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From the Pastor
We have had for the past two years a wonderful
theme for our parish: “Be Christ to One Another.”
Being Christ to one another is something we should
always continue to practice. There are things we
can do every day to remind us how important that
idea is in our community. This year, however, we
are going change our theme to, “I have called
you by name.” Over the coming year, we hope to
unfold the theme and discover how the Lord has
called us by name. Once we realize that we are
called by God, then we will learn what that call
means in our lives and in the life of the community.
This quote from Isaiah has special meaning in my
life. I taught religion at Little Flower for eight years.
I loved teaching junior high school students. It was
a bittersweet time. I was leaving teaching and
entering the seminary life. What in the world was
I thinking? We had an end-of-the-year party and
the principal gave me two presents: a green stole
and a framed quote from Isaiah: “I have called
you by name; you are mine.” That same framed
picture hangs in my office. That group of teachers,
parents, and students showed me once again the
Lord’s calling to me and my ministry.
I thought about that story as I was called back
to Little Flower to bury one of my fellow teachers
from way back when. I buried her husband many
years ago and presided at the wedding of one
of her lovely daughters. It was sad to come home
for such a gathering. But there were so many of
the faculty I spent all those years with, although

a bit older (except for me, of course), supporting
one another. As we were leaving the cemetery,
the principal who gave me my first teaching job
hugged me and told me how proud she was of
me. I responded that, because of her influence
and encouragement, I was able to truly answer
the call.
“I have called you be name,” is not just a one-time
calling. Yes, the Lord calls each of us by name and
has a plan for everyone. But don’t spend a lot of
time waiting for a text message or a call on your
cell. Some will get that dramatic call, the knockyou-down call with the Lord saying, ‘hey I’m talking
to you!’ Most of us will have a more subtle calling.
Once you discern that the Lord is calling, you have
to find a way to respond. What is the Lord calling
us to in our life? What new ways are you and I
called to share our time and talents? How can you
be a better role model? How can you make time
for scripture so that you can learn more about the
Gospel and make a change in your life? The Lord is
calling each of us by our own name. He is not confused - he knows each of us personally and he has
something in mind just for you and me. Listen to his
calling through your child, your spouse, your parent, your neighbor, or even the stranger you see in
the store. Be open and listen for his voice. Have a
great month.

Father Don West
Pastor
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From the Business
Manager
We are beginning a new fiscal year and are also rolling out our new parish theme, “I have
called you by name.” I just love this parish theme. Has God called you by name? Of course
he has! He has called you to share your gifts with our parish. As I wrap up another positive fiscal year, I want to thank you for sharing your gifts of treasure with us. Without you, we would
not be able to pay our bills or our staff. The life of our parish is a reflection on those of you
who feel called to share with our faith community. I am so humbled by the generosity of our
parishioners!
We are trying to squeeze in many new projects and purchases before we go into festival
mode. With the help of our athletic boosters, we have purchased 400 new chairs for our parish center. We were also able to utilize year end funds to purchase a new John Deere tractor
for mowing grass and clearing snow from sidewalks. We plan on putting new siding on the
Spirit House, getting a new phone system for the office and a few more items as well. With
the funds from last year’s parish festival and the One Faith, One Hope, One Love campaign,
we had money left at the end of the fiscal year to make these purchases. There are always
areas to repair and things to replace on our campus. Our maintenance staff works hard to
make sure that we are on top of things.
Our 2016 Family Festival will take place on August 5-6-7. Has God called you by name to
share your time and talent with us for this event? Maybe if you haven’t heard Him calling
your name, you need to listen more closely. You ARE being called! There are so many ways
for you to help with our festival. You can donate to the Silent Auction or help to create a
basket for Basket Bonanza. You can volunteer as a booth captain or a festival worker. You
can help with setup and teardown before and after the festival. You can bake for the dessert booth, too! You can definitely pray for good weather and the safety and success of our
festival! There truly is something for everyone to do when it comes to our parish family festival. I just love to see our parish and community come together to celebrate time with family
during this time. Did you know that our festival is the largest public event in West Chester all
year? We believe it is also the largest current parish festival in the Cincinnati area as well! If
you have never attended, make sure to mark your calendar to join us this year. If you want
to be involved but don’t know how to get started, just call or e-mail me at 777-6433 or jseibenick@stjohnwc.org.
Have a blessed summer and I will see you at our festival!
Joan Seibenick
Business Manager
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Celebrate His Day, Cows and All
Back in the mid 90’s, my career was much different than it is now.
I was a sound technician for a sound, staging and lighting company located up in northwestern Ohio. The summers for me were
as busy as you could imagine. We would do week-long fairs and
festivals, Friday and Saturday night shows at venues all over the
country, travel from event to event days on end, and hardly get
a chance to be home.
Getting to Mass was very difficult to say the least, but we made
every effort possible to do so. When we were lucky enough, a fair or festival we were
working at the time had worship services or a Mass on site so workers could attend.
Local retired priests would graciously venture out to some of these venues to celebrate
Mass. More times than not, we would end up in a service garage or barn with a makeshift altar and whatever folding chairs could be found to celebrate together. Sometimes, if we were working at a county fair somewhere, a pig would squeal or a cow
mooed out of a barn next door during the doxology! I’d just chuckle to myself whispering under my breath, “there’s an ‘Amen’ from the animals!”
One of my most memorable moments of these services was my first time working at the
Grand National Tractor Pulls held in northern Ohio. It was, and still is, a huge event. I was
the lead technician for the sound on the entire grounds and grandstands, and I worked
closely with the ESPN network on patching sound through for their announcers, as this
was a televised event. Well-known people and tractor pullers from all over the country
were there. Big money and prestige was awarded to the winners, so competition was
fierce. All of this was certainly very cool, but the most memorable part was when a
bunch of us came together on Sunday morning to celebrate the Lord’s Day.
It was quite amazing. A local priest came out, the maintenance crew on the grounds
pushed the lawn mowers and tractors out of the maintenance building, and it was
there in that place where all competition, all prestige, and all remnants of any fame
or fortune over another came to a halt. As tractor pullers, ESNP announcers and crew,
maintenance staff, and I, a young sound guy, all piled into this building, we became
one. We took the time to celebrate the day, albeit a very hot and muggy day, to partake in the Lord’s Supper no matter how busy we were, who we were, or how stressful
we knew the day was very soon going to be.
I think back on this and remember how crazy those summers were. I also think back
and realize that I could not have gotten through it without taking time for God. So just
know that no matter how busy you are this summer, don’t let it get in the way of you
celebrating the Lord’s Day. Be sure to stop and take the time to come together with
your community here at St. John, or wherever you may be, and give thanks to God on
His Day! Have a blessed summer!
Scott Steinke
Liturgical Minister
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Join us for live music!
AUG. 5 - Hi fidelity
AUG. 6 - DV8
AUG. 7 - Blue Stone Ivory

We Have It All!
Join us on August 5, 6 & 7
for the best festival in town!

Basket Bonanza - the BEST in town!
Grand Raffle - You could win
$10,000!
Live Music!
Great Food!
Fun Rides for the Kids
Children’s Games
18+ Games
We Need Festival Volunteers!

Our volunteer site for the festival is up and running! Go to our parish
website for the link to volunteer! E-mail Joan Seibenick at jseibenick@stjohnwc.org to inquire about being a booth captain. It’s a great way to
meet fellow parishioners and assist the parish in an important way!
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FEATURED SPONSOR :
Mueller Funeral Home

Booth Sponsors:

Super Sponsors:
Rack Seven Paving Co.
Jodie C. Jenkins, DDS
Werling Roofing & Siding
Eagle Tee Golf Center
West Chester Towing & Auto
Lyons & Lyons Attorneys
State Farm: Randy Grimes &
Hillandale - Chesterwood Village
Brent Arter
Bud Jones & Sons
Estep’s Auto
Platinum Sponsors:
Phelan Insurance Agency
Tide Dry Cleaners
Roth & Hasset CPA’s
SDA Studios
Schmidt Builders
Casselini & Shanker Orthodontics
Hillandale Family of
West Chester Family Dentistry
Communities
Bunnell Electric
Michael Byrne Remodeling
Miller Brewing Company
Community Montessori School
Thanks so much to all of those who have agreed to be sponsors for the 2016 St. John Festival so far! We are so thankful for your contributions. If you are interested in being a sponsor
and having YOUR business advertised at our festival, please e-mail Angela at apugliano@
stjohnwc.org or call the Parish Office at 513-777-6433.

Silent Auction

Do you have some items around the house that you’re ready to part with? We need your help
for our silent auction! If you would like to donate items, here are the drop-off dates: July 10, July
17, July 24, and July 31 between 12 and 3 p.m. We accept most items except for mattresses or
exercise equipment. If you have questions, please contact Judy Lenihan at (513)398-2402 or lenihanj5555@gmail.com, Or Ara Hookom at (513)313-0165 or ayala04@aol.com.

Thanks to our Silent Auction Donors!

Arbys’, Anna’s Petite Salon, Chic Suite, COSI, Dave and Busters, Eli’s Sports Bar & Grill, Hamilton County Park,
District, La Rosa’s Pizza, Jet’s Pizza, Hamilton County Park District, Miami Valley Gaming, Mindful Wellness Massage & Bodywork, Pete DeLois’ Recreation Outlet, Rock Quest Climbing Center, Skatetown USA, Vonderhaar’s
Catering, Twin Dragon Chinese Buffet & Grill, West Chester Academy, True Tint, Superior Automotive Window
Tinting, Performance Gymnastics, Buckner Martial Arts, La Casita Learning Center, and Welling Jewelers
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A Revolution of Tenderness:
Making Merciful Choices
In honor of Pope Francis’ Holy Year of Mercy, we must consider how we can
begin the “Revolution of Tenderness”. We must first embrace and share the
blessings we receive through God’s mercy.
Mercy comes in many shapes and sizes. The key to sharing your blessings is in
loving yourself and your neighbor, and in living life with an open mind and an
open heart. Extend goodwill to all by understanding, forgiving, tolerating, and
overlooking faults and failures of yourself and others. Here are just a few examples of how you can persevere in this revolution:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open a door for someone
Hold the hand of a hurting person
Share with the less fortunate
Never look down upon a person
Be considerate and tolerant of all thoughts and views
Help the best you can, even if that means walking away

God has showered us all with mercy, and that is what Pope Francis wanted to
highlight when he declared this year a “Year of Mercy”. Jesus has shown us how
to share and extend this mercy. Follow your call and join the revolution!
-Rita Abbas, Worship Commission

We have all
been called
by name to
perform the
works of
mercy in our
daily lives.
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Our New Parish Theme:
“I Have Called You By Name”

The St. John Pastoral staff has been working hard brainstorming. We were trying to
come up with a new theme for our Parish that could be as successful, succinct, and
strong as “Be Christ to One Another.” That theme was hard to beat!
When we held our annual staff planning retreat, we brought together our ideas and
goals for the Parish. Many of those goals revolved around creating a better community atmosphere at St. John and recognizing the unique values and talents of each
parishioner, staff member, and organization. With these goals in mind, our new theme
seemed easy: “I Have Called You by Name.”
This theme comes from the book of Isaiah: “But now, thus says the LORD, who created you, Jacob, and formed you, Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have
called you by name: you are mine.”
What our staff wants to encourage within the Parish is a true and recognizable sense of
community and purpose. Each and every parishioner, ministry, and organization within
this Church has a specific call from God that we would like to emphasize. Accepting
that God’s love creates inside us a space of purpose and worth is something we should
try to incorporate into our daily lives. God invites all of us, personally, to follow our best
selves.
Through our new theme, we will try to include examples of people and groups who
have been “called” and to emphasize places within our community where others can
execute their time and talents. I will use the bulletin and On Eagle’s Wings to publish different people and groups who deserve to be recognized. Please, if you know of someone in our Parish who has fulfilled a special call, let us know! We would love to highlight
each and every group the best way we can.
As summer continues, let’s attempt to recognize the best within us. God has called
each of us by name for a reason. Share your reason with St. John!

Who Has God Called By Name?

Angela Pugliano

• Abraham in Genesis 12:1 - God
Pastoral Associate of
Communications
creates a Convent with Abraham
and a call to leave his land
• God calls Samuel in 1 Samuel 3:4
by calling Samuel’s name in the middle of the night
• Moses is called out by God from a burning bush in Exodus 3:7
• The disciples were called by Jesus in Matthew 4:17, Mark
1:15, and Luke 5:1 while they were Fishermen
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Our Prayers and Sympathy go out to...

Our Prayers and Sympathy Go Out To…

April

May

August
•Jack Ayers on the death of his
•Juan Carlos
Vinseiro
on
Arnold Ward on the death of histhe
father
Robin
Wilmhoff
on
the
death
of
her
father
wife, Carol Ayers
death of his father
Dan Howard on the death of his father
•Linda & Tom Gregory on the
•Claudia Mosher on the death
death of their sister-in-law
September
of her husband, James Mosher
Jerry Barney on
on thethe
death of
his uncle
•Karen Karaffa
death
The
family
of
Carol
•Lisa Legters on the death of her of her mother, Carolyn Peters
father
Wuennemann
October
Marcy
Krendl
on
the
death
of
her
father
•The Kurre
family
on
the
death
•Patty Hunkler on the death of
Marge Wagner on the death of her brother
of
Dick
Kurre
her sister
May God’s blessings flow
to
all
parishioners
•Kathy Curry who
onhave
thesuffered
death of her
the loss of a family member
or
friend.
husband, Jim Curry
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