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From the Pastor
When I think of Easter growing up, it meant family. The Easter bunny would hide Easter baskets and
early in the morning, my sisters and I would look for
them and have our own special baskets. Of course,
there was Mass, at 10:15, and we all would have
something nice and new to wear to Mass. Going to
Mass was a weekly ritual, but getting dressed in our
“Sunday best” was special for Easter. After Mass, we
came home for breakfast and then we were off to
the Easter egg hunt with our cousins. For the longest
time, the hunt was at Grandma and Grandpa’s
home. But when Grandpa passed away, good old
Gram moved to an apartment, so the Easter egg
hunt was moved.
The year that was most memorable to me was when
the hunt was at our house. The whole family helped
get the eggs colored and ready for the next day’s
hunt. I believe there were three or four-dozen eggs
to be found. I was the oldest and I got the job of
helping the Easter bunny; I hid the eggs all around
our yard. I thought I did a pretty good job of hiding them in places that were of reach for everyone.
The key word is, “everyone.” As I brought the empty
egg cartons back in and was drinking some water,
my dad came in and asked where our dog was. I
told him the dog went out when I came inside. My
dad’s face changed to a bright red rather quickly.
“How could you let the dog out with all those eggs
out there?” he asked. We all went outside to see
where the dog was; it was in the midst of eating the

eggs, shell and all. I think in all, the dog ate somewhere between a dozen and two dozen colored
eggs. He spent the next couple of days outside. It
was an Easter I will never forget.
Never forgetting Easter is important. Our church is
filled to standing room only for our Easter Masses.
Families join together and come home to celebrate
the liturgies. It is a special time. Sadly though, we
might not see some people return until Christmas.
Easter is a time to be with our parish family to celebrate the greatest feast of the Church. Christ has
conquered sin and death and has risen from the
dead. The Easter event is not just Easter Sunday. It
continues throughout the year. What a gift we have
been given to gaze at the empty tomb and realize
our salvation was given to us by a loving, compassionate savior.
We are family! We are the children of the Father
who loves us unconditionally. We are Jesus’ brothers and sisters whom he loved so much that he went
to the cross to die for our sins. He rose from the dead
to remind us that physical death has no hold on us.
We have been given salvation. We are called by
the Father, and we are his alone. Let us rejoice and
be glad for this season of Easter. God’s blessings on
all of you. We are blessed to have you as a part of
our parish family.

Father Don West
Pastor

St. John Church, 9080 Cincinnati-Dayton Road, West Chester, OH 45069

From the Business
Manager
Our parish finances are currently on budget. At the end of
January, our donation income was $814k versus a budget
of $794k. Our expenses were at $901k versus a budget of
$958k. We had a stewardship weekend in January and we
are hopeful for a positive response and an increase in our
weekly giving. We have had some expensive repairs already in 2018. We added a locking system to the Pavilion
doors and our church lighting is still a work in progress, as of
my writing this article. We also had larger-than-average gas
and electric bills for a few months due to the cold weather.
We continue to watch our expenses. And, thanks to a successful 2017 festival, we remain within budget. Thank you to everyone who gives to our parish!
We would not be able to do all that we do without you. I want to also give a quick “Thank You”
to an anonymous parishioner who donated money for two large screen televisions, brackets and
Blu-Ray players for two of our meeting spaces.
An important part of our parish calendar is our wonderful
Family Festival. This year’s festival will be on August 3-4-5, so
mark your calendars! We are looking for two key positions to
be filled on our festival committee this year. These positions
will work with current committee members, so lots of coaching and assistance will be provided. We need the following
positions to be filled: Kitchen Chair and Bid-N-Buy Co-Chair.
Please call or e-mail me if you are interested in one of these
positions at 777-6433 (ext. 124) or jseibenick@stjohnwc.org. If
you are interested in being a booth captain this year, let me
know that as well. Volunteering for the festival is a great way
to give back to our parish community and the friendships created will last you a lifetime.
In this time of Lent, make sure that you are spending time giving back to your community and
spreading as much kindness as possible! I hope to see you at the Night of Service (Generations of
Faith event) on March 6 or 7.
I would like to ask you to pray for your fellow parishioners on a daily basis. I do this every day and
I would love to know that we are all praying for each other. It is an important part of parish life to
support each other in prayer! God bless each of you; you are a gift to our parish.

Joan Seibenick
Business Manager
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Is that Wool Made of Coconut?
When I was little, I can remember my grandmother coming
over on Easter Sundays to spend time with us. The thing I remember most about her visits was what she would bring for
dessert. It was a lamb cake. Yes, a cake in the shape of a
little lamb. It was a white cake, iced with white icing. Then
of course, to give it a realistic look, she used coconut flakes
for the wool. But she wasn’t quite done yet. She placed
it on a huge platter and used more coconut around the
lamb for grass, and to make it look realistic, the coconut
flakes were dyed green. It was quite the centerpiece on
the dinner table.
For the first couple of years that she brought it, I just didn’t understand what a lamb had to do with
Easter. I was pretty young at the time and thought, “Why not a bunny rabbit, or a cake shaped
like an Easter egg? Why in the world would grandma take the time to bake a cake shaped like
a lamb, delicately place coconut all over it to simulate the wool, and then dye some coconut
green so it looks like it is peacefully lying down in the grass? And it’s not even chocolate!”
I finally had to ask grandma. She said to me, “This little lamb represents Jesus. He is the little lamb
of God, as we say at Mass, who gave His life for us. He died for our sins, so we could live and grow
in His love. Each year on Easter Sunday we celebrate and remember His ultimate gift to us. I see
this little lamb and it helps to remind me of why we hold this day so close to our hearts. And no
bunny rabbit can do that!”
Through Christ’s death on the cross as God’s perfect sacrifice for sin and His resurrection, we now
have eternal life. The fact that God Himself has provided the offering that atones for our sins is
part of the glorious Good News that is so clearly declared in 1 Peter 1:18-21: “For you know that it
was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way
of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb
without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in
these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and
glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.”
Grandma’s lamb cake meant so much more after that year. Granted, it wasn’t the best-tasting
cake and if you didn’t like coconut, you were out of luck; not only would you get a piece of the
cake, you also would get a spoonful of green grass to go with it. However, it made the celebration of Easter a wonderful day indeed and nothing ever made the center of our dinner table so
beautiful as grandma’s lamb cake.

Scott Steinke
Pastoral Associate of Liturgical Ministry
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A Walk Through the Music of Lent
Lent is the 40 days beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending
on Holy Thursday. During Lent, we are asked to turn around
our lives and come closer to God through prayer, repentance,
and renewal. It’s time to realign our lives; it’s not so much about
giving up “things”, but taking on more life-affirming habits. Lent
also has a theme of baptism as we walk through the season
with our catechumens.
The music we sing in Lent reflects these themes. We will use a
common entrance song this year called, “Hold Us in your Mercy”. The cantor will sing invocations asking for forgiveness from
God and the assembly will respond, “Hold us in your mercy.”
There will be no Gospel acclamation this year. Typically, the
Alleluia is not sung in Lent. The definition of the word “alleluia”
is “God be praised”. It never made sense to me to sing, ”Praise to the Lord” when that is what
the word means! This year, there will be bells rung, the verse will be chanted, then bells will be
rung a final time for a solemn Gospel procession.
We will have a new Mass setting as well, but the tune is well-known to most people. The name of
the tune is “Picardy”. (yes, tunes have names!) The most common text that goes with this tune
is, “Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence.” We will go over it the first weekend in Lent, and I think you
will pick it up quickly.
Stations of the Cross will be prayed on Tuesday evenings in the Chapel after Mass. There will
be music sometimes accompanying the stations. I found a nice setting of stations that uses the
tune from, “Were you there?” Evening Prayer will be prayed on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 in
the Chapel. Come and pray the stations and Evening Prayer if you are able to as part of your
Lenten journey.
One of our new songs this Lent is a contemporary piece called, “Journey for Home”. This piece
reminds us as we journey through life, the faith we have will help us have strength for the journey.
Since we have RCIA candidates and catechumen, we will be using the Cycle A readings on the
third, fourth and fifth Sundays in Lent. These well-known Gospels include the woman at the well,
the man born blind, and the raising of Lazarus from the dead. We will be singing acclamations
during the gospels. Please join in so that we may become engaged in these gospels.
Finally, there will be no organ music during Lent. The liturgy documents encourage minimal instrumentation during Lent. We will appreciate it even more when it returns at Easter! The season
of Lent is the time when we are invited to draw more closely to God. May the music of the liturgy
draw us into the prayer and into a close relationship with our God.
Lynn Meisberger
Pastoral Associate of Music Ministry
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Lenten Night of Service
During the Lenten season, many of us “give up” items as a sacrificial way to prepare for the
resurrection of Jesus on Easter. Maybe this sacrificial offering has become an afterthought – we
do the same thing year after year. We think, “Oh, it’s Lent, time to give up my donuts,” or “Time
to give up my chocolate,”. This year, let’s try to be more creative in our approach to Lent. We
should think of something we can “give to” instead of or in addition to the “giving up”. When
was the last time you did something in service to others? There are so many great ways for us
to serve our community. We have a myriad of ministries at St. John and there are also hundreds
of ways you can serve in the Cincinnati area.
Did you know that two times a year we have a “Night of
Service” at St. John? We call these events “Generations
of Faith” because they are meant for parishioners of all
ages. We will have a Lenten Night of Service on March
6 and 7 (you choose one night to attend). To start the
evening, we all share dinner together. It’s a good way
to simultaneously have some quality family time while
also meeting others in your parish family. Everyone then
rotates through four of our five work stations. This year’s
work stations will include help bags for our St. Vincent
de Paul clients, family
baskets that will go to St. Leo the Great in Camp Washington,
baby shower bags for Pregnancy Center East’s new moms,
Hispanic food bags for Reach Out Lakota and no-sew blankets for the baby shower bags. It is a great experience for
everyone. After our fall Night of Service, we decided to add
an additional work station and more activities to the night.
So, this time you will have no down time. Be prepared for a
solid hour of serving others! It will be a wonderful and meaningful evening.
We look forward to seeing you at the Night of Service on March 6 or 7, but we also want to see
you around for other activities as well. Feel free to look on our website for our Stewardship of
Time and Talent form and fill one out for each member of your family. There are ministries for
every age. You have been called by name to serve others. Come join your parish community
in helping to make God’s kingdom on earth a better place for everyone. Have a blessed Lent
and Easter!

Joan Seibenick
Business Manager

GENERATIONS of FAITH
March 6 / 7, 2018
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
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Update from St. Gabriel
Consolidated School
By: Nicole Brainard, Principal
One of the most wonderful things about our Catholic School is the interactions of various generations of faith that take place in much of what we do. To be honest, faith experiences vary
widely from generation to generation. A stark reality is that our youth, the future of our faith,
are not coming to Mass weekly. A Catholic education gives us access to the children to promote the faith and its importance outside the confines of Mass. It is up to us all to promote Mass
attendance and allow the youth of the parish to experience the communion of faith in all its
multi-generational glory, to its fullest extent.
The existence and power of faith generations is evident at St. Gabriel Consolidated School.
Within any grade level classroom, the children are learning and praying with one another at
the peer level. Their teachers, who range in age from young to experienced, are teaching and
modeling the faith to them in the classroom, at school Masses, and even at the parish level. As
a consolidated school, our students benefit from experiencing four different priests regularly at
our school Masses. These holy men could not be more different from one another and these differences allow for unique and interesting interactions with the faith to occur both at Mass and
during the classroom visits that follow. Special liturgies, such as our Grandparents’ Day Mass or
the Living Stations of the Cross, offer the children the opportunity to truly experience prayer with
a variety of faith generations in one setting.
The Church would state that parents are the primary teachers of the faith to their children. At St.
Gabriel Consolidated School, we are active partners with our parents in this instruction. We further are blessed to partner with St. John and the other parishes of our consolidation to form the
Catholics of the future. Our Church relies on the strength of our generations of faith to ensure its
continuation into the future. Please help us promote the importance of Catholic education for
ALL children. Thank you for any and everything you do to pass on this faith to the future generations to come.

Purchase Father Don’s New Book, The Hidden Messiah:
Reflections on Mark’s Gospel today!
These gospel “conversations” help us to understand what Jesus offers
us and to accept the challenge to hear the calling to be the people Christ
calls us to be; people who will share God’s love with others. These reflective books on the Gospel of Mark will make great Christmas gifts, so be
sure to pick up a few in our Parish Office for only $10!
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Congrats!
Holy Matrimony
2-2-2018

Josh Plandowski & Jessica
Delong

Baptisms
1-7-2018

Samuel Paul,
son of Michael &
Dena Leisure

1-14-2018

Collin James, son of
Andrew & Marisa O’Neill

To Those Who Received the
Sacraments of Marriage & Baptism:
1-28-2018

Abigail Marie, daughter of
Andrew & Lisa Trick

2-11-2018

Wyatt Jay, son of Curtis &
Megan Laudick

Makaella Jae, daughter of Harper Marie, daughter of
Jason & Maggie Fletcher
William & Kelly Schlie

2-3-2018

Natalie Rae, daughter of
Ross & Stephanie Browning

Aida Elise, daughter of
Dana & Mary Simpson

Lennon Grace, daughter of
Joshua & Sarah Harnish
Lily Louise, daughter of Ian
& Samantha Cox

Claire Christine, daughter of
Gregory & Amanda Long

Our Prayers and Sympathy go out to ...
December

January

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Jim Burr on the death of his wife, Julie Burr
Kelly Burr on the death of her mother
Kathy Gilkey on the death of her mother
Pam Keune on the death of her mother
Bill Montour on the death of his mother
Marge Wagner on the death of her sister-inlaw
Cathy Fenech on the death of her mother
Gordon Stout on the death of his wife Rosemary Stout
Kevin Denzler on the death of his mother

•
•
•
•
•
•

Mark Cerrezin on the death of his mother
Marianne Ball on the death of her father
Cheryl Lanham on the death of her mother
Tim Mooney on the death of his brother
Barbara Shank on the death of her mother
Alice Boerger on the death of her husband
Allen Boerger
Albert & Lois Zenz on the death of their son
Thomas Zenz
The Ruth family on the death of Kay Ruth
Nancy Bernier on the death of her uncle
Sue Corbett on the death of her uncle
Shelly Roemer on the death of her great
uncle
Kim Lloyd on the death of her great uncle
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