Commission, Scott Steinke ............ 777-6433

Justice & Peace Commission,Tony Klimek .. 787-0038

Finance Committee, John Insco ......... (513) 755-7594

Knights of Columbus, Patrick Leeper ......... 604-4449

K of C Membership,

Bob Heglin ............................................. 513 509-6537

Boy Scouts Troop #940, Steve Bush ....513-206-2937

Girl Scouts, Laura Smith .......................513-378-6709

Festival Committee, Kevin & Gina Kohls ......513-256-8934


